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PREFACE. 



|HEN the Hiftories of 
Empires y Kingdoms , 
I and other States are 
exandtied, it will be 
found, that all the Re- 
-volutioHS which have happened, 
proceed from two principal Cau- 
fes : The Love of unboimded Au- 
thority iu Princes; and that of 
Independency in the People: ,Sd~ 
'uereims jealous of their Power, 
are always for ftretching it. Sub- 
Je£is pairionate for their Liberty, 
are always for augmenting it. 

A a TWk 



fv The Pretace. 

Thefe arc the Caufes, which 
hkyty and always will render the 
VfoAA ai a turbulent Sea, whofc| 
ftormy Billows liicce/fi vely deftroy 
each other. Anarchy produces i 
^ejpoti/mj Defpotick Power is loft^ 
in Anarchy ; the gcand Body P©«1 
liticky as the Body Nacural, wi^ 
always be fubjecJJ: to ihevftable" 
Maladies, and perpetual Vicifli- 
'tudes ; for as the continual Revoll^ 
of chePailionsagainftReafim, 6od^ 
Skot forbid, that there ihould be a* 
^ule of iiire Morality, which eycryi 
particular Perfon ought to follow ; ^ 
^o the ImpO(ffibility of preventing*'^ 
Revolutions does not forbid, that' 
there fliould be Rules of Policy 
ftxed^ which all States ought to^ 
re^ed:. 

It is not pretended here^ to' 
form a Plan of Government ex- ■ 
empt from every Inconveniency, 
Mace all thole whicYi &feC^^t^ vai- 
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perfcdt, every Government may be 
imper&d. 

But tho' we cannot prevent all 
Sorts of AbufeSj we ought, how- 
ever, to avoid Inconveniences as 
mtich as poffible. Vkyfick is a Sci- 
ence very ufeful ; tho* T)eath is 
inevitable, let us endeavour to re- 
medy the Difeafes of the grand 
Bmy ^ otitic k^ without pretend- 
ing to give it Immortality : let us 
ftriyet30 cftablifli Maxims, whi<;h 
tend to makeMen altogether good 
Citizens, good Subjedis, Lovers of 
rficu! Country, and their Prince, 
m^JhbjeB to Order without Sla- 
very. 

The Defign of this EfTay is to 
mfbld the Philofophical Principles 
:)f Civil Government ; and not to 
[ay open the Political Stratagems, 
which Princes have made ufe of to 
aggrandize themfelves. This is 
what iQ^ts it neceffiaxy,to feixOsv 

A 3 "voX5^ 
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into the Laws of Nature, andFo 

dations of Civil Right ; and 

into the Fads of Hiftorians, 

the Cuftoms of Nations ; ^ but 

the Ideas of the Divine Perfe(3: 

and humane Weaknefs : The 

is the Kule of the Law of Nat 

the other the Caufe of Civil \j< 

It is this Divine Philofoj 

which is the only fiire and im 

table Foundation of all Dutie! 

is this Philolbphy, indqpendcr 

all Revelation, which iiukes u; 

gard the Supreme Being as the c 

mon Father of all humane Soci 

and all Men as Children, Bret! 

and Members of one and the J 

Family. It is this Philofophy,w 

makes us no more regard ourfi 

as independent Beings, crearec 

ly for ourlelves ; but as a i 

Part of the Whole, which k 

poles Mankind ; the publick ( 

in gcaeral of which is to be 

^ 1 
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err'd to one's own private Intereft, 
his is the Source of all noble Sen- 
iments, and all heroick Virtues. 

On the contrary, deftroy this 
)ivine Philolbphy, there would 
)e no more any Principles of U- 
lion eftabliihy among Men. If 
ntereft, which puihes 'em on one 
iide^ and Fear did not hold 'em 
>ack on the other, what would 
[linder 'em from violating the mod 
litcredRkhts of Humanity? With- 
er, a Re^edl to the Divinity, all 
the Ideas of Juftice, Truth and Vir- 
cae, which render Society amiable, 
ire of no Signification. 

If Religion was falle, it would 
be wifh'd true, in order to lay the 
(olid Foundatjons of Government ; 
for wbiicli Realbn the Titgan Le- 
giflators always liippoiited their 
Laws upon the Wonliip of Ibme 
Divinity. ' 

A 4 Ths 



viij The Preface. 

The fiifl Fmcb Editkm^ of: 
6ook was very imperfedl ; tbiB 
more ample anid cofred : The 
thod '\%y ia Jbme Maimer cbang*! 
by ranfflng every Truth in its pro- 
per P^e» and giving it new 
Strength, by this Di^x^tion. 

The only MeriE of the Authoi) 
is to have been brought up many 
Years, in the bright Sentiments of 
the late Meffire Francis de Sali- 

fnac de ia Mothe-Femien, Arcfa- 
ilhop ofCamir0j>. He hath tsA^tn 
the Advanti^e 'of the Inflnui^ioiti 
of that Illuftrious Prelate, Co writt 
this Eflay. 

■ • -i^ 
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According to thefe Principles^ we 
are all born independant and equal. 

According to thefe Notions^ King* 
doms and Commonwealths have been 
formed only by the free Confent of 
Men, who are fubjed to the Laws of 
the Society only for their particular 
Advantage. - ■ 

According to thefe Men, in (hort, 
the Depofitaries of the Sovereign Au- 
thority are always anfwerable, in the 
dernier Reforty to the People, who may 
judge, depofe^ and change them, when 
they violate the original Contrad oi 
their Ancefiors. 

The others, on the contrary, main- 
tain, that the love of Order, and the 
publickGood in general, is the Source 
of all the Duties of the Law of Na- 
ture ; that antecedent to every free 
Contraft, we are all born more or lefs 
dependant, unequal, and Members oi 
the Society to which we belong ; that 
the Form of Government being once 
eftablifli'd, it is not allowM particu- 
lar Perfons to trouble it, but that they 
Ihould fuffer with Patience^ when they 

cahnor. 



Civil Goverkment. ii 

annot, by lawful Means, hinder the 
.^bufes of the Sovereign Authority. 

To judge of thefc difiercnt Princi- 
ples, we muft enter into a Difcuffion 
f the moft fubtil and delicate Qucfti- 
ns in Policy. Let us in the firft Place 
%>egin to examine into the Law of Na* 
XuTCy and the Duties to which it obli- 
ges us, for froiiijthence depend the So- 
lution of all the Difficuities in this 
.natter. 



Chap. IL 
Of the Law of Nature. 

THE Law in general is nothing 
elfe than the Rule which every 
Being ought to follow, in order to aft 
according to his Nature. It is thus, 
that in PhyHcks, we underftand by the 
Laws of Motion, the Rules by which 
every Body is neceflarily carried from 
one Place to another. So in Morals, 
the Law of -Nature (ignifies the Rule 
which every intelligent Being ought 
freely to follow, in order to be rcafon- 
able. Tlwi 
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Tb€ HMft perfeA Rule for Finite Bd^ 
sngs^ 18 wtthoDt doubr, that ei the En% 
finite Being ; Goi>>k>ves himfelf fove- 
reignly and abfolurelj, because be t4 
fbvereignly atidabfolBtely Perfe&; he 
toves aH- his CteatDFes unequally, Jtc« 
cording as tiicy papcictpatt more or lefs 
o^ his Pei:fi^k)ns. 

This Rule of th€' Dt^iine Beings is 
dAfothe namvtl and Mf^verfitt Law «l 
all intelligent Beings ; for G o d cannoS 
give to his Creatures a Will contrary 
to his own. For to tend where his does 
not tend, (a) His IVtR /> Eternal God 
hath not made it, it is as ancient as 
the Divimtjt: Tt isa Laiw^o him&tf, and 
from which he cannot difpence his Crea- 
tures, without contradiding himfelf. 
JBEr lyiii is hnmmahh. God does not 
z€k here as a- LegHIator, who by hts 
abfohite Dominieii' over Men, make^ 
*em(ub)e£^ to certain arbitrary Laws^ 
and obliges 'em toobferve 'em, by Re« 

wards 

msjh^.PtM^^ftn^ wtkt^^fmMe Sfipfmi$n^whkk^ 

*y 0bji3 bdcvid exdUi. itkns, Lotdsi fy^ak of thm 

JiuJk ^ Lover which oniht to ht %h% ?erfe«\on. oj 
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rards and Punifhmeftts ; A» thts Law 
nmediately rdults from che immuta- 
le Relatioas which there is between 
ie di&ccnt Eflcnccs, it can never 
haage. Whereas poficive and arbi* 
raty Laws being founded only upon 
itf^renty vaciable Circumftances, zs 
'reaturcs .find themfelves3 they may 
ecfaaBge4 according as Ckcumftances 
try f foo which iUafon Socrates 
Iwaysdiftinguiiiiestfwo forts of Laws, 
t), 'The jLnti vjhkkisin hingi the other^ 

To love every things therefore ac-^ 
onting ta the Dignity of its Nature, 
t the uRfverial, eternal;^ and immuta^' 
le Lawof all ihteltigent Bietngs; and- 
t is from this Law, which all others 
iow, and alt Vertnes, divine or hu- 
aardc:, civitt or moral : Let iis fearch 
ato the fixt^t thereof, and the necef-: 
sury Confequences arifing thei^efrem. 

1. We art to reverence the fopream 
femg, and to love him wfth a fove-* 
eign Love, worthy only of his moft 
aiollent Nature. ReNgion is the Foun- 
tasioa of a)i good Policy , the I>ifii> 

rence** 
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rence in Ceremonies and outward Wo^ 
(bip» by which we exprefs our inwari 
Adoration, may be. arbitrary j. and va^ 
ry according to the different Genius of | 
the People : Every Man would be born 
in perfefi: Liberty therein, if Go d hadf. 
not taken away this natural Liberty^ by 
an^xprefs Revelation. But the Lot^ 
an 4 Refped; of the Divioityp^iis^an efi 
fential Part of theLaV of. Name^ anlf 
a Duty founded upon the immutable 
Refemblahces that there are betwepft 
Finite and Infinite, even independantly 
from all Revelation. 

2. WemufirefpedatidbearaGbad^ 
will to all the particular Speciesof Be^ 
ings produc'd by this Supreme Being, 
to every one according to the Dignity 
of its Nature : from hence comes Re*- 
fped for invifible Beings fuperior to us, 
and Compaffion for Beafts^ which are 
beneath us. 

3. We muft love and refpeft that 
particular Species of Beings, of which 
our felves are part, and with which wc 
have an immediate Refemblance ; from 
hence comes the Philanthropy, and alt 

cth^tmoiTX Vermes NvVi\cVivxAwtV/l^ 
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amiable, and every Qime^ the com- 
mon Country of Mankind. 

4. We maft love and refped that par- 
ticular Species of Men with whom we 
live^ andin whofe Society Nature hath 
placed us. 

5. We mufl tove and refpeS thofe 
who have been the Inftniments of our 
Exiftence^ arid with whom we have 
Alliance by Birth and Parentage ; this 
is the Family Love, and Paternal Re- 
{pcGty which the Romans called Pieta^ 
Parentum. 

6. We muft love out felves, as being 
a fmall part of the graitti Whole, which 
compofes the Univerfe^ Sel£-Love, well 
and rightly regulated, ought to hold 
only the laft Place. It would be mon-^ 
ftrous to prefer one's felf to all our Fa- 
ly, our Family to all our Country, ouv 
Country to all Mankind : For rational 
Love always governing it felf accord-* 
ing to the degree of Perfedion and Ex- 
cellence of every Objed, begins with 
univerfal Things, and defcends gradu* 
ally to Particulars. On the contrary, 
the Care which is requiftte, for every 
one, toperform; the DuxU% ^l^'^^^'^^ 
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nal Lawj, ought lobegio wicb P^rx^y^ 
lars^ andaf(:endtQCiewral$: the f^^^ 

ParticuUkf i . Fot Im PiMterftanding <C^ 
pacity being very narrow, be^ .cAofb 
^^NAUf af^y biflirieU to x3m W/mts> 
all Maojiind r they. ov^iJtiiiMir:! cb 
fine Qrdei^ jbji^ (SfMoitiMiing ai^^j 
cwo Tbifigs.«otiMo^4liflb:eiii andd 
ftin&« Tte Caie wfaicfi trarypart 
cttlar Bfiing ongfai tn hasi^Q of his Pa^^ 
fe&ion and Prefervation, and. ibis kH|% 
o£ Eleieia^ ariifa Sttfemtfic^ wjinkrh^ 
«uft alvajn^fciBdatft iccoodtng td cfaf 
PerfeifimL o£ Qi^t^l S9l(-Pi«l«nr«i 
ti0a ii the £tft tt aU Cares, be^aiifii 
we cannbt tbiat ufPton every things 
and hccanre we ace «koi:e imBiediatel] 
chargM: with our fehes, tbanall the reft 
of Mankind :: Sc^JLove is the laft o( 
all Lfifves^ iKcaufe our lixni^ Beueig 
is bar a fmaUL Pan of this grand Uftih 
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with. wUck we make a Wbde a ! 
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and we mufi not bung down the T^ 
tatity of PerieAion to a Part, h«it i^l j i 
Part to the Wbole^Wc en^bit^ Baoce i«h 
medaittBly la think vpoitCMC own Sell(» 
I . Prcferva- 
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'feferv4tioii> thm that of another 
ian^^ : W^ 9we n^ovf to our own Fa- 
iily> thao IQ any liraoge one : We ow.e 
lore to our own. Country^ whereki 
« were hoQi» ediH^attd, and proteft- 
I during our Infancy, than to any o- 
ler particular Soci^ of Men which 
e never faw : We ow^ more to any 
irticu}Af> wiib whom we are more 
i«iediately charged by Nature or 
K>vidence> than to any other Parti- 
ilac which we hai^e no Relation to ; 
It whenoveraay particular or private 
isereft^ands in Competition with the 
i>lkk Go6d;;tbfi latter is always to 
I pi e&jrp'di Ki . the fuuner. It*ts not 
lowM to prefer ve our felves, by ruin- 
g our Family ; nor a^randize our 
imily> by Tuiniag our Country nor 
ek the Glocy o£ jour Country, by 
olatihg the Rights of Humauity : It 
upon.tbis Princifrfe which the Law of 
^ature and Nations is founded. As the 
ibjeds of every State ought to be fub- 
ft to the Laws of their Country, tho* 
efe Laws may fometimes be contrary 
• their privatclnterefl^ fo every feparate 

Nation 
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Nation (hould refpeS; th^ Laws of tie 
common Country^-whi^h are thofeti 
iV^tfr^and Niaimsi-v^ prejudice of • ib 
own Interefl and Aggrandtzement : 
without this there would be no dift- 
rence between Wars juft and unjufi; 
/the moft ambitious Conquerors Woul^ 
ufurp the X>ominion of their Neigb 
boursj and rhofe Powers which hak 
the greateft Strength^ would 'pre teoi 
to have a Right in doing that whid 
they often do^ contrary to all Law aiM 
JuAice : What Difference there is be 
tween tbefe Ideas and thofe wtiid 
teach us, Tliat the Univerfe is bd 
one and the fame Conimonwealth, gc 
vem'd by one common Father ; tni 
the Kings of the Earth are fubjed t 
the fame general Law as the privat 
Perfons of every State \ and that tbi 
eternal, immutable, anduniverfal La^Ki 
is always to prefer the general Goo 
to any Particular ! 

Libertines and Lovers of Indepen 
dency will fay, that it is not reafon 
able to introduce Maxims of Religio 
into Policy. But I do not (peak* x 
revealed Religion •, I otv\^ ^dm\x tJ\oC 
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Principles which are drawn from the 
Light of Nature : I only fay what all 
the great Legiflators and Philofophers, 
both Greeks Sind Romans ^ have faid be- 
fore me ; viz,. That it isif^poffible to 
fix the true Principles of Policy, with- 
out thofe of Religion, (a^ " There 
hare been Philofophers, ( fays C i- 
c s R o ) who have den yM, that the 
'" Gods concern^ themfelves in hu- 
'^ mane Affairs. If this Opinion is 
true, what fignifies Piety, Sanftity, 
or Religion ? For when thefe are 
deftroy'd, every thing falls into 
*^ Confufion and Trouble : for in de* 
*^ ftroying the Worfliip of the Divini- 
'^ ty, we deflroy all Faith among 
** Men, all Society, and all Juftice, 
'* the moft admirable of all Virtues.** 

It 

(a) De Natura Veorum, Lib. i. Sunt enim 
Philofophi, & fuerunt qui omnino nullam ha- 
bere cenfercnt humanarum rerum procuratio- 
nem Deo5. Quorum (\ vera fententia eft, quae 
poteft efle pietas > Quae Sanditas \ quae Religio ? 
- - - quibus fublatis pcrturbatio vitx fcquitur, & 
magna Confufio, atque quid em baud fcio an pi- 
ctatc adverfus Deos lublata, fides ctiam 5c foci- 
eras humsni (rencns^ 6c UtVSi exctXV^tiXiSvBKA^xx.- 
tu.i Judiu'a foilatui'. 
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It will be obj^ded, perhaps, th| 
all which hath been faid concern/qf 
the Law Datural^ immutable^ and coqr 
mon to ail inteliigcnt Beings^ are Ro- 
mancick, and Chimerical Ideas; that 
nothing is more contradiftory than the 
SentimentSj^ and Cuftcms of dilfereat 
LegiQators^ end diflji^ent People coft- 
ceroing the Law of Nature; that 
Platq W011I4 h^Vie eftabli&ed 1 
Community of Wives ; that Ly c u &* 
Qvs foemied teo approve Proftitutiofl : 
that So V o N allowed the Jthmians tc 
(lay their owq Childrw ; that the Per 
/MMf/ efpoufed dieir Mothers am 
Paugtiters ; the SeytbiMs eat humaiH 
Fleih ; the GetuUans and the BaSiriM 
were fo police, as to allow their Wive 
to have Commerce with Strangers 
So that there was no fixed and immu 
table Law in which all the World a 
greed. On the contrary, in ever] 
Country and State, that which on< 
thinks juft, another thinks uojuft. Bu 
is this Reafonins, to fpeak thus ? Al 
Men are not reaU>nable, therefore Rea 
Ton is only a Chimera : All Men do not 
perceive, through want of Attentioi 

an< 
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id Knowledge, the Refembiances xtid 
t)peities of Lines; therefore^ there 
uft be no Gcometncal Demooftraiti'- 
I. Man, indeed, is not alv^ys ap- 
ntive to this Lav of Nature ; he 
Ks not follow it, when he difoovers 
; for Difobedience and warvc of Ac-^ 
ntion, does not deftroy the Perce 
d Juftice of this Law. It iff not 
unded upon die Confeat of Natiotis, 

free Concurrence of Legiflarors^ 
It upon the immutable Conficmnity 

our Being, to eveiry thing ^out us. 
:t us examine what Men would do, 
tbev were reafonaUe, and not what 
ey do when they follow their Paffi- 
s. 

Befides, the greateft Part of thefe 
bufes, are only the falfe Confequen- 
s which the Pagans drew from this 
iw which we have been eftablifh- 
g. Plato and Lrcuacusdid 
t pretend to favour fhameful and 
iitiih Paffions, but they allowed the 
€ Mixture of both Sexes, at a cer- 
!n Time of the Tear, with Modefly^ 
the end that their Children (houM 
ow no other Family than their 
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Country ; nor other Fathers, than tt 
Prefervers of their Laws. A Maxia 
contrary to the Sanftity of our Man 
ages; a Maxim^ however foundc 
upon what thefe Legiflators thougl 
the Love of their Country. They d 
ceived themfelves, without doubt, 
the Confequences ; but in deceivit 
themfelves, they aimed at this etero 
and immutable Law, which every oi^ 
ought to follow, {d^ Cicero afTur^ 
us, that ir was the Opinion of Platc 
and his Followers, the Stoicks, and al 

th( 



(a) Cic, Lib, J, Sc 1, de Leg, CT* 4. de fia, 
Hanc igitUjr video fapientiflimorum fuifle fen- 
tentiam, legem neque hominum ingeniis exco- 
gitatam^ fed seternum quiddam, quod univerfim: 
Miindum regeret imperandi prohibendique fapi- 
entia. lea principem legem illam & ultiman 
mentem efic dicebant. Omnia ratione aut co- 
genu's^ aut vetantis Dei. Ex qua ilia \ck quarr 
Dn humano gcneri dederunt re(flc eft landnta- 
qiKc \is ( Ciye lex ) non modo fenior eft quant 
oetas populonim & civitatum^ fed xqualis^ illiu: 

coeluni arque terras tuentis & regeiitis Dei 

qux* noiv turn deniq; incipit lex eiTc cum fcript: 
eft, fed tum cum orta eft, orta autem fimul cf 
cum mente divina. Quamobrem lex vera atqu< 
princeps apta ad jubendiun & vetandum ratic 
«ft rcaa fummi Jovis. 
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the Antienc Sages, That the Law was 
net an Invention of humane Wit^ nor a 
IjLule eftablifbd ty. differenL^eople ; hut 
fimething eternal : That th/floaih not only 
preceded the Origine oj People and Societies^ 
but that it is aa antient even as the Di- 
vinity : That it did not begin to be a Law 
vjhen it was wrote , but that it was fo 
from its firfi Origine ; that its Origine is 
the fame as the Divine Spirit , becaufe the 
true and fovereign Law is no other than 
the Supreme Reafon of Great Jupiter. 



C HAP. III. 

Man is born a fociable Creature. 

I Don't underftand here, by being 
fociable, to live together, and fee 
one another at certain Times and 
Places ; the wild Beafts of the Forefl 
do fo : we may fee each other daily, 
without being in Commerce of Soci- 
ety ; and live feparately from all Men, 
without being fociable. By Society, 
I underftand, a mutual Commerce or 
Friend/bip }AoX aU rational Beings are 
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obliged by the itiimutable Law of ihtxi ' 
Nature t^ live thus c^getbtri Jh^ 
ibho have me and the fitm&c^mMm Lm^ 
iOigjht f6 te f yarded, fayd Cicero (4} 
asCftisunsrfoHeaiidthefameiSi^. 'Ite 
IMi^verff (continues he) is one great €cm^ 
nmimiBkhj (f vjhkb the infetieur Oodr 
and Men are CitiXetHs and thd Grand 
Onmipetint Beit^ the Prin<i4 and C^ntmbif. 
Father ef aB. Jff Reafihi is aimioMfi>\a0^i 
the Lat) is alfo c^mnam (fay is the Eot^ 
peror Martm AMor^nm) (t} The La^ 
being common we are FeBow-Citiz^nsl; v:e 
therefore live under one and the fame Go^ 
vernmentj and the whole If^rld is conpf 
quently but as one. City. 

The Idea is bright and fiiihJrtg, aftd 
fhews us, which is the firft Principle 
among Men : All intelligerit Bdngt, 
who know themfelves, are oblig'd to 

liV« 

(a) C I C. f £/^. dt LefT, Inter <Jil6s eft coifK 
mtfnio leg! s Civititts eiufciem habendi funt : via* 
de umverfus hie Muhdus una Civitas communic 
Deorum atque hominum exlftimanda cR, 

(k) lA. f. $. 4- A«>®- Jco/rif . El 7V7W K(d 
I p§piG- wins. .£/ Tvvf Trnxlrtf^ t^idr* Ei 7?« 
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ive togechier in a mutual Commerce 
af Friendikip, bceaiite of (heir efTen- 
ial Refemblance to the common f^a« 
iher df Spirits^ and their mutual Uni- 
[Ml, as Members of one and the fame 
Gomtnon wealth, which is govern^ by 
QiM and the fame Law. It is thus that 
we conceive there may be a Society 
X Loi^c and Afftity among pure Spi- 
rits, wbof^ common Happinefs may 
be tnereafed, by the Joy and noble 
Pleafure, which each other have in be- 
iiolding one another happy and con-, 
tent. It is thus, that the ioferiour 
Gods^ {i^eajkitig as the Heathens) or 
nacher JDii^ine Men, freed from corpo- 
peal hooAi^ may be able^ and without 
anr Perceptiian, have a Society with 
dkiortal Men^ fa^ giving diem inviiible 
SutfflteitsV^ 

Fromhenoe c.omes the Idea which 
AczP^ans had t( the Onnmerce^ 
w!faiehi:they fuppofed to bo between 
die* Sividity and M^ and all the Fi- 
fticDSofftheGodsii Demi-Gods, God- 
deflei^ Nayades, &c: which prot^6led 
Meny acd converfed with ^em in he? 
roick and fabtdoos Times : It is thus> 

B xiNas. 
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that every Man; as be is a ratiooal Be- 
ing, ind^ndent<>f bis Body and its^ 
Necef&tiei>,<iiigbt to regard hiolic^f as: 
a Member of bumane Society/ a Giti^ 
zen of tbe Univerfe, and a Part of the 
great Wbole^ tbe general Good (dH 
which be ought to feck before his own. 
privatelntercft. i j - 

But; bcfides this firft Priticiplel <tf 
Union and Society, which is; without 
doubt, the moft noble, there are two 
ethers which defer ve our Confiderati-* 
on ; w%,. corporeal Indigency, and the 
Order of Generation. ■ ' i *- 

The Indigence of Mati is- greater 
than that ^f brute Beads : he is bora 
weak, and'incapable of helping himt-* 
felf, or asking the fame from others $ 
all other Creatures,^ in the Spice of 
fome Weeks, are capable of^^ helpiugf 
themfelves with N«<:cff4fi«s'^for^ir 
Preferiration ; but Man, on the vcoaf^ 
trary, lahguifiies fonie Years in ^a Stance 
of Infancy and Difeafes i he lives^ boc 
by halves ,• he is not able, of bitufelf; 
to fecure himfelf againft the Injuries 
of thi$ Air, the Violence of Beafts^ add 
4he Paflions of other Men. ' - - .. ji 

;; ' Th 
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The Author of Nature hath made 
Man thus iiidigentj, in order to form 
Mankind into a neceffary and ufcful 
Society; he might have created every 
one of us with fufficient Happinefs and 
Perfedion, to live fingly and feparate- 
ly from all other Men ; but he would 
not do (oy becaufe he would give us 
Opportunity to imitate his communi- 
cative Goodnefs, by mutually contri- 
buting to each other's Happinefs, by 
the Duties of reciprocal Friendfliip. 

The Sovereign Being hath bound 
Men together, not only by Indigency, 
but the mutual Want which they have 
one for another, and alfo by the Order 
of their Birth : He might have created 
all Mankind at once, in one and the 
fame Sex, and without jdepending one 
upon another^- but he wasrnpt willing 
to do fO) becacufe the Obligations of 
Birth and Parentage fbould fland ia 
the fame Place with thofe of Love and 
Charity ; and that the one fhould con- 
tribute to form and ftrengthen the o-. 
ther. But I don't fpeak, as yet, of Pa- 
ternal Pov^er, nor of the Order of Gc-. 
neration^ as the Source of Authority, 

B 2 Wx. 
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but onfy as \t is a Spring of Umoi 
an4 SAicietjr. By this adn^rabte Ord^ 
6f Prot»agatiobi ' Fathers k)ok Up^ 
their' Qiiidren/ as Part of tbena&lMS; 
and Chihiren regard their Fathers, a^ 
Authors of their ExfOience ; and riiM 
tfaev^re idil)»os'd te rMder each dtifttt' 
tfat^citie^ bf Tfendivrneft and GraH^ 
tuae; bPLeve and Rfcfpcd. ' iiO 
jBefides* this' Bond oi Uhi^^ wbfeb 
God b4th form'd amQng:Men^, by ^ 
Ordei; of Generation, tliere is fliIl;(kio 
more^ Vhfcli cefalts therefrom ^ and that 
n^ihcijbyt. of durCdnntry ; Men atb 
libr bt^rnHTo free as to fubjeA thetn- 
felTes t6 what Society they pleafe, d» 
to forria new ones, aeecrdtng to their 
Capridc; Thofe to whoih we owe ouf 
Birtis Ptcftcvatibh and Ed^atton^ Wm 
^ofre fl-ora = u;s a Righ^ which ebti^V 
Its t<if^'?pk*KMidge, rbfpeft^ and^tet^ef 
them: Q/ir Cpuntry h mthing eifikii^ 
the Re: union of every Father cf a Famitf 
iftto one arid the fame Society. . Thi 
Love of this Country is iio Chi^ergi^- 
invented by thofe who haW i/Dtfytf 
of governing'; it iis founded upon FV 
ternal Refpedi^, ai^ abfolAtely neceflfoty- 

for 
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for the Good of Society : For, if every 
one was allowed to abandon his Coun- 
try, as a Traveller who pafles from 
City CO City for his own PLeifure or 
Adirancage, there would be no more 
any fixed and conftant Society upon 
Earth. 

All Men, originally, were Members 
of one and the fame Family; they all 
fpokc the fame Language, and they all 
Should have but One and the fame Law : 
but having loft this Principle of Uni- 
on, which had rendred them all equal- 
ly Citizens of the Univerfe ; it was, 
therefore, no further peceifary that the 
World fliould be common to all. But 
for the preventing Men from beingVa- 
grants and- Vagabonds upon Earth, 
without any Order, Union or Rule, 
it was neceflary to fix, and bind them 
TO particular Societies, by difitreot 
Languages^ Laws and Climates. 

Men are born fociable, by the com- 
mon and immutable Law o^thc ir Na- 
ture, by corporeal Indigency, and by 
the Order of Generation. 

Far from hence be alK thofe tfion- 
ftrotts Idca^i which teach^Jtis, that Man 

Bj: IS 
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IS naturally and originally obliged to 
be fociable, only for Fear of being op- 
prefs'd ; that if he was fure of fufier- 
ing nothing, he would live free and in- 
dependent from all others ; that Soci- 
eties ciily form themfelvcs by arbitra- 
ry Contrads, as* Companies of Mer- 
chants, who freely afTociate themfelyes 
for the Sake of Commerce, and retire 
therefrom ' when they do not find it 
for their Advantage. It \% true, that 
Fear, Avarrce, Ambition, and other 
PafBpns, render Government and Sub- 
ordination beceffarv ; but to be foci- 
able, is an eflential Chara&er of Hu- 
manity. 



*« 



Chap. IV. 

All Men are born^ more or left 

unequal. 

THO* Men may be all of the 
fame Species, capable of the fame 
Happinefs, and equally Images of the 
Divinity, yet they very much deceive 
themfelves, who believe this Equality 

of 
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of Nature incompatible with true Sub- 
ordination. It is certain, that Men 
much differ from one another, accor- 
ding to .their perfonal Qualities ; their 
Being is of the fame Species, but their 
Manners are infinitely different, and 
thefe Diflerences are the Foundations 
of a Superiority antecedent to every 
ContradTj and may be reduced to two 
. general Heads, vi%.. the natural Supe- 
riority which there is in the Order of 
Minds ; and the neceffary Dependance 
which there is in the Order of corpo* 
real Generation. 

Wi(dom,yirtue, and Courage, have 
A natur^ Right; to Preference.. 

: .9y Natjural SLightK^ meaoi, a*Pow^r 
founded upon the Law of Nature; ac- 
cording to the Law/pf Nature, no Man 
ought to rule over another ; all Men 
pught ti^ubmit themfelves to Reafon; 
it is 0ie;^ne who hath a Right to 
cOmpandj and thofe who;are capable 
Qf difcoycjring that which is moft rea- 
(onable, are the mofl wife ; thofe who 
are able to follow her, in oppofition 
to their Paifions, are the moft virtuous ; 
and thofe who are capable of executing 

B4 Rca- 
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Reaibn to others, by the ImprefGons 
of Refpe&and Fear, ait the meft eoii- 
Ta{;ious^ and have^wkhoBC deobty nMc 
Right to be ctofen to oommtRd, thin 
ignorant, wicked, and feeble PerfoMi' 
It is thus rhat fbme certain Men, by 
the Superiority of their Mind, Wifdpfll} 
Virtue and Valour, are bora fit te M- 
vem;- whilft there are a vaft NuniMr 
of others, who have not the Jibe T|- 
tents to' obey. The Order of Pravi- 
dence required that there Ihoutd b^a 
Government, and, confequently. Sub- 
ordination : it noiuft needs be, raa« dte 
Ordec of Mamte contrived it thos» 
and that thetcl tbould he di£fi»eiie nl^ 
turil'TatoBte tk>*(bppdi% this Sub^i- 
'natioo. -:••-.■■ . f ::<-l 

But befides this Superiority, wbMi 
proceeds from perfonal C^aKties, there 
is another which comes ftom the sft* 
tural drdet^'of Generate*. -■' 

The LoVdfs of Independfelicy^Mrttee- 
vour to abufe Paternal Reff^eflb,' % 
many frivolous Arguments. IVt owr 
nothing (fay they) ro eur' Fathers ^^ fir 
having been the Inflruntents (fdwr Birth 

the bitmim of our Fatl^s in hgntiitg 
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^as more to procure Pleafure to bimfelf^ 
than to give m our Beings, 

The DefigQ of the Bencfador^ whe-* 
ther more or kfs dilioterefted, does 
not defl'roy the Benefit. Whatever naay 
be the Incentioa of out Parents in be- 
getting us, it is cettain that our Bo- 
dies ace Part of their Subftance j they 
as&thelnficuments of ourEztfieiKe3aQ4 
coQ(e(}uently^ we ought alrwavs to rc*^ 
gatti ^thenr^^as. the bril Cauies of iall 
thcEUppiheifs whicE may befall u&We 
often, owe very little to the Creature^ 
who is only the: Inftrument, and fimple 
Occafion of the gpod- Things which 
flow frdxnj the Author pf all Gooddefs, 
but we owe every thing tal^is ^rdev^ 
foE hi8 Defign i&eftabliihing this .Or- 
der of Generation was onl}».to uhi&e 
Men, and oblige them to render each 
other ctve inut^ Puties of,Tenderne(s 
and Acknowledgment^ of Love apd 
Submiflion«. ^ ' 

Paternal Pocv^er is further .foundea 
upon, ohe- Oblig^ions which we have 
to our Parents,;for the PVote&ioa of 
cu« Bodies,, aj;id the Education of our 
Mind« :*by th^ c^^ they give ns^ thoie 

Bs 'ne. 
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neceiTary Succour^ in the extreamWeak- 
nefs of our Infancy ; by the btber^ they 
render us capable of knowiag" our dif- 
ferent Duties, ixrhen we arc arrived to 
Ifears of Difcretipn : According to di^ 
vine and humatie Order, Providence, 
and Policy,. Pathets are anfwerable to 
God and Man for what they make 
their Children do before they come to 
i'ears of Diferctioh. Every Fjihet'of 
a SFamify, aritccirdently ta cytry, p6n* 
traft, hath therefore a Right' to govern 
his Children* ^ and they are obliged in 
Gratitude, to refpeft him, even after 
they. come to Years of Reafon, as^tbe 
Author of their Birth, anidCaufc of 

tto'^dncatioln. ' ' I 'I' 

' -X' State of Equality ' and fcidle j)eii^* 

dcttcy, wherein all Men would have an 
equal Right to judge and command, 
woiiid therefore Be cojitifaryto the-Op. 
fltr of Generation, ittdabfolutfely id- 
conceivable, uniefs we conceive, witti 
the P6etsj' niat^Meh fpawn as Frogs, 
or that they ^i^epart the World like the 
Companions Qf.CAbMt7s, all at once, 
wi t|i all tfirc' Strtngth - and Prdpprdon 
0^ perfeft Agdr'^his State would be 

I ^''- aifo 
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alfo contrary to Reafon, becaufe the 
moft ignorant Perfons, and incapable 
of judging, would preccod to have as 
much Right in conimanding and de- 
termining, as the moft able Judges, 
and brighteft Capacities. 

This perfca Equality is abfolotely 
incompatible with blind humane Na- 
ture, who is feduc'd by FalTions. Men 
who love. ;Poi«^er, and Authority will 
apTer^continue^Ppn the Level wiih o- 
thers, when be has Power (o raife him- 
■feif above them; Self-Love makes Men 
idolize themrclves, ^nd. tyx»aii\ze_6y€t 
others, pvhen they. can. do Jt; with lin- 
punjty ; {he gteateft 'ArUza'ns ctf this 
imaginary Eq^aljty tiav^'ilwayis been 
the rnqft deipotick MaflerSj'when they 
have had Power in their Hands : That 
amiable Equality where Reafon alone 
prelides, cannot fubiift amojig deceitful 
Men; fi^eriicial and fhallow Capaci- 
ties may dazzle, tjiemfelves with the 
bright Ideas thereof, but profound 
Knowledge and UnderAanding will 
fct DS right. 

C h' A p". 
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Chap. V. 

Authority. 

IF Men would follow the Law of 
Nature, they would d<> «baC:fep|ht 

Love of Vicruc which theydbfertF»iit 
and, Ititcrefi ; they would haveao^^a^ 
cafion for po^cive Laws, nor«seiii{riny 
PuniQitnents : Reafoii would be tttt 
comraon Law; Men would' live in- Sim- 
plicity without Pride, in mutual' Ctjoit' 
merce without Propriery,ai]d'inEqiillfc 
liry without Jealoufy : They woultl 
know no other Superiority Biit thw«f 
Virtue, nor no other Aa^bition btil 
that of being generous an^ difintereft- 
cd. : This is without doubt: tbeldeaef 
thisStajte fo ponfomrablbto'rearonablV 
Nature, wbi(^ ^:v« Occaflon to itt 
the Poeticat Picons of the Gbldetl 
Age, and faSt State orMan. I 

Sacred and Profime Annals con vidm 
BS, that Men did not long fdlow cMj» 
NatuEj^l Lawi and our owDExpcrience 
will 



witl ia£Drm us why k is ctoc followed 
ac preienc; 

. limmodccfNie Seli^L«vebadi icndnd 
)icn capable qf two MBona^iHituiMn 
evert to» toxta fieafis^ itmim J^vanes anil 
Ambitio*: aaHcifatiabtcDeGraoTap- 
pvopnadnf to tfaemfclws what they 
dSD nor ioiMl iinneod^ oF^ indi atitvr- 
btitibg^ ' tOi t&Mifi^ a : Sapcviadfljf 
which Nataw luklb Ml guwti. 

btind aait Wtak kcjr dbrKiffions, w>e caa 
fte «8thtfl9 ia llmiBk but a iantge Lth 
becty y i«rl|m €i;nip ano woiibl fnMoad 
iiid^ contift 4Wi;i ifaiogj .whpve Rekfoa 
igdififb'iothHtigV '- beOMfe everyt oae 
^M Rea^vhe^ fffiiffim wiiiob aiif- 
iuMSibtai<,^^b(m'Ohe0e isncitberProv 

^ercyv Dtamrions aw Rights nnlefs m 
lim wfatoh 18 the ftrongefr; which 
naf cone to-evcry one in< their Toni^ 
Gitwmmtnt is dumfote^ abfolutery 
io€0&i7'iaittegii(atii)g tifte Propeities 
>f Good^ aiibfiftateS) aii4 the Rante 
IT Ikegrecs^ which eveiyj Me ibotdd 
lold' in Society ; to the end that every 
iikig-ftoiild^ natbe€ome aBr«y, and 
ivery one a Sttvc to.the SkrQngeft. 

Ocdct 
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Order rcquirc$» that the ignorant 
and foolifh Multitude (hould not have 
thcUbecty of judging by tbemfclires, 
and doing t:H;t^. thing which they 
thought a pr9pox :c It: i$ abfoluccly oc- 
ceflfary (tinlefs Men would. live irtdif- 
mal Anarchy, where, the ftroogeft do 
-what they pleafe) that.tbece ihopld'hc 
^ Supieam: tovnst, to wbofe:>I>e^6oiil 
every Perfon ibould Cvlbmi^,Ll1 vj lir 

It isthereforciiecefraty^jftAtiifetny 
Government fbtovld be ahfoiute^ : Iido 
not underftand here by Ahfolmu^ ao Atr 
bitrary Power of doing every thing a$ 
a Perfon pleaf^^s, fl¥ithput:anywPthei: 
Rule or Reafon than^ithe Defjfoticfc 
Will of one or ordre Perfons** God 
forbid 1 that I fhotild attribute fuch a 
Power to the Creature, which the So* 
vereign Being hath not ; his abfo)ptQ 
Dominion is.not founded upQn>ii.bliQ4 
Will; his Sovereign Wiil is alway^\re- 
gulated by the immutable Law of. his 
Wifdom. Let us then r^jeft^ with a 
Celebrated Poet {a) oi our Times^i 

tbefe 

{a) Athaiie itf lUcine. .'^ ' O 
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tbefe iDonftrous Ideas of Arbitrary 
Power, which teach, 7hat Kings have 
no other Bridle than their own fVtU ^ that 
they ought to fncrifice enjery thing to their 
&ifrearn Grandeur j that the People are 
ordained to Labour and Sofrow ; and are 
to be governed bj a Sceptre of Iron. 

By Abfoiute Power I mean no other 
than a Power of judging 'in the dernier 
Riffore. In every GoTernment it isn6- 
cetfaty that there Ibould be fuch a Su- 
pream Power : for fince we cannot 
multiply Powers to Infinity, we muft 
abfolutely fix upon fome Degree of 
Authority fuperiour to all others, the 
Abufe 61 which ougbt to be.referved 
to the Knowledge iafyd Vengeance of 
God alone. . 

For whatfoever the Form of Go- 
vernment may be, whether Monairchy, 
Ariftocracy, Democracy, or Mixed ; 
it is always neceffary that we fhould 
fubAiit to a ^vereign Decifion ; for it 
implies a Contradidion to fay, there 
. ihould be fome one above that which 
holds the higheft Station. 

The abfoiute Neceffity that there 
(tiould ba among Men Superiority and 

Sub- 
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Suboidmationy is a coavkong Proof, 
that GavevMnent ia gcr.cval is tiAt af 
EftaJbtiAomit i^ ftedy to he di%feDf€4 
mth> ; MHJiiiig w<Ml4 t»p maM, p«9r 
tttcicoii. in«. PcaAjce tfam thui. fickir 
cipter:: lo viwf ffao OMW^»;tiM Cmr 
tra&oos4tte>alwa}» ift tbe mghtef bstfjjii- 
iaf k^wbcs one SkteSutaiadie Qoo- 

tbi& Aigmafint, cvety^ muticplaf; Bat- 
fin becomeafiBe aad iadepfodcn^filMP 
tfhe Sovereign} Author ky when k,4fip 
unjuftly. GoiwrnnKot therefore is Bf 
more fafis f it is not Royalty al))W 
which lain danger^, the moft veii/Q:^|))|js 
Senates,, and LConunonwealtha^,;^' 
moft. w^y elhddiflicdj, arc always eai- 
pofed to the moft frightful. AnarchjEi^ 
Forms of Govecnmcnt may b< in* 
different, and more ot lefs perfeA. i. but 
Independency amL Anarchy are. abfiih 
lutely incoofifient with the Wams ^ 
humane Natune, and qut!:e contiiar]; CD 
tire Nature of Society. ■: k is theitefeir 
neceflfaty. for the preferving of Ordwr 
and Peace, that Men: (bould be fubjcA 
to fome SuKreajn.P6wev. 
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By this Uoion of the Body Politick, 
under one or more Sovereigns, every 
Q^rticalar Perfoq acquires 9S mo^h 
Strength as ah the Society ih common : 
Per, if there .were Ten Millions of 
Men in a Commonwealth, and every 
Mie ihquld refill each other, what Con- 
Fiifions V011I4 eniiic ? But by their De* 
pncUpor upon* 'a SupreAin Fo^er, it 
would keep 'em all in orders jfad Me- 
9ak ttem irdai liuardng «aib other. 
fMrMifldplteatiM'Qf ^faHtgth in'tbe 
iraodiBody Folinck* cefftttiMes that 4f 
nmcy Member of the htimane Body : 
lefiwBUi thtofr iwd tbisy have no VI- 

a^^m bf Mheitf :miioiJd4?hidii tbt 
bc0 MM^te^'incrMfti^ fand^-all 

mmMf. . ■■■:■■'■? 

9dftioitttnatioa^M4 Governmcat bt« 
bftviMoMvrf , lict m ftt what i$ the 
i£iM#iil^Mi^eitiga Ab^ 

ioO rn'j'Aovi;.' '^■..' r^ ■ ^ 
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Chap. VI. 

Of the Source of Sovereign 'A\ 

tharity. 

BY the Supream Authority is a 
derftoody a Ptmar ofmakingUn 
and fumfbimg tbi ViAtiers thne^f^ n 

The Soji^eretgn RMfcm tlone jba 
the. original Right of fettingi EkmaA 
tics to the Liberty of the Cteatuce I 
Laws. The AU-powerful Creator, ^ 
giv«S hif^i hatii : only, the Rignt 

Pominipn- over:>hi9^^ceatin:Q ia^al 
lute i.mha fiiUy aod eifentially tnj 
the Right of ruling theni^ and pur 
ing their Difobedience : There 
therefore, but one primitive! Soori 
all Authoricy,j]vhich i$.t^ M^wa 
pendency which we have from C 
who is the Sovereign Wifdom an( 
thor of our Being. 

The abfolute Necefficy, that 
fbould be fome Supream Am 
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upon Earth, to make Laws, and pu- 
nifh the Violaters thereof, is as con- 
vincing a Proof, that God who eflen- 
tially loves Order, would have his Au- 
thority committed to fome Sovereign 
Judges, as if he had declared the fame 
to all Mankind by exprefs Revelation. 
The Right then which one or more 
. Perfons have of governing preferably to 
others, comes . only from the exprefs 
Order of Providence. As in Phyficks^ 
or Natural Philofophy, there is one kr- 
cret and univerfai A^on of the firft 
Motion, which is the only Source of 
^U the Force, Order, and Movements^ 
^which wc fee in Nature ; fo in the Go- 
vernment of the World 13 one Sovereign 
and iectct Providence, who difpofes e* 
very thing according to his eternal De- 
figns. Every Moment of our Exiftence 
is bound up with one Eternity of future 
Ages ; and the Things which we do 
every Moment have a Conformity to 
what may happen at all other Times : 
The internal Liberty of the Creature 
continues perfeft,abrolute,and indepen- 
dent of all Prerdctermination, Fore- 
knowledge, or Order, which conftrains 

or 
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or deftroys it : But the outward Satt^ 
iUnk and Circumftances which eTtiy 
one of as is in^ are ttgulated by Weigbci 
and Meafnres. All the diflfecentEvcnls 
whieh appear to blind Mea as the £fr 
feds of Chance^ are fo link'd togcthcj; 
that they contribute to accomphlh ck 
DcHgns of the Sovereign fieii^ who 
condbAs every thmg to its proper Ed8$ 
that whkh efVen often appears the luft 
<in worthy of our Attention, becMii 
the ^>ring of the greateft Changed i the 
leaft Motion of an Atom may caufeiih 
numerable Revolutions in the Wodd! 
A fmall venomous bifeft flying ia Ihe 
Air ftino the Hand of a young Pewpi^ 
it is inBam^dy the Inflantmatioa JB- 
creafe^y- the Royal Infant dyes, tfccm 
arifes Difputes about the Socceflon, 
idl Euftfe is interefted therein. Wan 
erery-where commence. Empires aic 
overthrown, and the Primmn AMik 61 
all thefe Revolutions was onty the Ar 
Aion of an invifible Animal. I( 19 not 
therefore by Chance that fome of ni 
are born poor, and others rich ; fimif 
great, and others fmall ; fmne Kingi 
Mad others Siibjcfts: TKvs woo^ Di 
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(riHon of the Goods and Honours of 
the World proceeds kom an ii^kc 
Wifdom, who knows what is convenit 
cnt to every one of his Creatures. 

From hence great Perfons have Op* 
portunity of imitating the DivincBotfn^ 
7» by pcoteding the Small; and mean 
Perfens of acknowledging cbeir Gratis 
tudle^tn returning Services to the Great; 
and by this mutual Commerce of ^ood 
Offices they would maintain the Union 
md Order of Society, the Diilin&ion 
>f Ranks ^d Qualities, which of them* 
^elves zvc of no Valuc^ fbonld prevent 
;reat Men from de^ifing their Itiferi- 
3urs, and engage mean Perfons to re- 
fpeft their Superiours; becaufe Onitr 
rtquireS) that there (hould be a Sub- 
ordination amon^ Men. This faieque-' 
Sty of Ranks and Qualities which of- 
ten revolt, when wc look upon Pfcrfona 
as only cloathd therewith, become 
however jo ft 5 when wc confider them 
as theConfequences of Order,eftabliih- 
cd for prcferving the Peace of Society. 

To viof^are tUe Rights of S«bordi«' 
nation, is a Cxime'of H\^W-Ttt\^Wi ^r 
fain/l HcAwa.; to ovecxktfsif^ ^^^^ 
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pMififs ttungs^bdtalfo.dnit ^dicyiiiik; 
by bl^Ordcr i (hefe.9encfAli^iws.«» 
the RMoilfltkMii^£«fae (^n\^hiL^^aa[A 
arrecftibliarcdfinrthrcof^ft^ Rufeiitfr 

wbkb ia r^ht' and tluMi wUdi ii 

wrong. -:.nl 01 , i-J £ t>;i 2. :i::i; 

< ^ BQtf in .PoIicy^>tbefD »0Bqand Iiiii#s 
«e^ aM .cdnfiffibntn fiftab jifhrneata ) jn^ 
tbe OrdiF and Unm» of Somcy»^iiefaii9 
being by their ^Mftora fixcKl andfah 
^able, prevent the Definvfiiorf of S^ 
ordination^ iml'ilfri, thir lihf nnjniaii 
Authority, fo necetfary among! jMori^ 
fiiould noi bcednieatl^toJtliat J]n* 
bition^ of «h^€ wiio v^ouW ai^iite tfi^ 

fOi • ■•■■ :*/•:■ I 

' Let us fee what aite Jhe Miiria<;a( ! 
fiirif^ tbei Supcemk AiKhonty, \,ixA ' 
afe^dcpeif'torthe Origitje off Matf «M) [ 
atitf fffft laftituiibo bfiCifil&ioieriear. > 
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Chap. Vlf. 
"if the Origins of Cvuil Societies. 

I Shall not here propofe the divine: 
Authority of the BiUe; I Ihall only 
peak. of its Antiquity, which caunot. 
)e quefiionM, without producing feme 
)thet Hiftory more authentick. M o- 
? £ 5, the moft ancient of all Legifla* 
prs and Hiftorians, aflures us. That 
ill Men defcended from two Peifons 
'onjugally united, and that after the 
Deluge, there only remained the Fa- 
nily of N o A H ; which being divided 
nto three Branches, and afterwards^ 
ubdif ided into innumerable Nations ; 
iieir Children multiplying themfelves 
nto many Families, fpread themfelFCS 
)ver the Face of the Earth, divide it 
unong them, and become Fathers of 
iiflerent Nations : The Pofterity of 
f A p B B T fpread themfelves over £ir« 
ofe ; that of S H B M, ostxAfia \ and thab 
)f Cham, over Africa. 

If the Origine of other Nations 
vas as clear and certain as thofe which 

C the 
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the Sacred Scriptures make mention 
of, the Ropts of all the Branches of 
Mankind might be difcovered. 

' The GYHksy whofe Hifiories are the 
moft ancient and authentick of all we 
know among the Heathens, hai^e given 
M^ the fame Idea of the Propagation 
of Mankind, and the Origine of Nati- 
ons : The Ptf£i/gfViizi, according to them». 
are descended from Pel asgvs, the Son 
of J XT PI T £ R ; the Helkniam^ from 
HbIlen, theSonof Deucalion; 
tht^WeracUdeSfhom Hercules^ &c* 
I fuppofe that the Annals of Antiqui-' 
tjr K) far backwards, muft needs be 
very obfcure, and often fabulous: I 
only obferve, that the Hifiorians of all 
Countries agree infhewing us^ that the; 
different People which cover the Face 
of the Earth, are defcended from dif- 
ferent Children of one and the fame 
Father ; and that all Nations are for- 
med from the Multiplication of one 
and the fame Trunk, into many Bran- 
ches. ^ ^ 

Nothing is more conformable than 
this Idea to what we fee every Day 
in all Countries of the World, where 

difierior 
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fFerenc Families and Tribes derive 
eir Origine from one common Fa« 
er. 

All the ancient Traditions, as well 
icred as Profane, affure us. That the 
ft Men lived a very long time : By 
is length of humane Life, and the 
ultiplicity of Wives which was al- 
wed to one Man, a great number p£ 
amilies (aw themfelves reunited un* 
:r the Authority of one Grand Father. 
irery Father of a Family pofl'effed him- 
f with fuch a Portion of uninhabit- 
Land as he thought convenient^ 
d divides it among his Children ; and 
eir Children feizing upon new Pof- 
ffions,proportxonably as they encrcafe 
Number ; fo the Fapuly of one (ingle 
[an, foon becomes a People, gover- 
d by him whom we fuppofe to have 
en the (irft Father of them all ; the 
deft Children would acquire Authd* 
:y over their Po(i;erity,r by the fame 
Ltcmal Rights as the common Fa-* 
er had acquired his over them: They 
ter into Confultation with him, and 
ive a Share in the publick Admini- 
:ation : Every Father fubmits to the 

C 2 coaunoQ 



5x An E S S AT uptm 

common Father^ and governs in con- 
cert with -him, the Country, the Na- 
tion, or the grand Family. 

I do not fay, that Paternal Power 
alone- gives Fathers an inherent Right 
over the Lives and Liberties of their 
Children ; that is not the Source of So* 
vereign Authority ; but it is the firil 
and principal Canal through which this 
Authority paflfes to Men : The Order 
pf Generation AibjeAs all Childrea to 
the Conduft of their Fathers, mitil 
they come to Years of Reafon ; and 
even after that time, it is natural tare- 
fpeft them, as they have been the In- 
ftruments of our Exiftence, the Pre- 
fervers of our Lives during Infancy, 
and the Caufes c( our Education. If 
is thus that Paternal Authority at. the 
beginning became Sovereign Autho- 
rity : for as it is. abfo^utely necefbry 
that there {hcmld be a Supream Power 
among Men, it Is natural to think that 
Fathers of Families, who were afed 
t6 govern their Ohildren froni their 
Childhood, werei rather Depofitaries 
of the Supreme Authority, than young 
Perfons without Ey^^ricnce, andjinj^ 
natural* Power. 
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This is the firft Origine of Govern- 
ment and ancient Authority, fo re- 
fpefied among the Jews^ Sfartans, Ra^ 
mansj and all other Nations in the 
World, either polite or barbarous : It 
is for this that Kings were formerly 
called Fathers in almoll all Languages : 
It is for this Reafon, in ihort, that the 
Word Nation^ (ignifies no more than a 
great Number of Families defcended 
from one and the fame Father* 

Mankind continuing to multiply 
more and more. Families fubdivide 
thcBifelves ; and not finding themfelves 
any more fubjed by Paternal Autho^ 
rity to one lingle Chief from whom they 
all defcended, they form different So- 
cieties: ^ome turn themfelves into a 
Monarchical State, by the Authority 
which fom^ one among 'em hath gain^ 
ed over the Multitude, by his Courage^ 
Virtue, or Wifdom : Others fearing 
the Abufe of Authority in the Hands 
of one (ingle Ferfon, divide it amcHig 
many Ferfons : 

Others, in fine, being willing to u- 
nite all the Advantages both of the 
one aad 'the other Government^ by 
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compofing a Mixture of each Kind, 
founded upon the Ncccflity that there 
fhould be fome fixed Form, which 
fiiould not be fubjed to the Capriceof 
every fingle Perfon. 

Thefe Forms having been once cfta- 
blifiied, it (hould never be allowed to 
change them : The fame Reafon which 
renders Government in general necaef- 
fary, requires alfo, that the Foum of 
it fliould be facred and inviolable : as 
Men would be always in Trouble if 
there was no Govern men t, fo would 
they be always expofed te^icdcnt Agi- 
rations, if the Forms of EflablillKd 
Government (hould be changed at the 
Pleafure of every private Perfoti who 
fets up for a Reformer thereof. No- 
thing therefore fhould be more Sacred 
to Nations, than the Primitive and ' 
Fundamental Cowftitution of States. | 
Whatfoever the Form of Government | 
may be, and whatfoever Faults 6r A- j 
bufes may appear therein, if it hath 
been eftabliftied Time out of Mind, 
if it hath been confirmed by-Ion^ (Jfe I 
and Cuftom, it is not allowed f>aitiW 
lar Perfonsto alter it, hor'deftfDyi 

witho 
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without the G>nfent of the Sovereign 
Power. 

The Reafon. is^ becaufe it i» vtry 
dangerous to change even the mofi im-* 
petfed Forms of Govemment,t6 which 
People have accuftomed themfelves, 
and letting Subjeds take upon them a 
Right of making thefe Changes. If 
they are once allowed this Power, 
there will be no fixed Rule to ftop the 
Jnconftancy of the Multitude, or the 
Ambition of turbulent Spirits, who 
will be always deceiving the Populace, 
under the fpecious Pretence of Reform- 
ing the State, andCorreding its A- 
bufes. The People therefore cannot 
change a Monarchy into a R^publick, 
nor a Republick into a Monarchy, 
nor make Elefti ve an Hereditary King- 
dom. The Senate and People of Rome 
had Power to give the pcrpemal Di- 
datorfliip to a (ingleMan^^and make him 
Emperor: ButSvL l a, Ca tali n e, 
and Cesar, were Ufurpers, becaufe 
they feized upon the Sovereign Autho- 
rity, notwithftanding the &nate, in 
whom refided the Supreme Power of 
the Roman Comiponweilth. An abr 

C 4 folute 
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loltttt King m^ i^jm]iufli fas9d?feft- 

gative ; but if the People compd fain 

to do fo by Force, tb^ b^ome.Re- 

\»A^ '' ' ^ ^\ *■■:-' '-^ 

^' It h'thus thtft de^ch&t Mcti^ iiemg 

hltapable becaufe of their Pre^ices 

And PafllonSy or the narrow Bouoda- 

•tiesof-Ciiek^Minds^ JBoliad^eof whKt 

* is aMbltttely beft, that ciiete Should be 

^bettfote fomi ^rkici^te lefs doubtfiil 

^Iffiaii the apparent Gooditefs of Things, 

<fer 'fixing the ilights of Sovereignty ; 

eAli4tbis can be no other than the ^- 

-^uitjriof CuA^ms^ <ir the Confenrof 

nlkel^MW^^hoiidds tfaefcqmnie Rank 

%i«l$d Siate« We^iqi^oMr what thegreat 

iigittetfer^f the ^ivis fays (Diut.xxv^. 

^xy.yC'Urpd is- he mbichnntoveth^isNeigbr 

fint/s Land^JMark ; but the Rights of 

*Sl:^t1e{gi^ty; l^hrones, and £mpired| 

^k^^' be n^ore facred than an Ar 

'crddTLand. . ' 

Let «is fliew from thefe Principles, 

ttie Sj^idem of thofe who afcribe every 

thing to Providenci j maintaining, that 

^aKing <fr JRiSb,isa King dejute. Lot 

tHs ^fH^rwards cxahiine tbe-Obje^bos 

6^' the^ Antl*Royatifts againft Heredo- 

'- ' tary 
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tary Right ; let us crvdcavoar, in fine, 
to refute the pernicious Maxims o£ 
the Lovers of Independency, concern- 
ing Rebellion againft the Sovcreigti^ 
Authority. 



Chap. VHL 

Of a King de Fade, and a King^ 

de Jure. 

SOME confiderable Authors have 
maintained. That God being the 
only Source of all Authority, we ought 
not only to obey adually what the So* 
vereignty commands, but alfo acknow- 
ledge its Authority as lawful, becaufc 
it is by G o d's Permiflion ; and this is 
what they call a King 0/ Providence. 

Simple divine Permiflion, never gives 
any Right : We muft fubmit to every 
thing which God permits, but wc 
muft not always approve it as jufl: ; 
there is a great deal of difference be- 
tween obeying a King of Providence, 
and acknowledging his kight as law^* 
ftd. It is neccflary that the Taxes 

C 5 N^VC\Oci 
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which an Ufurper impofes ihould be 
paid ; that the Civil-Laws which be 
makes (hould be obeyed ; and chatPea- 
ple (hould fubmic in general to all his 
Ordinances, which are necef&ry for 
prcfcrving the Order and Peace of So- 
ciety ; but this Obedience muft never 
go fo far, as to approve th^ InjufUce 
of his Ufurpacion) much lefs to fwear 
that he hath a Right to the Crowb, 
which he hath feiz'd upon by Violence. 
It is certain (fays the celebrated G a o- 
T I u s) thavthi juridical AEls v)hieb aft 
Vfurfer who is in Prjfefjim exercifes^ 
have an obligatory Power j not by verttte of 
his Right J becaufe he hath none, but be-' 
caufe he that hath the true Right over the 
State, would rather that the Ufurfer^s Or- 
dinances jhould take place in that Interval^ 
than his Dominions Jhould Jail into depbh 
table Confujion ; as without doubt they 
would, if the Laws were abolijbed, and 
the Exercife of Jujiice interrupted. 

The Partifans of a King of Provi- 
dence, have recourfe to Maxims of 
Chriftianity to juflifie their Opinion. 

Cbsar (fay they) was an Ufur- 
per ; yet J B s u s C H R X s T and bis A- 

poftles 
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)oflIes commanded Obedience to Ro- 
nan Emperors. Ic may be anfweredv 
Lccording co the Opinion of the bell 
Zoman Hiftorians of thofe Times^ that 
R,ome could no longer fubHA under a 
ilepublican Form; therefore it wasab-" 
blutely nece(&ry, that the Unity o£ 
he Supreme Power fhould extinguifb 
he Diforders and Civil Wars whicb 
:ontinuaIIy happened among the Heads 
af Parties, who afpired to the Sovc- 
eignty. 7he Provinces (fays Tacitus}^ 
vould not Jhew any Repugnancy at thh 
tev) Government^ becaufe the Senate and. 
'^eofle were continually oppreffed by the 
ontinual Quarrels cf Great Men, and the, 
ivarice of MagiflrateSi againft whom they 
)ad in vain implored the Benefit of tbe^ 
'mwSj which yielded to Strength^ FaBiom 
wd Money. 

. Monarchy therefore bein|^ neceflarjf 
or the Repofe of Rome^ none bad more 
flight to the Imperial Crown than the 
P £ s A R s. If this Anfwer is unq^r* 
;ain, here is one that is not. 

JuLiusCksAR wasaa Ufiirpcr 
IS well as his SiicceiTpr A v c v s t u s z 
but I deny that Tij^bkius, w&b 
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reigned in the Time of onr S at i o a r J 
and to whom be ordained to pay Tri* 
bute, vnk fo in aiiy Sence : C b s a i^ 
changed the Form ot Government \>f 
Force, Violence^ and other hcinout 
Crimes ,• Augustus gains the Au* 
thority of the Seqafe^ Magiftrates and 
Laws, in the wtak and langniihiiig 
Timiesof thcCbi^ ; bottlie^ 

p)eti«iiy infiridt Celfion, which tfacf^^i-' 
tricimj, PMeians, Rmnan Knights, and' 
ill the Orders made of the Sovereign 
Authority tb 'T rs e r i u s, is one of 
the moft authentick A&siti all Hifto- 
ry. - Nothipg is more remarkable than 
the Refufal which this Emperor made' 
of the Impeml Crown, and the ar- 
dent Sup(i4icatipns A^hich the Senate 
made on tbef r Knees, that he wotitd 
accept it. Tho' the CharaAer of T t-* 
iiERius fnfficlently fliews, that his 
Rtftifa:l'$ were illTeitit, ytt the Ctflion 
^Mch they riiade him "of the Sovc- 
rfeigA' Airthdriry, was fonnal arid au- 
thentitjc. He was therefore, propcr- 
r;Jr'!^eaking', the firft lawful Empcrbr, 
Becaufe he ^^haschofen by thofe who 
}uA'i xrucRight df-*Eleait)n. He chang- 
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d the Form of the Government of 
ionte; but it was with the Confent of 
liofc in whom the Supreme Power at 
lat Time re(ided, viz,, the Senate 
nd Roman People : for no body doubts 
ut in fome fuch Cafes the Supreme 
ower of a Nation may change its 
brm of Government ; it is a lawful 
(lethod^ and confiftent with Order^ 
/hen it does not expofe us to Anar^ 
hy. But in Kingdoms, where the Su« 
reme Power is not in the Senate, where 
lie diflferent Orders, whether they be 
^atricians ovPlebeians^SLVc only the Coun- 
cilors of the King, it is certain tbac 
beir fubaltern and fubordinate Power 
an never aft independently from the 
loyal and Supreme Power, without 
xpofing the Kingdom to moft dread** 
x\ Anarchy and Confufion. 

There are another fort of Politlci- 
ns, who maintain, that the Heredi* 
ary Right of Crowns is a Chimera ; 
(rhich we are now going to examine. 
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, is «,daftooa, 

law ■*«« «°;^ ^« would ba« {■« 

j-r a n^^^*^^f„« Rules ot txmo" 
la^s,tbatis to fay, K-^ i^uUt O 
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thefe Rules having often no Founda- 
tion upon pure aiid primitive Nacure, 
C^ivil Right, which depends upon theic 
Rules^ is often contrary to Natural 
Right- 

, In the prefent State of humane Na- 
turCs it muft often fall out, thac we 
mufttura away a great Evil by fuflfer* 
log a lefs t It is thus that Civil Laws 
have ijprung, which (fometimes fpeak- 
ingj Ttom the Order of Reafon, by 
their Nature take place, through the 
neceffity there is of eftablifhing them, 
in oi;der to fet Boundaries to the Paf- 
fions of Men. I IbaU explain my jfelf 
thus: 

We are alt Citizens of the Univerfe ; 
Children of one and the fame Father ;: 
Brethren by an. Identity of Nature^ 
aqd confegucntly we a^eall boro with 
an Mpal ^ght to evcfy thing which 
we ffaffd. in D$ed of 6ov our Prefi^rva- 

(iOD. 

. According to this Principle^ nothing 
is more contrary ta Nature than the 
onequai . DiviiSop . of Eilates. ; the ex* 
cnrbitant WeailHi of fome Pcrfon% who r 
bavc no perfonal Merit, and the dread- 
ful 
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ful Poverty of ochersywho art infinitely 
valuable : Yet if it was permitted eveiy 
one to feize upon what he ftandsjn need 
of^becaufe everyone hath anequalRigltt 
according to the Law of Nature, the 
generality of Mankind would fo ferve 
chemfelves from this Principlej as be- 
came fo many Thieves and Robbers x 
it would be impoffible to prefervd Ae 
Order and Peace of Society, and they 
would continually be falling into Anar- 
chy and Confuiion. But for avoidinit 
thefe Inconveniencies, it is necei&ty 
chat there fliould be Civil LawSjasCon- 
traiftsand Sqcceffions for regulating the 
Divifion of Eftates, 
Weought to reafon after thefame man- 
ner in Pointof Authority : for according 
to the Law of Nature, which is that 
of right Reafon, he who is the molt 
capable of difcovertng that whic^h ^ 
juft, of loving it, and executing the 
fame ; that is to fay, the inoft wife 
and vertuous ou^ht, (without doubt), 
in the Diftribntion of the Authority, 
to be ^refertedbefore'onelclswife^nd' 
lefs vertuous. 
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But becaufe Pride, the Love of In- 
depency, and other PaiSons, caufe us 
to prefer our fel ves before others, there 
mud be fome Rule lefs equivocal than 
Pcrfonal Qualities, to fix the Pofleflion 
of the Sovereignty, to the end that it 
{hould not become a continual Prey to 
the Avarice of Men. 

So that it is only Wifdom, Vertue^ 
and Merit, which have in themfelves 
a natural Right of Preference : For as 
Self^Love urges us all to judge in our 
own Favour, it was abfolutely necef- 
fary that there fliould be fome fixed 
and evident Sign for deciding of Ranks 
and Qualities, in order to preferve th^ 
Peace of Society. The DiftinSion the 
leaf); expofed to Envy, is that which 
coim^ from a long Train of Anceftors : 
foii which reafon it i$, • that almoft in 
all Kingdoms, Antiquity of Families 
rules Dignities. ^ ^ 

I conclude from all this, that the 
Hereditary Right of Crowns, and that 
of Lands, have indeed no Foundati- 
on upon Natural and Primitive Right, 
but are both founded upon the fame 
Frinciples^of Civil Rights and ought 

to 
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to be both equity invtolable in all 
Countries where they ' are eftablifbed. 
If there is do dificrence between a 
lawful King and an Ufurper, there is 
none betwixt a natural Heir and an 
unjuft Pofleflbr ,• betwixt a true Pro- 
prietor, and a Robber on the High- 
way. The Hrft Occupiers would have 
no inherent and naeurar Right of 
Transferring to their Pofterity the Pof- 
feffion of Lands> exclufive of^aH Man- 
kind ; and the firft Sovereigns and 
Founders of Kingdocas would hare 
no Right of Transferring the Ro]^- 
jty to thdhr Succeflbts : Bot^if \xAi 
of 'em are become neccflary for pre- 
venting the Mifchiefs of a new Di- 
flribution of Eftates, and a new £- 
leftion of Princes in every Age : If 
both have been confirmed by long Ufe 
and Cuftom) Time out or Mind» it 
is as great a Crime to change the one 
as to change the other. If it is Tnju- 
ftice and Robbery to fteal the moft Am- 
ple Moveable, or take away an Acre 
of Land, is it Juftice to fteal Crowns^ 
and invade Kingdoms ? The whole 
Workl is, with refpe^t to Gos>^ but 

a& 
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as one and the fame Commonwealth, 
every Nation of which is but one Fa- 
mily. The fame Law of Juftice and 
Order, which renders the Hereditary 
Right of Lands inviolable, renders the 
Hereditary Right of Crowns Sacred. 
In order to make appear the Abfur- 
dity of thefe contrary Principles, let 
us leave a little the ferious Style, and 
hearken for a moment, to the Reafons 
which thefe Maxims would equally in- 
spire a fierce Republican and an High* 
way-man. 

^ Rings (Jays the Republican) are on* 
]y Depofitaries of an Authority which 
refides originally in the People : Men 
are bdrn free and independant. My 
Ancefiors have yielded up their in- 
h/rent Right of governing themfelves, 
/o Sovereigns, upon Condition that 
thefe Supreme Ma^iftrates Ihouldgo- 
vern well. The King hath violated 
the original Contra^ ^ I will enter 
upon my firft Right ; I will take it 
and give it another, who will make 
better ufe of it ; the Hereditary 
Right of Crowns is a Chimera : By 
what Authorit3^ have the firft Princes 



' natural Righc ; and cere, 

■ Defign in trufting this I 
'■ Princes, was not to rende 
[ miferable. 

You are in the Right ol 
the Highway-man ; Ic is u[ 

■ ry fame Principles whicfe 
' my Life : Rich Men are oi 

■ pcjicariesof Pofi'eflionswl 
to all Mankind : Men a 
Citizens of the Univcrfcj 

■ dren of one and the fan 
They have all an inheren 

■ ral Right to every thing i 
' ftand in need of for their ! 
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be provided with every thing necef- 
fary. Rich Men have violated this 
Contraft; they have feized upon eve* 
ry thing, nothing remains for me ,* I 
will enter upon my natural Right ; I 
will take it, and feize upon that 
which naturally belongs to me : The 
Hereditary Right of Lands is a meec 
Chimera. By what Authority have 
the firft Occupiers taken upon 'em 
to transfer to their Pofterity a Right 
exclufive of all Mankind, more wor- 
thy than their Pofterity ? My Ance- 
fiors could not transfer to others, 
without my Confent, a Right which 
deftroys my natural and inherent 
Right t And certainly their Deiign 
in the original Diftribution of RicJbes, 
was not to render their Pofterity mi- 
ferable. And fince thefe Princes and 
Magiftrates, which you call Ufurp- 
ers over the Rights of Humanity, 
hinder me from enjoying that which 
belongs to me by Nature, I will 
maintain my Right, and complement 
my felf with the Superfluities of all 
thofe which I meet. For as I con- 
ceive, Brave Tribune of the People, 

! and 



* which you would have Pril 

* you : They have vioUced yol 
' ral Righcs; you have encroaJ 

* upon our's : We have □othiJ 

* have much more chaa you] 
' have : We are your Brethrd 
' love you i we will'not taki 

* your Life ; we don't demac' 
*- Ncceflaries; divide only betv 

* that which you have no imi 
I want of. 

What would an Anri Roya 
if he fliould meet upon the Hij 
with fuch a Robber, fo polit 
:eel,and zealous foe the Natural 
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be faid, perhaps, that it wonld 
tted every one to feize upon 
:rfluities of others, if there 
[awful Means eftabliflicd, fuch 
if&on^ Contrads, Labour of 
' or Mind, to become a Pro- 
f Lands. 

:be fame^ that it would be al- 

vxry ojie to afpire to the So- 

f, if there was not lawful 

ftabliilied, fuch aS;Hereditary 

* EleSion/or attaining the Su- 

.uthority. No Man is born a 

Inherent'ahd Natural Right, 

of all others more worthy than 

1 grant it ; but then no Man 

a Proprietor of fuperfluous 

>y Inherent and Natural Right, 

e of all other Men more wor* 

himfelf. 

sre was a fixed Method fordi- 
g Crowns and Eflatcs accord- 
<7aturai Right, that is to fay, 
g to the immutable and per- 
e of Sovereign Juftite, the He- 
Right of Empires, atid of 
would be un jufl : But the Paf- 
Meo^ and the prefent State of 

Humanity^ 
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and Worthy Parcifan of the Natural 
Liberty of Men, fince you have more 
Money than you fliould have, pe^ 
mit me to tell you, that it belongs 
to your Brethren, my Companions, 
and to me, who am deftitute of eve- 
ty Thing. Do me the fame Juftice 
which you would have Princes do 
you : They have violated your natQ- 
ral Rights; you have encroached up« 
upon our's : We have nothing ; .you '- 
have much more than you (hould' 
have : We are your Brethren ; we 
love you^ we wilbnot take away 
your Life ; we don't demand your 
Neceflaries ; divide only between us 
that which you have no immediate 
want of. 

What would an Anti Royalift fay, 
if he fhould meet upon the High-way 
with fuch a Robber, fo polite, gen- 
teel, and zealous for the Natural Rights 
of Humanity ? I do not fee any other 
Anfwer he could make, but that of 
giving him his Purfe, without com- 
plaining of the leafi Injufiice. But I 
ask Pardon for. this fmall Digreflion. 
Ridendo dicer e verum quid Vet at f 

3 It 
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It will be faid, perhaps, thatit wonld 
be permitted every one to feize upon 
the Superfluities of others, if there 
was not lawful Means eftabliflicd, fuch 
as SucceiEon^ Contrads, Labour of 
[■he Body or Mind^ to become a Pro- 
prietor of Lands. 

I fay the fame^ that it would be al- 
lowed every one to afpire to the So- 
vereignty, if there was not lawful 
Means eftabliilied, fuch as .Hereditary 
Rjght,or EleSion,for attaining the Su- 
preme Authority. No Man is born a 
King by Inherent 'and Natural Right, 
exclnfive of all others more worthy than 
himfelf : 1 grant it ; but then no Man 
is born a Proprietor of fuperfluous 
Riches,by Inherent and Natural Right, 
exclufive of all other Men more wor- 
tliy than himfelf. 

If there was a fixed Miethod fordi- 
flributing Crowns and Eflates accord- 
ing to Natural Right, that is to fay, 
according to the immutable and per- 
fed Law of Sovereign Juftite, the He- 
red itaty Right of Empires, and of 
Lands, would be un jufl : But the Paf- 
fioDSof Men, and the prefent State of 

Humanity^ 
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Humanity^ rendring it impoffible^ it is 
abfolutely neceifary that there (houLl 
be fome general Rules .for fettling the 
Poffeflions of Crowns, as well as diat 
of Lands. In all Places where Hue- 
ditary- Right is eftabliflied, (fprreai- 
lating both thefe) there is as muchb- 
juftice in changing the one as the otbtr, 
without the Confent of thelawfiil Pof- 
feflfor and true Heir. 
' But fome will fay, fince the ftigbc 
of Property, and that of Sov creif j at y 
are founded upon the fame Pcinciples, 
the .Law of Prefcription ought to take 
place in one as well ar in tJw- other. 
Poffeffion (without doubt) gives Cif fl 
Right to Crowns as well as Lands,. 
when there is no lawful Compotitor ; 
but if there is fuch an one, the Pof* 
feffion i% not )uft : The Right of if. 
hiritance and the Right of Domiam 
being both founded upon the Necef- 
fity of preferving Order, by rendring 
the ancient PolTeffion of the Sovereign-* 
ty a lawful Authority, and the anci* 
ent Poflfeffion of Lands, a lawful Pro- 
perty. The Pofleffion of Lands, the* I 
at firft unjuft, becomes lawful afoer 

fome . 
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fome certain time, becaufe the Gene- 
ration of Men continually changing and 
decaying, they cannot afcend fo high 
as the firft PoiTefTorj when the Succef- 
(ion hath been a long time broke and 
forgot ; this might caufe infinite Trou- 
bles and Diforders in Society ; the firft 
Occupiers had no inherent and natu- 
ral Right of appropriating to them- 
felves more than what they had occa- 
fion for, for their Subfiflcnce ;' nor of 
transferring the fame to their Pofleri- 
ty, cxclufive of all other Men : for 
which reafon the Right of a&ualPof- 
feffion takes place ot the original Ac- 
quifition of the firft Occupiers : But 
whilfl the true Heir and immediate 
Succeflfor in. a dired Line fubfifls and 
claims his Right, can the Law o^ Pre- 
fcription take place in Hereditary King- 
doms, any more than in Hereditary 
Poflfeflioos ? 



D Chap. 
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C H A V. X^ 

THE EovetT of liidependtfmBjF^ 
and enraged Republieuflv m*-- 
lievc^ that die only Remedy agftmfk 
the Abufes of the Sc>vereJgpAiitAmrky', 
is to- permio the* People- to* nrikr u» 
Armsr agamff unjuflf FUnees, co dttpow 
thenr^ and trear them as" Qtminafot; 
they, aidvance Principle* erery-wlteT^ 
whicfar by attacking Arbttratf PtMWP, 
mai6: every thing fall into Atmrehj^' f * 
nothing is more pernicious cbaa their' 
Maxims, for thefe Keaibns. 

r- I will fuppofc with them; fop 2i 
Moment, that all Authority come9 
from the People, and from the- CeiBim* 
which thiey madt* of their Natand' 
Right. It does not follow, therefore^ 
that they muft always be in the right, 
of re- taking it after they have once gi- 
ven it away : This would be conti- 
nually falling into the fame Inconveni- 
cncies for which they had before part- 
ed with it. People having experien- 
ced 
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ced the £vil$, the Confufldns, and the 
Horro« 6t Adafchy, give every thing 
to avoid it i ma at tktf eannoc $xit 
Power oVit himv ^OiBiiyftttn iti,- 
giinR. UaW, tftey^duld- rather IbbMS 
tiittes r&h'the tSfak;n:drof' beftig in'•(Iti^ 

ed 5y a Soverdkn; chati te coMitittaliy 
expdfdd t:6"tli'ei¥ oWA B^ag)5 and fttty. 

RobelUbh afaldi^ thr So^veain ^dwe^ 
ofa ltitf0idm after fiidva Ceffion, is « 
doRtriidiaroh. I3f. C&iS ftfvver h (a^ 
pceam, iif.Afath n« S^I)e)rJdtif : By if^hat 
Au*tBo% tfieri 'Will- it be judged ? B? 
tHfrt^oiiK jEbe il^ays^foverei^ Judges, 
rtieji^^tiot dteh'mad'eaGeflloA-df 
tlie» Kij^ht. IP tb^ I^ave not yirfdett 
ic u^, they voXyASkiyS gfve themfy Ve^ 

u^ to their dWtt Caprice, under Pre^ 
teoce,.tS[at they are' the grearefiNubi-' 
ber> iM- to. wh0ifii belongs, by inhe^ 
rent, natuifal, ahd inallenatjte' Ri^t, ' 
the Sbveceigd Abtftddt^. Anattl^ 
tHeh becoine^ inevitable, ^eCairfe evefy 
fedifiioiis Perfon who can allembte thii 
greatefi :M6b,wiII pretend tc the Sove- 
reign Power <)f die IQ'atidn, more than ' 
the Latxri, fixed 1^i!ciple$, dr fbnda^ 
menci^Ce nftitution ;- "B/vcty one wiU. 

B 2 ^Q. 
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govern by Force. If they were to make 
a Choice between Pelpotifm and A* 
narchy, without doubt tbej would 
prefer the former to the latter. The 
Succedbr of a Tyrant may repair the 
Faults of his Father : Bright and hap- 
py Days may fhine through thofe 
which evil ones have clouded. -There 
is always rome Refpuifce agiirift the 
Difeafes of the grand Body Politick^ 
a3 long as the Prince \z not attack^ in 
his Lite^ and whilfl there x% fome Or- 
der, and fome Sovereign Authority to 
awe the People : But in Ana,rchy. there 
is no Help; every one is d Slave to the 
Strongeft; every private Perfon be- 
comes a Tyrant : Tyranny multiplies 
without end, and by increasing thus^ 
it perpetuates itfelf. It can never be 
flopped, or fufpendedj but by Obedi- 
ence and Submiflion to fome Supream 
Authority, wfib fhould dnly be reQ>on- 
fible to God, for ttie Abufe or his 
Power. 

z. The Troubles and Cares of So- 
vereignty, , are ; greater than thpfe of 
any other State or Condition ; (ja)f *^ A 

^*pri- 
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(a) Telemachus, Lib. 12. p. 247, 
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private Capacity may conceal its na- 
tural Imperfedions, becaufe fuch a 
Condition is not expofed to publick 
View : On the cfljcitrary, Grandeur, 
and Elevation^ put all their Talents 
to vulgar Proof. The whole World 
is empIoyM in obferving always a 
(Ingle Man, and judging him in c- 
very Extream : Thofe who judge 
him, have no experience of the Con- 
dition or State he is in, neither are 
they fenfible of the Difficulties there- 
in, Kin^Sy tho' never fo good, or 
wife, are ftitl but Men ; their Minds 
andUnderftandings have Boundaries, 
zs well as their Virtues ; they have 
Humours, PafHons, and Habits, 
which they are not always MalUrs 
of; they are furrounded by felf-in- 
terefted and cunning People : Sove- 
reignty carries with it all thefe Mi- 
feriesj humane Weaknefs finks under 
aLoad fo heavy ; Kings are to be piti- 
ed and excused. Are not they to bepiti- 
edjwho have fo manyMen to govern, 
whofe Wants are infinite? And who 
give fo much Trouble to them, who 
would well govern them ? But to 

D 3 " l^t.^ 
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' fpeak freely^ Men jirc mpR^ (o t>e 
' pitied^ for having occ^jSw to be 

• governed ty Kings ^p ,a)r? ;hpt 
^ Men Uice themfelve^ j for the tjSofls 

• fiiould only redrefs Men : j^t Swings 

• ate not the left to b? p»t\p4, a? Iwipg 
' but Men^ that is to fay^ w^k jwd 
^ imperCefi, in Jh^viiig Wh ji^ ^r^ft 
^ Number of corrupt. 9xA 4^!eit|al 
^ Men to govern. Th? tl^ws £mi^ 
times tolerate the F^ult^ of Miyate 
Men \ but how nmcfa tnon^ rc4rpWltble 
is it to fuflfer patiiently the Fau)p 4>f 
Sov^reigns^ and to cqafidec i^e jpjltp^ 
and high Station whi^h thiey ar^ KA^iii|[d 
with roroar Prefervation, t^elr Ditt* 
catties,Tcmptation$ aiidPaffiQo$ wfti^h 
accompany them in their Sovereign Aii' 
thority, where the leaft Miftal^es ac)ei>f 
the greatefl: Confequence, and thejOioft 
trilling Errors cauie violent Shocks* 

3. Political Affairs are often (b X>b- 
fcure and nice^ that npt only the com- 
mon People, but eyen Perions of the 
greateft Capacities^ are not always ca« 
pable of examining, whether the Mca- 
fures which are taken ^re juft, or iiot ; 
the bed and wi&A PeQgns have very 

often 
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often bad Succefs : On the contrary^ 
unjuft and bold Ehterprifes often fuc- 
ceed. The Peoj>le judge only (rom 
Appearances, and almoft always by 
the Event ef Things : Befides, the pub- 
Jkk Interelib xequires^ that the Views 
and Intestions of Sovereigns (hoUtd "be 
kept fecxet. It is, therefore, very diffi- 
jCttlt to judge when the Sovereign dpth 
Wroag, or not ! " The Goodnefs or 
^ Btdjods of an A£tion> fags the OA- 
brmi G R o T I y^, efpeciaDy in Ci* 
vil A&tfs, are often of fo di£Eu:u1t 
a Diihiffion^ that tiiey can ndtber 
be a Rule to the People, nor Boun- 
daries to Kiqgs in the Extent of their 
AuthMity : On the contrary, there 
xnight tnily happen great Difordecs 
thereby^ whilft the King on one 
Side, and the People on the other, 
wcmld each determine from the faxnc 
Affair, as would caufe fuch a Con- 
fuHon, that no People durll have the 
Courage to introduce. 
Without doubt the Laws alone ought 
to rule ; without doubt the publick 
Good ought to be the immutable Rule 
of tbefe Laws ; and without doubt 

D 4 Ptvc^c^s 
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Princes overthrow the Defign.of all 
Government^ when they z& againft 
this publick Good. But if it was per- 
mitted eVery private Perfon to explain 
the Laws after his own Manner^ to 
judge of the publick Good^ and to fix 
the Boundaries of Sovereign Authority; 
it would expofe every Government to 
perpetual Revolutions, and there would 
be no morp any fixed Point in Policy: 
For that which undermines the Foun- 
dation of all Authority, which carries 
with it the Ruin of all Power, and 
confequently of dl Society, fhonld ne- 
ver be admitted as a Principle of Rea* 
fom*ng, or Condud in Policy. If Re- 
bellion is once permitted, there wUl 
be no more any fixed Point to put a 
Stop to the extravagant Humours of 
Men. If People may rebel to day, for 
fome imaginary Rcafons,they will pre- 
tend to find the like Reafons to rebel 
again to morrow. As Opinion has the 
fame EfFeft upon the Mind as Truth ; 
as long as any one Party (hall pretend 
to imagine, that he has Reafon to op- 
pofe the Sovereign Powers, they will 
believe themfelves in the right of it, 

when 
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when they take Arms. There is no in- 
fallible Authority in Policy ; the beft 
Princes commit great Errors. If Re- 
bellion was to be lawfql, all thofe who 
have an Antipathy againft the Perfons 
of Princes ; all thofe who are out of 
Humour with the Government; and 
all thofe who are difcontented, becaufe 
the Power is not in their Hands, will 
never ceafe from fpiriting up the Peo^ 
pie daily, and fcandalizing the bed 
Princes with the odious Name* of Ty- 
rant. All bold and ambitious Perfons, 
who are capable of making Fadions, 
and becoming Heads of Parties, will 
take upoh them new Prctenfions, to 
alter and amend the Form of Govern- 
ment : . from this proceeds the Deftru- 
aion of all Qrdet, and the Source of 
all MobbiDi Revolutions, not only in 
every Ace, but at all Times; infomuch 
that there would be no more any 6xed 
and conflant Society upon Earth, bu( 
the whole World would be turned into 
difmal Anarchy. 

5. In changing of Sovereigns,there is 

noCcrtainty of finding more moderate, 

or better than thofe which have been 

D 5 dt^^^^i^* 
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deppfcd, * J)te you lhink,/aw( aBU^Huan 

' Hernia, (4) tbjit; T^iway would 
fiy^ with N E s^« ? It; was {UppQied 
Cp tu^^c be^n cxciogHUI^cd % U«c 
Peatb of T I « ^«k J V s and C a i.i- 
o u L Aj» and y^c w^ have fi:«i a 
;Jiird wore cmol than they. ^- — "-^ 

(h) Ci.Ayoivs ba4tUecttiwC€F«*t 
leafoa 19 fay to tlw paxtpum A»- 
baflfodors;, vmo (:ame. to liiiiA to dft 
wapd a h^ttiit Kring than ysfhu, tb^r 
had ; That (wh frequent Qbaogtf 

* iignificd nothing : bm that tbcj 
^ oii^t to behave thepjfdwsaa^nwwb 

* a^ pxjfl&bte to ths Htunowts; of Kinga/ 
(p) hi antiwt Gewr^l of the Axai| 
nxadp ufe of tbjst Reaibaing^ ij» ordcf 
to Kdaifu rebellious $^bj^$« ' ToH 
^ rnqft fttpporti//jrFjr M the luxury 
' and Avarice of ybi^r $0VQre^a ; » 

* Sterility, StofH)is> acd othi^ Diibi^'-' 

* defs Qt Nature, thecc wiU bs Vicca,, 

* as lotxg as there are Men ; but ibe 
'* Evil does not laft always, aod. ia 

(41) TaciL Xii}, 4. 

^^} Tacit, jinnal, %i. 

4() Petiiius Cgrealis /;» Tacitus. 
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^ recoxnpenced by good Princes who 
* fometimes govern. 

All Meor have their Fai&ons : Sove- 
reign Authority is a great Tempta- 
tion : He who appears ta day mode* 
race» and aealous for Liberty, Ibon 
changes his Ideas when he fees him- 
felF rai&d to the bigfaeft Degree of 
SoveceigA Grandeur. Every Man car- 
ries in his own Breafi the very Prin- 
ciple of Tyranny^ which is Self-Love. 
Frequent Chains therefore are not a 
Remedy againfi Tyranny ; the Tyrant 
may be changed, though the Tyranny 
continues! We ate not fure^ byJBLe- 
bellion^ to find better Mafters ; hm we 
are fiare of this^^ by overthrowing the, 
ino£k wiciped Princes^ to engage his 
Sub[efis our Fellow-Gtizens in Civile 
Wars, Cabals, Faftions, and univerfal 
Trouble. The Love of our Q>untry^ 
therefore, oppofes the Overthrow of 
Subordination, and every thing agrees 
to prove, that Rebellion iChould never 
be permitted under any Pretence what- 
foever. 

But it will be faid,. perhaps, Safm 
Pofuli Jkfrema Ux. This is the favour 

rite 
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rite Maxim which the Lovers of In- 
dependency abufe. 

The Happinefs of the People is, with- 
cnr doubt, the fLipream Law, and the 
End of a,ll Government ; but this Hap- 
pinefs doth not confifl altogether in 
theAfilnence of the Fruits of rhe Earth: 
There are Felicities more valuable, and, 
to which Men ought to facrifice chefe 
inferiour Things, which are common 
even to bnite Beaits j fuch as, the' 
Peace of the Commonwealth, the U- 
nion of Families, the Prevention of Ci- 
vil Wats, Faftions and Cabals, which 
deftroy a Country infioittly more than 
the heaviefl; Taxes ; no Man hath a 
natural Right to any thing more than 
what is abfolutcly for hisPrefervation: 
It the publick Good requires, that a 
Man fliould part with the Superfluity 
of his Eftate, he ought not to com- 
plain, becaufe it only takes from him 
what he hath no natural Right to ; fot 
the moft important Things which tend 
to his Prefervation are Life, Liberty, 

It is not pretended herein, to juftify 

the inhumane and barbarous Coiidufi 

of 
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of feme Sovereigns, who opprefs their 
Subjefts with exorbitant Taxes, often 
depriving them even of Neceffaries ; 
thefe are inexcufable Monilers of Hu- 
manity. I only maintain, that if we 
cannot put a Stop to their ExcefTes 
by fuch Means as are lawful, and con- 
fiftent with Order and Subordination, 
wc muft fuffer them with Patience. I 
fliaU always fay, with N a r b a l in 
Telemachxjs, where fpeaking of 
PiGMALioN, whofe Defcription 
reprefents the moft execrable Tyrant : 
For mj Party 1 fear the Gods : what/a- 
ever befah nie, i Jball be faithful to the 
King whom they hofve fet over me : I 
would rather that he jbould take away my 
Ufey than I Jbould deftroy him^ or be 
wanting even in his Defence. Nothing 
is more frightful than Tyranny, when 
we refleft thereupon ; but this Difor- 
der vaniflies when wc look upon thfc 
fupream Providence, who appoints 
thefe tranfirory Diforders for the Ac- 
complifliment of his eternal Order. 
It would therefore be rebelling againft 
God, t^ rebel againft the Powers 

which 
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which he harh eftablillied, tho' th^ 
fliould abufe their Authority. 

This Reflection leads us natuc^y to 
coniider, whether Religion may be 
any Pretence for RebeUion. The falfe 
Devotees of all Religions and Sedaries 
cry out with one general Voice, Relr 
gio fanBa fuimnum jm. This Opiuioa 
proceeds frotn a faUe Idea of ReligioB, 
as the other comes firom a. falfe Idcft 
of the Happinefs of the People : No- 
thing is more great, ot more noble, 
than Religion ; notkuig is more meao 
and defpicable, than che Idea which 
thefe formal Devotees conceive there- 
of. Men do oot unde'rlland what Ke- 
ligLOn is, when they make it confift 
only of outward Worfliip ; for this 
VVorfbip is only the Expreflion, and 
not the Ellence of Religion. 

The eflential Part ot Religion coa- 
Ms in the Sacriiice of the Spirit and 
the Will, to believe all that God 
would have us believe, and to love 
what he would have us love : This 
Religion fubfiUs in the Heart, even 
when it cannot outwudly be expref- 
fed. Ko Sovereign, no Cteature vi- 
able. 
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fible, or invifible, no Law, nor no 
Ptinifliinenr, can either force it in, or 
idrive it from rhence. 

It is no extraordinary Thing, thac 
weak Heads, Enthufiafls, or fuperfti- 
tious Perfons, who maite all Religion 
fionfift ia die Profeffion of certain 
Forms, or in the Frai^ice of certain 
Ceremonies, fliQuld imagine, that they 
joay throw aiide their Religion as they 
do chcit old Cloaehs, and other Lum- 
ber. Deceitful and cunning Men will 
eaftly engage them to take up Arms, 
by perfuading thena, that it is for the 
Benefit of Religion to do To : But tbof« 
who know,, that true Piety confifts in 
helieving, tlunking, and loving, as 
God would have us, will newer rebel 
againft the lawful Powers. Faith and 
Charity are iadepecdent of all outward 
Conflrainc, they perfei5t tliemfelves in 
the Temple of the Heart, when Vio- 
lence only hinders expreSing them 
outwardly ; and even then it is, that 
we fiiffer for, and through them, ami 
the CroTs becomes the moft perfcft 
Exercire. 
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When a Prince would compel us 
t!ie Obfervancc of a Religious WorQj 
which appears to us contrary ro wl 
we Ihould pay the Diviniry, we . 
no: obliged to obey hira ; but then 
are not to rebel : The only Reme 
is, to fuffcr the Punifljments which 
irapofes upon usj for though it (ho 
never be allowed to rebel againft i 
fupream Powers, yet however, it 
not reafonablc to obey all their im 
ous and imreafonablc Commands. 

There is a great Difference betwi 
Aflive Obediencc.which makes us I 
nifters of Evil, and Paffive Obedien 
which makes ns fuff-'er what we cam 
help, without diflurbing the eftabli 
cd Order and Subordination. 

But, fay fome, if we can put 
End to Tyranny by the Death o 
fingle Man ; if w;e can fave our Coi 
try, by facrificing the Tyrant, is i 
the publick Good to be preferr'd 1 
fore the Life of a fingle Monfter 
Humanity ? 

When Sovereigns accuftom the 
(eivts ro know no other Law than th 
own arbicrary WiWs, x-Vwj \xtv6,«to 
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the Foundation of their Authority ; a 
fudden and violent Revolution will en- 
fue, which under Pretence of bringing 
into its natural Courfc this overflow- 
ing Power, very often defiroys it : the 
People will revolt fboner or later, and 
God will fenrc himfelf thereby, as 
the Inftruments of his Juftice, in pu- 
niihing wicked Princes. Bat thefe fa* 
tal Diforders, which God only per- 
mits, are they fixed and eonftant Rules 
for wife and good Citizens ? On one 
fide, Monarchs ought to know, that 
defpotick Tyranny will inBillibly pro* 
duce the Deftruflion of their Power. 
On the other, Subjefts ought to re* 
member, that it is the Doty of every 
good Citiasen to fufler, rather than re* 
bel, when he cannot hinder the Abufes 
of the Sovereign Authority, without 
running the Rifque of overthrowing all 
Subordination, and reducing every 
thing into Anarchy by Rebellion. 

Ir we were fure of preferving the 
Peace iand Order of Society, and re- 
dreffing the Evils of our Country, by 
facrificing a fingle Man \ without 
doubt the Laws of fimpk lic}C\c^ >«^\5v^ 
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require this Sactificcu But coa ve be 
Xjertain, that in iUhellioa ic is tb^ 
lA>ve of our Couutx^ wliich excites m \ 
jtjbat cbc Prince is o^ a TjFcaoc ; this 
4us Faults arc iocaciuable ; tbac 4bts 
ip^ath will piu a Stop CO onr Calaai- 
u^%i that vie ilullfiaa a better Pnooe 
jto Kcigu ever us after hia; 4PdJf) 
ftort, that this Exaople ^ Rfjyilfeoa 
.dfid' fioir a Un^ulCaufe^ viU nor for 
rAtOi the unruly f affions 4>f Tboufiw^ 
iA Men ^itb ixrtfqiiaBabJe BKcenM^ 
Wmakiog-nev fitebdUoM. and fb«i- 
.dcimioe the FemftdariftD ^aH £0009 
M^^wexure tbeDifiufiesof the gKMcl 
Body Polidckt by nfiug violent M» 
thodSs which fliould not be uied, and 
if Hude uie of^ wpuld psodcice fucii 
£& As, as w;ai^ exkd ia the Deflhn- 
^tion of ev cry GoveruAcnt. 

Bittiiippofie, that accocdiug to PO' 
Ucy, that AS. to fay, accosdisig so tbc 
Laws for the prefeor and adual Good 
of the Society^RebeiUon was aUcw'd; 
it would, however, be contrary to Na* 
rural Rdigion, which is the Foooda- 
tion of all true Policy. 

Upcal 
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I Ipeak as.a Philofopher, who knows 
no Revealed Relijgion but that which 
reprd$ this fupream Providence, firegn 
wnom dicwe Sovereignty is deriveid. 
Crowns, £nEU)ipe$, and the Govern- 
ment oTRepupJicks, w^re not fccJJLo w- 
cd "by Wind "Chance, or fiortunfe : let 
U$ tberefprej:e.verence thqte to wtiom 
ijex> h^tih i^ven theoip even t&Ugh 
thpjr ibtrfe .tneir Aophctfity^ 
.1 doflot fpc«k of tljiofc who ufiup 

'tbf Sovercljnty, Ijy the UmpleTer- 

jntffiqQ pf Providence^ l^ut of th^fe 
tp ivihom ijie Sovereign Mitfter of ibc 

' Vnj^r^ gjlvcs'Sapream Authority, ac- 
cordioi^tDtbe nece^Jiry La wf cft^pIHh* 
tA Bat prcfenriAE the Ordler of Societ]r> 

'9$ Heredicarv Right, for Example. 

Qov Witt not fafer his Peo^e to 
be continuatty ppprcfs^ witk evu Go- 
vernment, jieitber will tie trouJble the 
Univcrfe wjrti cpntifiual TenmeAs,Wc 
ought tberejfi^re to fupport bad Princes, 
in regard 10 {his Si^pream Providence, 
who knows exadly how far he wAl 
permit Tyrants to chaftife a Nation. 
All the Arguments of thefe Lovers 

of Independency h&ve no other Force 

V3^ 
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in them, than to deny all Providence r 
CO believe the World governed by blind 
Chance ; and I don't fay all Revealed 
Religion, but the pure Refpeft and 
WorSiip of the Divinity, where the 
true Philofopher will find the Source 
of all his Duties. 

It \% true, that in all Sorts of Go- 
vernment, Monarchical or Mixed, Ab- 
folute or Limited^ Hereditary or Ple- 
Aive, it (houlid always be auowe^ to 
reprefent the Grievances of the Na- 
tion, in cafe of any general Opipref- 
fion which threatens the Ruin ot the 
Commonwealth. It \% a Duty of the 
Law of Nature^ to ezpofe the Condi- 
tion of the People to their commoti 
Father, who being furrounded by craF 
ty Courtiers, cannot know the Parti 
culars of the Nation, nor fee with hi: 
own Eyes all the Evils which oppref 
it : For which Reafon the Empero: 
CoNSTANTiNE made this excel 
lent Law, {a) * If any Perfon, fays hi 
^ of what Place, Order, or Dignit] 
* foever he be, can prove, that an] 

' 
7 " 

(a) Lib. Cod, Theod, d^'AccufaK 
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of my Judges, Confidents, Friends, 
or Courtiers, have aded unjuftly, 
let him come * to me, without any 
manner of Fear, and in full Security, 
let him boldly ask for me ; I will hear 
him myfelf j I will examine the Af- 
fair, and I will be revenged on him 
who hath deceived me by falfe Ap* 
pearances of Juftice ; and I will heap 
Favours and Dignities on every one, 
that (hall difcover thefe Deceivers. 
It is never below the Sovereign Ma- 
jefty, to hearken to the humble Peti- 
tions of his People, and to judge be* 
tween them and his unjuft Minifters; 
he is the Father of his People. 

It is no Breach of the Paternal 
Right, to (hew him that which he can- 
not always difcover himfelf. * There 
is no other Remedyy fays an lUuftrious 
Magiftrate of the la{l Age, (a) when 
the AffeBions oj the SubjeB is alienated 
from the Prince, but to call together the 
General Eflates of the Kingdom, ac- 
cording to the Cufiom in France. It is 
in this Tribunal only, where may be 

^ heard 

(r) Hift. de Monf. de Thov. Lib. 25. 



94 * ^» ES S AT upph 

^ beard* and cedrefs'cf tEe' Gdiiusi^df s 

* of cfie wHole Katlon. In tli.ele PuK* . 

* lick AfleiiiblJbs Subje^ ^ntct* intb 

* Conference witli chtir Jhihce s tBq^ , 

* lay open tHeir Gri«Vanc«s Defoce 
^ bim^ and' afterwards fatknic tfi«rih . 




^ the wbola mtioti groanuig. 
^ the Load of its Neceffities. 

Let us not then To freely compGua 
of Princes^ ; they are oftan Koueft in 
their Ptocdedings^ whicli afVefwards 
prove unjuft ; for being. deceMred> iud 
furrounded by their MlniSers,. tli^ 
cannot difcover the Trutht tct us- 
therefore accufe ourfelves^ for not hay- 
ing Courage fufficient to declare tbe . 
Truth to Princes : The Love of our 
Country is almofl extingui£bed ; every , 
one thinks only of himfelf^ and how . 
he may aggrandize his Fortune, ne- 
ver minding the Su£fcrings of others. 
Kingdoms pcxHh' more thr-ough thfe 
want of having good" Subjed$;tnan B6- 
caufe there are often bad Sovereigns. 

We 



Wc fhouidncver take up Anxu againfl 
j^ful Scf^rcigns: we fa^ve feea the fa^ 
[ ConiequenceS'OEit. Eefi the Eocen^ 
ms 06 chtt: Siib|pe<^ be Mver fo good ^ 

^e EiitMnrities: to whicht they ara 
juaed) neim? fo* great ; the Remedy 
gVwms&iX^y becaufeit opensa^Door 

HlHiftlers tBUKc: deficu^ve ohaiv 
ofe we woaldddi^ei: ouifeives^ from, 
itif it is^nevtr allowed to takeup Atms 
any Cafe whadbever, how much 
>re monfttou^ isit, to ad even againfl; 
s Perfotvof the King himfelE,. tho- ic 
ghc be allowM to hold our felvesoti. 
I defenfiMe Parr, to hindertbe Abu&s 
his Authority- ; yjstic would be ali* 
tys pernicious,; ti^* make ufe of this 
)lenr Remedy to any other end, than 
drive fnom* the Throne, bafeandun^ 
>rtiHy Kf ini(ters^wHo^tceivc Princes; 
d to have ftiee Accefs to the facred' 
rfon of the King, in order to advifa 
n of the State of the Nation; When 
bjeds approach their Sovereign in 
:h a Nfenner, they have no* more to 
•^ but lay open theiv Grievances, re- 
onftratin^ to him, with doe* Vener^ 
m, that NecefiltjF, which hach no 
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Law, obliges them to addrcfs them* 
felves'to him alone; they mufi bold 
themfel ves faft at theFoot of hisThrbne; 
they are not allowed to mount higher. 
They have no Right to judge or puniilh 
the Father of their Country^ He hath 
committed Faults, but he hath been 
drawn thereto, by his own Pafllons, 
or thofe of his Courtiers ; but for all 
that, he \% always a Father, theDepofi- 
tary of the Divine Authority, and the 
Source of Order and Subordination. 
His Crimes give no one a Right over 
his Life. 

Sovereignty being expofed to much 
Hatred, violent Temptations, and often 
to voluntary Miftakes, which have fuch 
dreadful Confequences as Sovereigns 
cannot prevent; we muft theretore 
maintain a particular Safety for their 
Perfons ; and this is the unanimous 
Opinion of all Nations. 

According to Q^uintus Cur- 
T lu s, * People who live under Kings, 

* have the fame veneration for the royal 

* Name, as for the Divinity. Artaban 
' the Perfian faid, that the befl; of all 

/ Lz^ws i^ that, wVvvcVv ccitMCLiivds us 



Yev 
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' to honour and obey the King, as 

* the Image o£ God, who is the Pre- 

* ferver of all Things; and Plu- 
' T A R c H i2£on A G I s fays. That ic 
^ is an imjjioi^ ^Aion^ to attempt 
^ the PerfoDof the H^ngi whatfoever 
\ his Faults may t>e. §3 great is the 
Truth of this AfTertion, that accord- 
ing to thq Confeflion of all Nations, 
tlie Perfoifat of Kings ought to be in- 
violable. ; ;. ^ 

It i$. thus Vc piuft fupport, with 
&f oderation andRefped, the common 
Father of our Country in his natural 
Xnfirmities-^ it is thus.we muft endea- 
vour ;o ibrten.thc. ^ge of Tyrants, 
withQuc b^9g 'i^y rants oiirfelves, in 
t^ing waotuig. iQJ our Duties : They 
merit no other Refpeft, but as they 
are Depofitaries of the Divine Autho- 
rity, ^ as there is an abfolute Ne- 
ceffitjf to regar4. this Authority as in- 
violabie; for tKc Love e vein of our 
Country, therefore we ought t6 have 
a tender Regard to the Power which 
r^fides in them. If it is ever allowed 
130 puni0i ands dippp& Sovereigns,, you 
w>U' formiS^kam^ M.^\\m^^W 
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tences of ovcrthtd^iirtnk'tlie* Rof^il Att- 
thoricy when they fitafdn^eihfielTes-aMe ; 
you will e^cpofe all.fcrt^ of Oofcm- 
mehc to fad^' Rev^itiJti^ / md y»u 
will often delivet'i^ th^'Beft P|!incfes 
to the Rage and ftiryof tb^fbjpyide^ 
I do not (peak her^ jii Gafcor a ina- 
nifeft Delirium or Ma^hefr, as wbetra 
Sovereign flaj^s hfs Sdfa&fts fbt" hiiiowi 
DiVcriirtf, »«fte Hittf olF' ft*pt/, Vho-^ 
by the Inftisation of his Mnitihafl^ 
forbad his SuEjcfts toTitl chic Grotwdx 
becaufe they fliould be reduced by Fa- 
mine to eat one another. In Cai(: seven 
of evident Folly/ theitf fhonld be no 
ftiperior. Judges^ rb dqjofci Pfintes-; a 
Confultatioh of 'Wj^ fufBciont; 

to engage the Body of t^e'Katioi*, to- 
bind the Hands of fuch a Soveregn, as 
they wonU do to a Madman : Beit in- 
fuqh. Cafes a's'tteft/W tnuft-t«*fctffc'' 
in inviolable Itefj^i^ft: fpr tt^ Ptrptt^f 
;b,e ?tinct. * ■ ' '-^^'r "-; ^ ^-'^'^ - 
• If Sub/caS would -pb^-'th'tt^^^ 
duft with their Ptintts, tjiey- W^rf* 
prevent three grrit Evib, . whiW^tolV 
tbCrivuin or Kmgaonis, 'zVit/.tttctotaF 

' ^- '-^ ^ pie, 
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e, the impious and facrilcgious Af- 
ifiaacion ot Sovereigns, and unjuft 
rfurpations. 

1 fpeak here only of the Obedience 
lie CO the fupreme Power of any Scacc 
r Rin^Ofn, for if cbofe who govern 
'€ only iimple Executors of the Law^ 
id not Sovereign Legiflatocs, thecc 
ill be always fome Refource againfl 
le Abufes of their Authority ; and 
lofe in whom the fupreme Power re^ 
jes, may and ought to punifh them : 
r when once this fupreme Authority 

fixed by the Fundamental Conftitu- 
on of the Nation to one or more Per- 
ns, it is then no more allowed to re- 

ThiiDo&riae wkicb we have beei% 
ivancing, is noc conrfioM to Royalty 
ily, as i£ we were Idolaters: thereof. 
he Coafpiracy of Cataline againO: 
e Scnaitei of Romef. was ooc lefs crim i- 
1 than that of Cromwell agaiaft 
e* Ca>wa c^ Enghntt-^ a)l. Dotnini- 
Sy of whaitkindifeeT^ their Govern*, 
svt be, oi^t to have a pawerful la- . 
»ft in (anrourimg; the PriQ^if»le$ of 
bediencc^3!«liidi; wcb»9e ^eiftf^ijr- 

E 2 ' cd 
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ed to eftabli(h : Our Defign \%^ not to 
condemn any Form of .lawful.Govem- 
ment, but to ftrive to make thc^m all 
efteemed as facred and inviolable, and 
to infpire every oae. with the love of 
Peace and Submifiion, as. being Vcr- 
tues not only of good Citizens^ bu( of 
true Philofophers. 



Chap. XL 

Of the fever al Tarts of S^e- 
reignty^ its Extent and Baun- 
daries. 

COvereign Authmty fuppofcth a Power 
*^ of preventing Diforders ahd Vio- 
lences both within and without, which 
might deftroy Society ; and for attain- 
ing this End, it is necelTary that the 
Sovereign Ihould have three forts of 
Right. 

I. The Ri^ht of marking out, or fpe- 
cifying to bis &ibjefts thofe Rules of 
Conduft which Ihould inftrud every 
one in what he ought to do or not do, 
in order to ptefcrre the Peace of the 

Nation; 
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Nation ; and what he ought to fuffer 
if he is wanting in the Obfervation of 
thefe Laws ; this is what Politicians 
call the Legijlatvve Poiver. 

2. It is not fufficient to prevent the 
interior Maladies of the grand Body 
Politick ; it muft alfo be defended a- 
gainft the Violences which proceed 
from without^ by a Power of arming 
the Citizens to defend themfelves a- 
gainft all thofe who would attack 
them; and this is what is called tke 
Power of making IVar and Peace. 

^. The Wants of the Nation necef- 
fanly requiring confiderable Expences, 
both in Times of War and Peace, it 
is requifite that Sovereigns fiiould have 
the Power of raifing Forces, and o- 
bliging'the Citizens, or Subje&s, to con- 
tribute what is necelTary, in order to 
fatisfy the Wants of the Country. 

By thefe different Prerogatives, So- 
vereigns acquire three forts of Rights 
over their Subjefts, viz,, a Right over 
their ABions^ a Right over their Per- 
fonsy and a Right over their Goods. But 
God, from whom all Sovereign Au- 
thority proceeds, doth not give this 

E 3 Powec 
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Vowtt to tbofe who arc iovefled v^ith 
kf that they QiovAd ufe it acconliog 
to their own Fancies. He hath aca* 
tain End in truftiog Mcft with an Asi- 
thority fo large ; and this End it the 
Ruk and Supreme Law, acconUog to 
which thefe Rights are to be uMi ; 
and this Law is no other than dbc^^fa^ 
UAGmL 

The Rule of judging Vettue 4Hid 
Vice, is the fame in PcAicy MS hi Ml^ 
ralicy, in whole Societies, as in every 
individual Perfon t Motrin always cci* 
mioal, when he a&s according to iAf 
own Will, which only ads in CoofiBt* 
mity to himfelf, or for his own prmke 
-Advantage: He is always Tertiions> 
when his Will is regulated by thelore 
of the Univerfal Good, the Good of 
himfelf, and all other reafonable Be^ 
ings. So in Policy, Princes can neret 
err when they ad by no other Law 
than the publick Good ; but every So- 
vereign, who afts only for his own 
Self-Intereft, without any regard tothe 
general Good of Society, is a Tpw$i. 

Soveretfpa 
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Sovereigns have no Judges upon 
Earch ilbove cheni) (o as to punifli 
them, but they have always a Law a- 
bove them, in order to regulate them. 

* To whom, fays Plutarch, (a) 

* can the Prince be fubjeft ? I anfwer, 

* That he is Tubjed to this living Law. 

* which Pindar calls the King of 
^ Mortal^ and Immortals, which is 
^ AQt wrote in Books^ oor graved Oa 
' Copper Tables^ becaufe it is no o* 

* ther than Reafou^whidi always dwells 
' wkhin him, and conllantly obfcrvcs 

* him, and never leaves his Mind in 
^ Independency. From whence it fol- 

* lows, 

/.'.f.. .Sayisrieigins have ^nb other Right 
oi^ the Ji^cms 6 thaa 

.is tJticy regard tlie publiek Good of 80- 
ciety^ ana the Aa vantage o( the Ka- 
.tion ; they have no Right over the Li- 
berty of the Mind, or the Will of the 
Subje<£ts ; their Power only extendi its 
fclf.to outward Anions: No Sove* 
reign can, for Example, require the 
interior Faith of his Subjeds.on the 

£ 4 account 



(/?) Flutstfh fie Principe Indodo. 
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account of Religion ; he may i;iiQdi 
the pubtick Exercife of it, or thb ope 
Profeffion of certain Forms, Opimoni 
or Ceremonies^ wijich difturb' rNe Pea< 
of the Nation, ;'thrOfl^'tfaii*!Di^eMt 
and Muinplicity' of . .^Aarics V'.Bi 
his Authority goes lib -^fiirtt^ier V It^bt 
longs to the Ecctefiafticat PowerV,^ 
blilhed by God, whofe Ddty it is^ t 
inftruft theNatiod,'fo\tPC]1Wadidit!iu] 
cpntihtitjg Ai'ganten^tiiat G%^*iii^ 
added td the LaW"natt^;',ii I^^fi 
pernamr^ ; ' ^^\Yii^^&\^-mii 
be left to their perfisid' Uibeity - to ti 
amine every one for himfelf^' the Ai 
thority and Motives of the Crpdibili 

cyoJPtfafisRevelatidn: * RT^li^oa-cofau 

* iiX)mGop^/ aceUyd^Mn^^^^ 

* Itis abovefiungs; if Riiij^ in termed 
^ die with Religion, infiead of prot( 

* ding it, they bring it into Subjefii 



* on. 



a. Sovereigns have, no Right ov€ 
the Perfons of theif SnbypafS/ but onl 
as far as ishecefTary for the public 
Good : Sovereignty immediately^ dc 

rive 

{b) rc\tm.laftEd}f.Bo$kXXllL.'y [ 
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rives its Authority from Go d : Its 
Rightsfliould -never be contrary to the 
Defigns for which God gave them. 
God doth not give Sovereignty, to 
be an Executrix of Injuftice, Violence, 
Cruelty, and ail other brucifh and in* 
human PafSons of barbarous and am* 
bitious Princes. It is He only which 
hath a Right over the Lives of his 
Creatures; He hath communicated this 
Right, only for the Prefervation of Or- 
der, and preventing the Violation of 
i theLaws j therefore no Sovereign ought 
V to take away the Life of any of his 
^ Subjeds, unlefs they are convided by 
the fame Laws which they have vio- 
lated : This is what is called the Li- 
ber^ of the SubjeSi^ which ought to be 
facred and inviolable among Princes. 

3. Sovereigns have no Right over 
the particular Goods of their Subjeds, 
but only fo far as is neceflary for the . 
publick Good. The Hereditary Right . 
of Lands, and that of Crowns, being < 
founded upon the fame Principles, 
therefore to deftroy the oUff; is to at- 
tack the other, and this is what is cal- 
led the.Right of Property. 

E 5 Whctk 



10^ An ESS AT vpm 

When the publick Good requires it^ 
Sovereigns may punilh the AAions^ 
facriiice the Perfons, and feixe npoa 
the Goods of particular Perfons, te^ 
caufe theLibcrty^refetFatioDjaiid pub- 
lick Good of Society ooght to be pre- 
ferr'd to the Libeny, Frefervationj and 
particular Property of one or nvore 
Sub jefts. Sovereigns are only the Pre- 
fcrvets of the Laws, the Execotofrs of 
Juftioe^ the Fathers and Guardians of 
the People: Every Adion which is 
nor a necetfary Confequence of thefe 
Qualities, is an Abufe of SovereiM 
Authority : Every Law which is aiade, 
every War which is declared , and eve- 
ry Tax vrhich is levied, with' any other 
View than that of the publick Good, 
is a Violation of the eflential Rights 
of Humanity. All Men being of one 
and the fame Species, Menibers of 
one and the fame Commonwealth, and 
of one and- the fame Family ; no one 
can, by any manner of Right, whether 
inherent or communicative, deprive 
Men of thtk Being, or their Wdl- 
being, il^thoutitbe abfotutely necef- 
fary for the common Good of Socie'^ 
ty. But 
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But fince it is abfolutely neceffary 
for the Repofe and Prefervacion of So-^ 
ciety^ thAt lAiere ftoold be a Judge in 
the deritfer keffort, '■ of thofc Things, 
which the puUick Good requires ; fo 
it is as neceflary, chat the Depofita^ 
ries of the Supreme Authority &ould 
fovereignly dettritiine therein, with^ 
out which, by endeavouring to gviard 
our felves againft the Corruptions of 
Authority, we fhould deftroy every 
fixed Principle of Authority, and (0 
fall into Anarchy^ the greateft of all E- 
vils, without any. manner ofComparifon. 

Thus arc the Rights of Sovereign- 
ty neceflfary to hinder the Abufes of So- 
ciety. Thus are the Boundaries of So- 
vereignty neceflfary to hinder the Abufes 
of Authority. For the Frefervation of 
Order, it is nec^flary that Men (faould 
be Tubjea to Men, tho' weak, fallible, 
and overcome with innumerable Faf- 
fiofls. It is therefore impoffible to 
chufe any Form of Government which 
is not expofed to a. tboufand Mifchiefs 
and InconviS^if^ncies. By endeavouring 
to avoid* the fTightful Evils of Anar- 
chy, we run the rifqae of falling into 

Slavcrv- 
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S»«uy. By living; witbOmi^My. naii^' 
n«r of GoretnvQCQC^. nife ;inf4pA»CcaqM 
lavage. In lii^iog msder GofCropicitf^ 
we may become SUveiu .^$a4£ai^.^ < 
humane Nature ! but wife Jgftj^iflir* 
ment of Providence, ^i freeing iislcQiai 
this life, and mfakiAgn^afpim toaw^ 
ther, where Man Jit.9o;more^jM>jjB<8i 
to Man^ but to, the; .S^vvriirjii i^vfm^ 

Chap. XII. . 

Of the different Forms of Go- 
vernments. • 

TH E Defign of all wife Legifla- 
tors^ and the End of all the dif- 
ferent Syftems of Polity, have been to 
tegutate the Sovereign Authority after 
fnch a^ manner, that it may equally a- 
voidthefe twoInconveniencies9tiriL; tb^ 
arbitrary Power of Anarchy, and the 
defpotick Power of Sovereigns, or that 
of the Populace. 

Some have imagin^'d, that Sovereign* 
ty is a Tiltafttte too vaft to be tnaitod 
with a fingle Perfon : Othera have 
thought, that it is a Treafore too pre* 

cious 
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eious to leave to the difpofal of the 
Multitude : Some have conceived^ that 
the Heads of the People are the moft 
proper to be Guardians of it : Others 
in fliort are perfuaded^ that it muft 
be divided between the King, Lords 
and Commons. Thefe are the Springs 
of all thofe Forms of Government to 
which the World has diftinguifhed by 
the various Names of Defnocratkal, A- 
rijiocratical. Monarchical^ and mixed Go- 
vernmehtS' .: 

Democraiical or Popular Government, 
is not that where every particular Per- 
fon battta deliberative Voice, and an 
equal Power in the Government, ; that 
is impoffible and abfurd : Popular Qo- 
verhment; is ] that wjiere the People 
. {iibmit themfelves to a certain Num- 
ber of Magiftrates, whom they htve a 
right to choofe and change whtn t}f ey 
ate not concent with their Adminiftr^- 
tion. 

^ri>20cr^/W Government, is that 
where the Sovereign Authority is^cooi- 
mitted to^ ilipream and lafiiag. Coun- 
cil ; fo that the Senate alone hath thr 

Right of choofing their owa Mem- 
bers, 
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h€tty wW' thof! i b«tG«M>tri0aiRpfiy 

whert the SowitigKy^eittlMy'Mfiiis 
in one (ingle Pcttek r fn'«piteiy flai- 
on i;rhere eke Pmce' i^<iiti9<^.totlie 

able. oo'oduM fikr ^Am/CdiM^^ iife 
CdmnuQentic tiM tJitt&fetliditf^-fitr 
doth tlic SoveKignt)^ t«ft3« jfi eiit^^^ 
gle ^Perfon* ,.;. t-j '■•• ■ .^ 

Nothing is more curious, ^fefthofe ! 
Hirtio would compare tte iMonwiien- ' 
" cies and Ad^titajg^ off^tfe clibeeSiblts 
«rGH()^6nmieiit,th«n thac^iiMc^^ f^^ijd 
ifi the FatHer of Hiftoriitis H % k ^ o o- 
Y if s : He tells us what paAd in die 
Otfikril 'Of the 'Tervem Grandtcs of iP«^- 
/fii) ■" Wifen -they trtre for eftabliflnfl^ tz 
m^"^ Fpvm t4F iGoirernmenc jfcer 'liic 
l>e^atb <»f C A ftf'B ¥ t B s, and tbeJPa- 
ni^bment of M a c u s, wboliad ofarp- 
ed the Throne, under Pretence of 
befng SjpfsuDts, the Smobf Cy- 
ikvs. '[ ■■ ■'■■y-' '■' '■'/" -.^ ■' '■ 

OriAtlEC '«raS<:Of OpMMlly'.liHIt 

P^/^ ftwkl be made iifub^a- Gun- 
AonwoaMiy Md fpfdx alter this man- 
ner: 
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Hcr : * I do not think that the Go- 
vernment is to be trufted in the 
Hands of a finglc Pcrfon ; you know 
very well to what Excefles C a m- 
B T s E s carried it, and to what a 
degree of Infolencc we have- feen 
Magus exceed it : therefore how 
can the State be well governed by a 
Monarchy, where one fingle Perfon 
is allowed to do every thing accor- 
ding to his own Fancy ? An Autho- 
rity without any Bridle, may eafily 
deceive the moft virtuous, and ftrip 
him of his beft Qualities. 
* Envy and Infolencc, bear away 
Riches and Profperity ; and all other 
Vices flow from thefe two, when a 
a Perfon is Mafter of every ri«ng; 
Kings commonly hate honeft Peo- 
ple, who oppofe their un juft De- 
figns ; but they carefs the wicked, 
who favour them : A finglc Man 
cannot fee every thing with his own 
Eyes; he oftcns hears lying Reports 
and falfe Accufations ;' — he over- 
throws the Laws and Cufloms of 
Countries ; he attacks the Honour of 

* Wifes : ke caufes the Innocent to 

* die 
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die by his own Caprice and Power. 
When the Muldtude have the Go- 
vemment in their HaDds^ the Equa- 
lity which there \& among the Citi- 
zens, prevents all tbofe Mifchiefis ; 
the M^giftratcs are defted by Votes 
or by Lots; they render an Ac- 
count of their Adminiftration \ and 
make all their Refolutions in com- 
mon. It is my Advice therefore, 
that we reje& Monarchy, and intro- 
duce popular Government, becaufe 
we can more probably find all things 
beneficial in the Hands of many Per- 

* fons, than in one fingle Man. 
This was the Opinion of O t a- 

N fi s : but MagabyS£s fpoke thus 
in favour of Ariflocracy. 

^ I approve, jfays he, the Sentiments 
! of Otanes, to extirpate Monar-* 
V chy ; but I believe that he hath not 

* taken the right Way, by perfwaditig 
^ us to leave the Government to the 
^; Diredion of the Multitude ; for it is 
^ certain, that nothing can be imagi- 
' ned lefs wife, and more infolenr 

* than the Populace : For what Reafon 
[ would he withdraw himfelf from the 

• Power 



t 
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Power of a (ingle Perfon, to aban- 
don himfelf to the Tyranny of a 
blind and diforderly Multitude i If 
a King undertakes any confidera- 
ble '. Enterpnze^ he is capable of 
hearkeningtotheCounfels of others : 
Buttfae.PeoplcareJikea blind.Mon- 
fier, who have neither Reafon, not 
Capacity ; they know neither good 
Manners^ Vjrtue, nor .their own In-* 
terefts ;. they do every . thing with 
FrteipitatioD^ without ; -Judgmentt 
land^thout Order; like a mighty 
Torrent which runs with that S wifi^ 
ne(s, as .knows no Boundaries 1 If 
any on* therefore defires the Ruin of 
the Pirfins^ tetfiopoiar Gomnincst 
be,eftabli{hed ..amongftj tktn x fot 
my pitt, I am of Opinion, that we 
ought to make choice of (bme Ho- 
neft and Virtuous Perfons, that the 
Government and .the Power oiay be 
put iptotheir Hands.': . 
: ^ch werp the Sentiments of M a^* 

OA9T.sB$, after, whom Darius 

fpoke in thefe Terms. 

* I think that there is much Juilice 

! in dieDlftourfe of Maqaby^es, 

; i • ' againft 
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agaioft Popular Gaircrnme«t ; bat 
yet, mcthinks all tbe ReafiM 10 the 
World, is not on his Side, wboi he 
would prefer the Govemmcnt of 
a fmall number of Periboa» before 
Monarchy. It is pofirivdy tine, 
that nothing can be imagined better 
or more per£e&,thaa cfae GoirenuBcnt 
of one fingle and virtuoiis Pexfoo. 
Befides, when one fingle Perfinis 
GoTemour; k is very difficidt far bis 
Enemies to difcover his fecret Coufi- 
fels and Enterprifes. But when the 
Government is in the Hands of mioy I- 
PerTons, it is impoffible to pretent^ 
the Hatred and Enmity 'wfaidh com- 
monly take^ RootiamongiK tkeio} for 
as every one would be rar'eftaUifli^ 
ing his own Opinion, id aihorttime 
they would become Enemies to each 
other. Emulation and Jealoufy wilt 
divide them, and then! their Hatred 
is carried even to Ercefs \ from 
thence fpring Seditions, ftom Sedi- 
tions, Murders, and in fine, from 
Blood and Murder there infenfibly 
fpriqgs up Monarchy. Thus Go- 
! vernment always falls into the 

' Hands 



I 
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Hands of a fingle Pcrfon. In a Po- 
pular State, it is impoiTible but there 
muft be much Corruption and Ma- 
lice. It is true, that Equality engen- 
ders no Hatred i but foments Friend- 
{hip amoQgft wicked Men^ who 
maintain one another^ until Tome one 
of them^ makes himfelf vtty confi- 
derablc with the People, (o as to 
gain Authority over the Multitude; 
he difcovers their PIptSi, and fees 
through their Ftrfidioufnefs : Then 
this Man makes himfelf truly a Mo« 
piu^y^amd (torn thence ic may be 
acknowledged that Monarchy is the 
mod: Natural poyerni9ent ; fince 
^ the $ie;ditions of A r. i s t o^ b. a c t ^ 
juhI ' the Corruptions of Dp >i o- 
c K A c r, canfe us equally to return 
to the Unity of the ^preme Power 
in one Perfon/ 
The Qpfkipn pf P a r i v s was ap- 
{iroved, aod she Gorecnmem: of P s n- 
s I A became A/btmnbicat, 

We may conclude from the Dif- 
caurfes of thefe Sages of Antiquity, 
that all the different Forms of Govern- 
ment are fubjeft to the fame Abufes 
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o( the Sovereign Authority. Thefc 
Abufes are not found altogether in the 
Government of a fihgle Perfon ; the 
Ephori of Sfarta, the Decern Vhi of itame, 
and ihtSuffetes o( Carth^e,wctc no leifs 
cruelii^nd barbarous than Hero and 
Caligula. The Ifeinocracy of 
Afiens^\ftet L ysa nd er^ when the 
thirty Tyrants, which he had efta- 
blifhed, had aviated to their Coun- 
cil three thoufand morei (a) is (och a 
Tyranny, which (hocks HontiDitXi 
and i MafTacre continually be&nc out 
Eyes of the beft Citizens and SQbjfefts. 
The Treatment which the fame Gem- 
mon-wealth gave to Miltxadb S| 

ArISTIDBS Th EMI S TOCt'Bl 

and Pericles, their beft GeheialSi 
and moft faithful Friends, denotes how 
far the furious and blind People may 
be tyrannical. 

Faftions, Cabals^ Intrigaes, and 
Ele&ions, very often, if not always, 
render the Government of the People 
as Uujuft, Violent, and Defpotick, as 

that 



{a) Xenephon de Rebus Grxcis, 
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:hat of the moll Arbitrary Monarch, 
^e muft certainly be ignorant of Hu- 
nane Nature^ and be ignorant in all 
Eiiftory, not to know, that whole So- 
:ieties are fut^jed to the fame Caprice, 
:he fame Millakes, and the fame Pal- 
ions as fingle Perfons. 

But in Popular Government, every 
me hopes to be a Tyrant in his turn, 
iccording as he influences his Admi- 
-ers. The Defpotifm of a (ingle Man, 
S9 without doubt, a very great Evil ; 
mt Anarchy it ftill a much greater. 

Many have thought that the only 
Vf eatis of finding a Medium between 
hefe two Extreams, would be a 
nixed Government ,• or the Divifion 
>f the Sovereigntyi between the King, 
Lords, and Commons ; that is, be- 
:ween a fingle Perfon, many Perfons, 
md the whole Multitude ; to the End, 
hat thefe Powers beipg balanced by 
mch other, they may dways remain 
n a juft EqtUlibrium. 

Nothing appears more beautiful in 
:he Theory, than this Mixture of 
Powers ; and nothing would be more 
ufeful in the Praftice, if they could 
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pteferve tfaetr Harmony I- But the di- 
viding of the Sovereignty^ far from 
making a Balance or the Powers, 
often canfes perpetual Stru^lings and 
Conflids^eren until one of theoi over- 
comes the other tMro, and (o induces 
every thing into Ddporifm or Anar- 
chy. 

The Revolutions of the Commofr^. 
wealth c^Rom^ and thofe ofEnglaml^ 
will (urniftt us^with bright Ex^mplesnt 
this Truth, and which we are nov 
going to examine. 



Chap. XIII. 

Of Phe Government ef the Onn- 
mmwealth of Ronac, 

TH E. firft Government of antient 
J^opte vnsis Monarchy, modle- 
rated by the Anthority. of a fi^xed Se- 
nate, "W.hofe.Membcrirwerctaft.ing and 
net ekfiive^ 

Ro M u L u s chofc an handed F^ 
rfKu:& of Fa;nilics fer tcymafee hrfSor- 

• vcrcig* 
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ereign Council, and made alfo a Di- 
inftion between the Patricians and 
^hbeianu 

Ddriog the firft two hundred Tears, 
irbich the Monarchy lafted^ the Peo-* 
le ha^lver J little Authority in Pubbck 
>diberations; the exafperated Defpo- 
fm of T A R Q^u i}nthe Proud, hamg 
snderd Royalty infupportable to the 
InmMSy they took up Ana$ againft 
3is Prmce, dro^e him out of the 
LingdoBi^ and changed thcFocm of 
k>verQment. 

The Royal Authoriity being abo- 
(hcd, Confular Power was fubftituted 
I its Place. The fird Confuls bad the 
ime Rights, aftd the fame Marks of 
lonour as Kihg^s, . with this: Di&r 
mcc only, that their Power was An- 
ual, and that of the Sovereignty wa& 
ividtd btrw^o .ii:w!^< equal Magi^ 
initds ; to tte eird,:t;b^t.^ AudfUN'icy 
£ thr onei fiitarid tmd^rthc Ej^ceflfes 
fthci other. -i^:- .-i ^".■.: i , ; 

The Confular Power wasdimiaifb'd, 
ven in. its iwry d^in ; Va h r i u s^ 

3cex6 bji.ithe. F4f>9l^,;i94Ml (^'^^i 



dieir Fury, he aiTeAbftd'^tbe^ MoAti 
tude, and by his courteous and hum 
ble Behaviour he laid before them th( 
Fafcefy or BandIe'c^Rod8^(a: Marl 
6f the Sovereign Autboriiy^ abd eftii 
blifhed by a Law, tbat Magpftrate 
fliould be chofen for the ^^P^^i' Mi 
that he would judge the mou impoc 
rant 'Affairs in the dernier rejff^rt. i 

It cannbc be dmied, foobtbat tb 
Obftinacy, Ambitioti/and Avaiiceio 
Great Men, often gave occafioa ti 
Civil Diffentions ; but when the Peo 
pie once threw ofFtheYoke of Sbverdgt 
Authority, they knew no Boiiiidaries 
and, under a Presence of Liberty, the] 
threw every thing into Goii&fion 
which drew on the Deftriidion* of the 
State, which we are now going to in- 
quire into. 

Hoiw^ had no<more a Soverdgii Pow« 
er, diftin^): kcka the Nobility and the 
People, i' whit h hetd both the. one add 
the other in a juft Equilibriuih by its 
fupreme Authority, the Patriaam hav- 
ing treated the PMeians with the . ot- 
moft Rfgcinr^ eyen with : Stripes and 
Iniprifonmeht > of thbf& who Inrtae not 

« able 
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able to pay their Debts ; this barba- 
rous Cruelty of the Nobles, made the 
Roman People defperate. 

The Enemy being ready to enter 

Rime^ whiift flie was thus divided » 

the common Danger for fome time 

fufpended thefe domelHck Troubles : 

But they began again, fo foon as the 

Enemy was .vanquiflied> and ended 

in the famous Retreat o£ the facrti 

Mmm^ from whence the People 

fwore they would never return, un- 

lefs they had their proper Magiftrates 

granted them, which were called Tti" 

bunes^ for to defend them againft the Op* 

preffion of the Nobles. This is what 

towed the Seeds of eternal Difcord in 

Rxme^ and caufed a continual Conflift 

between the oppofite Powers of the 

Commonwealth. 

The 'trilmnti fought nothing more 
than gaining Credit in the Multitude 
by Flattery, and Preteniions of Zeal 
for the Liberty and Rights of the Peo« 
ple.Thus thefe Artifts in Difcord, made 
every Day fome new Propofition in 
order to IdDfen the Authority of the Se- 
nate,to confound the Ranks and Orders 

F ^C 



of McD^ and to kfltn the (aproM 
Power. 

They beg^n at ficft^ t& take npoo 
them the Power of callitig togetha; 
AflKtmblies of jthe People ; and maktog 
themfelves both Acctkcrsand J4iilges 
oftheKobles; Co le lo i. a k us was 
the firft whoiji- they -atntached; .and 
the Confecmeitces^oEtb^r Actenipt.^ 
gainft^this^ Pattiehff, %dtttditeive been 
fatal^o the Cx>iMioiiwailtli'» iLtbr 
ilo;9f/i»L3dies h^ hot come to vhcfiic*' 
cour of the Country, by appciafiag the 
Rage of this provok'd Geneval. 

The TrHnines were afeer wards, (on 
eftabllAfingatt Eqaality^andAitider Udd- 
tence of reforming the LawS) they pro* 
pofed an Embaify inf o<7)v#c#, iaordcc 
to feaixh into the Confticatjon&of all 
the Cities of thatCountry^bucefpectaHy^ 
the Laws of Soiok, which were at. that 
time the moflr popatar. 

Thefyr macfea Coltedioni of tliem ; 
and thoifb Laws, caited the 1welv0 Tm- 
tlBSy hafdng been eftabfifted. Ten Men 
were choim to be thelnterprcttrsvand 
Gtaardovis of tfteio r Md thm wanp na 
Appeaf from* tfccir JudgnicM* TJim^ 

new 
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new Form of Government was not 
oi long Continuance : the Liberty and 
Tyranny of thefe Mcn,which were cal- 
led the Deem Viriy caufed their Deftru* 
edoa i and the fupreme Authority footi 
after this^ was put into the Hands of 
ConfuU. 

ThefeCoofuls being altogether popu- 
lar, ckefttade a Law> wherein it wa9 
eftablilbedy that for the Future, no 
Magiftrate fhould be created, without 
appealing to the People. 

The Tribunes in order to obtain 
their Defign, which was to feize upon 
theLegiflative Power^afpired to theCoit- 
fulai9^ preierv'd even 'till . then in it$ 
primitive Order i the Law for admit«^ 
ting them is propofed : rather than fa- 
lating or cosrting theConfular Dignity ^ 
the Faibers content to the Creation of 
three new Magiftrates, who had ths 
Authority of Confiils, under the Name. 
cSABUmtj Trihtaas^ and the People are 
admitted to this Honour. 

The 7ritmies not content with this, 
are continually purfuing their Defigns; 
and for the better obtaining them, the 
Law of Mamage with the Pkhians is 

F 2 5ub* 
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publifhed by the Trihums of the Pei 
notwichftanding the Contradifi 
of the Senate. The Tears of a n 
Lady who had efpoufed a certain 
beian, carried with them at that t 
fuch moving Eloquence, that al 
Fadions and Cabals of the Trib 
could not obtain fuch Power. 
Weaknefs of the Fair Sex does < 

Greater Things in Poh'cy, than 
Talents of the greateft Genius. 
Very Toon after this. Ranks and 
grees were confounded. The Hor 
of the ConfuUuey even of the Did; 
Slip, and all Magiftracy^whether c 
State J or the Preifthood, became < 
mon to two Orders. 

This Ufurpationover the AutH 
of the Nobles, was of a fatal G 
quence, becaufe it often hindre< 
Rinnan Armfesirom having the 
expert and able Generals. The G 
could neither make two Patricians 
two Plebeians : it often happened 
Eleftions were carried by Fav< 
and he who was defirous of being 
fen for his Merit, would find hii 
excluded, either by the Oppofitic 
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the People, or the Intrigues of the 
Senate. 

Magiftracy being common with the 
People, they alfo became fuprcme Le- 
giflators.They were no more a People 
fub jeft CO Laws and Magifirates. They 
not only difpite the Right of making 
Laws with the Senate ; but in difpite 
of this fupreme- Council, they make 
Laws for themfelves, and put them* 
fdves in Poffeffion of all the Privileges 
and Marks of the Sovereignty. The 
Method of making Laws was en- 
tirely overthrown : The Senate had a 
Cu(u)m of confirming the PbUfiifit : 
But then thcPeo{deattribated tothann 
felvesthe Power of confirming or re« 
]*eding the Sniatus^Mfukes. 

This Diforder was followed by ano- 
ther more great, which was that the 
Peo{rie changed and multiplied the 
Laws, according to their own Caprice. 

* Good Ordinances, f^s Tacitus, 

* (a) ended with the Twelve Tables : 
^ from that Time, Laws were moft 

* commonly eftabliflied by Violence, 

Fy *be- 



/ 



(a) Tack. Annai. lAh. s»CAt«i.\. 
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becaufc of the Difietcn^s between 
the People and the Senate.-^ The 
unbridled Liberty of the THktms^ al- 
ways ipirited op the People, io or- 
der to make them paft their Decrees; 
and then they made as many Laws 
asthevhadPerfonstoaccnfe : To that 
the whole Commonwealth being cor- 
rupted, cbe Laws were multiplied to 
Infinity. 

Ill fine, the Confirmitibii of the 
JgrarioB Lisw, which was the Somceof 
perpetual Difcwds for more than two 
faondredTears, brought the Rain of the 
Senarbrfal Authority, and fnch a 0)r« 
itkfkkm among thePeople^ that the true 
Rotmat Genius was no more tobe fbimd. 
Nothing appeared more Jufi or Rca- 
Ibnable, accoraing to the ancient Cuf- 
toms of the Commonwealth, than in 
the firft Times : When the Romams had 
§ained any confiderable Viftory over 
their Enemys, they fold Part of the 
conquered Lands, tor to indemnify 
>he State from the Expenccs of theWar, 
and diftribqted the othei: Part onlbld, 
to the poor Plebeians who were lately 
eAtUf&ed at Bjm$. 
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The covetous Patricians by* degrees 
abdilhed this Cuftom ; and the greateft 
Lands became, in Froce£s of Time^the 
PatffimoDy of the Nobles. 

After the Aggrandizement eT the 
CommoQwealtby it was then iaipof* 
iiUe to obferve the jlgrariau Law, 
without ndaing the firft Families, aacU^ 
ctufiog infinite Law«-Suitfi: E(]uality of 
Riches might be i^reeable to the Ci- 
tizens of growing Rime ; but after ibe 
, became Mifti!€fs<iftbe Worlds Diilin- 
&ioQS of Ranks and Qualities became 
;iieceflary 3 4uid the long Foifaffion o£ 
Xtfads :wasr a Right i^ Prefotfttpo: 
<they could make 110 IKv^imi^Lamls 
tiritbottt ovcroifniQgaU Soboniiiucc^ 
and blowing the 0»4s of Difootd. 

Befides, the moft wife and difinte- 
-refted Seoators oppofed this Autmian 
IjKm (ot noore then two Ccnti^ks ; pcc- 
xetviag that the Riches of cheCitiae^s 
wookl iittrodii^ Xaixary, and fo&ea a 
Fcopltxrhok Strength confided in their 
Temporance. In the firft Times of 
the Commonwealth, the CmfuJs and 
*iS!nKaror/gloried in their Poverty^ which. 
^if9cvn in £3 much ^kfo^Mx Vcw ;?»^ 
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other Country. Didators takea from 
the Phw^ refuin'd the Plow again^ after 
they had gained VlAories. The An- 
cient Romans were great Examples of 

'Temperance. 
But the Trihines who were for fttetcb- 

• ing Popular Power^ by incteafing the 
Riches of the Plebeians^ and confound- 
ing all Ranks of Men» never, left^eir 
Intrigues^ until this Law was tfit- 
bliflied. 

Luxury having prevailed ixk-Rmm^ 
Ambition, the Love of IndependcDcj, 
and the Spirit of Rebellion, triiBBph 
under the fpatious Name^of Liberty. 
Cabals and Violence Ao every thing in 
Rme. The Love of the Country, and 
Regard to the Laws are quite extin- 
guiihed there. 

*Tis thus that Rome^ through an ex- 
travagant Defire of Liberty, law Dif- 
cord ipread itfelf in every Order : The 
Tkbeians feared the Authority of the 
Patricians^ as a Tyranny which would 
ruin Liberty : And the Senators dread- 
ed Popular Authority, as fuch an Irre- 
gularity as would reduce every thing 

into Anarchy. Btxwt^ti^^S&tw^Et- 
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treams^ a People in all other Matters 
very wife, could find no Medium. 

From the Eftablifhmentof theTVf^^ii^/^ 
there is no more any conftant Form of 
Government to be feen in Ro?9ie ; the 
People continually change the Magi* 
flracy ; the Commonwealth labours 
under violent Agitations, and is with- 
out ceafing torn in Pieces by Civil Wars. 
The Senate can find no better Remedy 
againft tbefe intefline Divifions, than 
continual Inventions of making Wars 
abroad ; and thefe Wars prevented 
Domeftick DifT^ntions from being car-* 
ried to Extremity. 

During the Conqueft oi Italy yCifelpina 
Gallia, and the Punique Wars^ there is 
not to be feen laRotne anyBloodlhed by 
Civil Wars. But fo foon as fhe became 
Mifirefs of the World, and had nothing 
to fear from without, (he begins to 
deftroy herfelf. Ambitious Pretenders 
think upon nothing but flattering the 
Nobles on one fide, and the People on 
the other ; Divifion increafes without 
Remedy, and Civil Wars never ceafe 
till ever^ thing ends in Monarchy; b^t 
ihe moA dangerous o51^otiax^\v\^^>'^^ 
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it to fiy Defpotical, ard wichotil 
Rule of Succeffioii, where En 
would conriiiually be fubjcft w 
Violence of an Army, who w 
Tcize upon the Sovereignty, and 
tliemfdvcs Matters, according to 
own Will and Pleafute. 

This is exactly what was foreto 
PoLiBius, that raaft excellent Hift 
snd Politician. This Author had a 
Idea of the Roman Commoiiw 
whilft the Senate had not lolt its 
thortty j but as Toon as he law JJ 
ons, and the Popular Spirit takef 
he foretold every thing which hapf 
(a) ' After a Common wetUlC 

* tbii Hfftoriaa, hath overcome j 

* DM^rs, ai;d is arrived to a P 

* whieiinotiecandirpiite,ambJtiou: 
* ■joniciie upon the Msgiflracy.A 

* thefe Erils are once increafed, 

* bcginamgof its Deftru£tion will 
' rCeed fi-om. the Honours which 

* ^e perfued through Fa&ions and 
^ bals. Then the People burnuig 
' Sj%^ vill foUow only the Cot 
.-w ■■ ?■ ■■■ ■■ *■■• 

- m^f. ' ^ .::. ».'•' ' . • ."■ — !—■ — "T^^^ 
cj' 1[«; Polyb. Xit. fi.Ae^^^.^wa. 
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which this Paillon ihall infpire them 
with ; they will. no more obey Magi* 
firates, but will attribute all Power 
to themfelves. Thus the Commons- 
wealth having changed its Face, will 
in appearance change itfor the better^ 
and take an illuftrious Name to it- 
felf, I mean that of Liberty and Pch- 
pular Power : But this will be no 0- 
ther in efFed than the Government of 
a blind Multitude, which is without 
doubt the greateft of all Evils. 
Thus the moft warlike and illuftri* 
ous Commonwealth in the World, hath 
b^n rain'd by too great an Increafe of 
popular Power. Let us approach our 
own Times, and fee if England hath 
taken any Warning, or made any Ad- 
vantages from the Misfortunes or Midr 
cnt Rome* 



CWLAfl 
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Chap. XIV. 

Of the Government of England, 
and the different porms which 
. it hath had. 

BEfore -Claudius the Rmnau 
Emperor had made Great Britain 
a -Provitiet of* the Empire, this Ifland 
was divided into many (mall States, 
the greateft Part of which had particu- 
lar Rings or Lords. 

England was more than 400 Tears 
under the Government of the Romans, 
who in the end, were forced to aban- 
don it, and recal their Troops, to op- 
pofc the Invasions of the Northern Na- 
tions^ who had begun to difmcmber this 
Grand Empire. Great Britain being 
then deftitute of Succours from Rome, 
the PiBs and the Caledonians, iince cal- 
led Scotch, fpringing from their barren 
and fcraggy Mountains, began to at- 
tack the Southern Provinces of this 
Ifland. In order to flop the Invafioa 
of thefe fierce Mountaineers, the JBrt- 
taitts had recourfe to the Angles , a Sa%m 

NatioD^ 
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Nation, who drove out the Scotch, and 
then efiabiifhed themfelves in thelfland: 
they called it by the Name of Eng- 
land^ and. divided it into Seven King- 
doms, which were all reunited 400 
Years after, under the Government of 
Egbert Ring of the tVefl-Saxons 

In the Year iodtf,Wi l 1 1 a m Duhe of 
Normandyy called the Conqueror, clai- 
med the Crown of Emtandhy the lail 
Will and Teflament 01 King £ d w a r d 
the Confejfor. This Prince having 
made himfelf Mailer of the Kingdom^ 
he treated it as a conquered Country; 
he eibiblifhcda defpotick andabfolute 
Qovemment therein ; he deflributed a 
great; Part of the Lands of fjy^Anril to 
Nmnan and French Families, who had 
followed him in his Expedition ; be 
attributed to himfelf the Primitive De« 
maine of Lands ; be chatged all round 
his Dominions with adnual Rents or 
Services, and made them pay an Ac- 
knowledgment at the Death of every 
Tenant, or landed Man ; and made o- 
ther ^DirpolkioDS, which render^ him 
mbvek Proprietor than even the Pofftf- 

f0rs ofrLaodsxhemfelves^ ^ 

The 
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The Conqueror left the Crown to 
WilliamRufus, for Wi l l i a u 
the Red) his Second Son, in Prejudice 
' of his eldefl Son Robert, who made 
many Aicempts co get the Crown fer 
his yoimgeft Urother, but unfuccefs- 
fiilly ; for Wi L L I am had the Addrefs 
of gaining the Norman and Eagli^i 
Lords to his Favour and Interefts, by 
promifing them that he would eiU- 
blifli the Liberry and Property of his 
Siibjeds according to the anticnt 
Saxoa Laws. This was equally pleafing 
to the Norman and Englijb Lords ; foi 
it was the only mejns of afluring to 
the firft the Pofleflion of thofc Lands 
which tlie Conqueror btd givtsn tlMii ; 
aud to the fecond, thofe wjuch he- 
lotted to theai by Birth and MmH- 
tanoe ; ^ttbis Wiliiah cheSeaoBd 
dies without petfoimiDg his Vroniks. 
H E N R T i. his foongcA BroAtr, 
afcends the Throoc ; aod R.«k«ict 
his eldeft, is excluded agajn. And-fot 
the better fccuring bis UfntpJitiMi* lie 
follows the fame Seeps >s.W,tiiL-t>Aiu 
RuFijs, and promiies to jMt .tfac<iCe- 
vemment on its jnuieatj 
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confirms his Promife by a Charter, 
but he executes it no better than his 
Brother. 

During fomc Reigns after, that 
Charter not having been executed, the 
Laws eftablifhed by the Conqueror were 
confirmed. 

In the Year 12 15, under the Reign 
of King John, (fomecimcs called John 
without Land) the Archbifhop of C/w- 
terbtsrj pretended to retrieve this Char- 
ter of HbNRY I. King John being co- 
vetous, and alfo cruel, continually de- 
manded Subfidies, and efpecially from 
the Qergy : The Lords propofed to 
him the Eftablifbment of their Liber- 
ties; he refufes them, and this Refufal 
was the Signal of War. The Barons 
united in a League, take Arms, and 
give to their General the Name oF^ 
Marfial rf the AmFf of GOD, and tit 
Holy Church. The King was abandon- 
ed, and forced to offer them Satisf^t- 
dion. After fome DifcuiSons with 
the Barons about their Privileges, the 
King not only confirms them, but adds 
many more to them, and comprizes 
them all in an authentick K&y which 
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he and the whole Affcmbly unatu* 
moufly fwore co obferve. 

'Tis this Aft which is called the 
Grand Charter. King John regarded 
his Promifes no more than his Frede- 
ceflbrs ; he recants from his Oath ; 
and according to the Ufe and Cuilom 
of thofe Times^ the Popb declares it 
void, as having been extotted from 
. him by Violence. 

After his Death, King Henrt III« 
his Son, fucceeded him; he was but a 
weak Prince. The Barons renewed 
their for^ier Demands for the Efial^ttfli- 
ment of their Privileges ; but it hap- 
pened as it generally doth, whilft un- 
der the Pretence of publick Good they 
break through the )uft Boundaries of 
^Subordination : The Barons not only 
/require the juft Execution of thofe 
filings which had been fo often pro- 
mifed them ; but taking alfo Advan- 
iiage of the King's Weaknefs, they ad- 
ded many other Demands, which en- 
tirely tended to degrade the Royal 
Dignity, and to put all Authority into 
the Hands of a fmaU Number »{ fafti- 



^. 
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ous Perfons. The King refufcd thofe 
Propofitfons as unreafonable : the Fa- 
ction cakes up Arms under the Conduft 
3f the Earl of Leicester their General : 
He was a devout^ grave, auftere, regur 
ac Man, a great Speaker of long £x« 
^empinre Prayers, an Hypocrite, or En- 
thuliaft, and perhaps both. 

The Royal Army was defeated;, the 
King made Prifoner, with the Prince 
[lis Son ; the devout Rebel having 
[hook otf the Yoke of his Sovereign^ 
mpofed his own upon the Englijb Na- 
:ion: The Rebels did not only think, 
yat they fdc it even heavier thaa that 
)f Kings ; and made their Endeavours 
:o ihake it off. Grand Ltffcax for alt 
Lovers of Changes and Revolutions ! 
rbe Tyranny doth not ceafe, it only 
ihanges its Mafler ! 

Atter having many Months held the 
iCing in Chains, and the People in. 
bondage, the Fadious divide them- 
elves, and give Opportunity to Prince 
Edward to efcape from Prifon, ia 
irder to fet his Father at Liberty, and 
Irive out the Ufurper. 
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King H t N RY being fet at Ubeny, 
he confirm 'd the GranAChaftet'vcia.\tx^ 
folemn manner. Ic is this Grand Char- 
ter which liath been a Pretence to all 
the Factions which have fo often 
troubled England. Not that there is 
any thing in this Charter which dimt- 
niflies the true Prerogatives and Au- 
thority of Kings ; it contains for the 
moft Part only the Laws of Edwaed 
the Coiifejfor ; and thefe Laws were 
Privileges granted to the Nation by 
good Princes, for to ferve as a Bariicr 
againft wicked Kings -. Thefe Piiw- 
leges regarded only the Liberty and 
Property of Subjcfts, and the Inwna- 
nity of every extraordinary Tax, witb- 
out the Confent of the Barons. But the 
Lovers of Independency make ufe of 
fine Pretences of Liberty and Propcrtjl 
as granted in this Charter, by abuiing 
tr, and attacking the Royal Authority. 

(a) After the Death of Henrt III. 

Edward I. his Son fucceeded him. It 

was nnder this King's Reign, that 

Mem- 
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Members eleded for Counties, &c. 
face in Parliament : His Predeceflbrs 
had from Time to Time called toge- 
ther the Deputies of the People to 
affift in the Supream Council : It 
was the Kings themfelves who named 
tbefe Deputies, and not the People ; 
but it was in their Power to appeal, 
or not. (a) Kifig Edward was the firft 
who granted the Commons a fixed Seat 
in Parliament : they were at firft fear- 
ed in. the fame Chamber with the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal; afterwards they 
were placed feparately in a Chamber 
by themfelves : They had at the firft 
> only a reprefentative Voice, and not a 
deliberative one, asi appears i>y the 
Parliament Rolls many Years after the 
Reign of £ d wa r d I. In all thefe 
RoUsy the Commons always fpeak to 
thcKirig ts Supflkams: they do no 
more thin reprefent the Grievances of 
the Nation, and pray him to make 
Laws by the Advice of his Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temporal. The general 

Fom 



{a) Brady V Riihts of iht X^omrnms^ from 
Page 140 to 150. 
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Form of all rhe ASs is thus : Grantti 
or EnaSied by the King and the Lords Spi- 
ritual and Temp oral, according ta tht 
Prayers and Supflkatims of the Commons. 
'Tis for that Reafon, that even to 
this very Day, when the King of Eng- 
land calls his Parliament, He commani: 
. the Lords to ajfemble themfelves in order tt 
give him Advice : but he orders the Cm- 
morts to hold themfelves in a Readiaefi, in 
order to fubmit themfelves to every thing 
•which Jball be determined by him and hit 
Lords. 

King Edward thought (wichont 

- doubt) by thcfe Privileges granted to 

• the Commons, to make a Balance to 
the gteatAuthority of the Barons which 
troubled him ; but he deceived him- 

* felf : for the Power of the CommoDS 
became more fatal to his Pofienty* 
than chat of the Lords was to hlsiU* 
ceftors. Popular Power increa&ig I9 
Degrees in the Parliamenr, the funda- 

- mental Conftimtion of the ErtgUjh Mo* 
narchy was altered, and at length to- 

■ tally ovenhrown. 

It is true, that the Royal Power 
was preserved entire, during the Reign 
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of this Prince ; for wc find, that by his 
proper Authority only he often made 
Laws without calling his Parliament. 
(a) It is thus in the Statutes of Gku-- 
cefter^ he attributes to himfelf the fole 
Legiilative Power ; and the Form of 
his £d[f&s is thus. Our Sovereign Lord 
the King hath fravided and efiabli(bed the 
filhwing ASis, But after his Death» in 
the Reign of his Son Edward II. the 
Parliament began to attribute to them* 
felves the Power of judging and de- 
pofing Princes. 

Before thofe Times, this was a fun- 
damental Maxim of the Common Law 
of England* (b) That the King hath no 
other Superior than God. That there is no 
other Remedy when he doth unjufi jiUions^ 
but to have recourfe to humbk Remon^ 
ftrances ; to the End, that he may redrefs 
them ; and if he wiB not^ it ought to Juf^ 
ficey that God it ill one Day revenge him* 
felf thereof. Btt now we are going to 
fee the Ovcrthroy^ring of thcfe Laws. 
. When 

(.7) Stat, <jf Glouceftcr, Anno 1278, 1320. 

\h) Bra£ton^ Lib, 1. Cap, 8. Lib, 2. Caf. 7. 
Glanvil^ Lilf, 7. Cap 10. Thef9 tuuc Authors 
wrote ah<n'i 500 Xfars pnce» 



140 AnESSATufon 

When the Parliament was about en- 
tering their Procefs againft King Edp 
Ward II. in order to depofc hiln, the 
Bifhop of CarlifU boldly maintained, 
that Subjefts had not any Power to 
judge their Sovereign, who- was the 
Lord's Anointed : That Remonftrance 
obliged them to regard fome Miiiii*- 
nagements, and under a Pretence, chat 
the King was too mnch inclined to 
his infolent Minifters, they engaged 
him to yield up, by a voluntary Rc^* 
nation of his own, a Throne- whidi 
he could no longer hold wirii Honon:, 
to his Son. Good King Edward (but' 
weak Prince} confented to his own 
Depofal, and was condemned to per« 
petual Im^ifonment, wherein he was 
privately aJOTaffinated. 

King Edward III. his Son, carried 
the Royal Authority, and Glory <^ 
the Englijh Sceptre nrach further than 
any of his Anceftors. 

Under the Reign of this Grea^ £d^ 

WARD, the Lords and Commons declared 

in fiill Parliament (a) That they amU 

m 

{a) Anno 1369, Pari 4i« 
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not confent to any thing which tended to 
difinUrit the King, tbo the King himfelf 
Jbould dejire iu (a) T'hat it is HigbTrea- 
fon to plot or contrive the Death of the 
Kii^j to take up Arms againfi him, or to 
mdieri to his Enemies. 

Nocwichftanding fuch folcinn Laws 
as thcfey Richard IL his Grandfony 
was juiiged and depofed by his Par- 
lumeni:. : This Prince being debauched 
in his Toutbp naade choice of very bad 
Mtnifters ; but there never was a 
Reign wherein the People were more 
happjr^. the Nobles more refpe&ed^ 
(i) nor the Qergy more protcfted : 
And cho' the Parliament declared fome 
Years before, that always, and by the 
fuodamental Conflitution of the King- 
dom, tl^ King of England was JubjeEl 
to mm but God only ; yet, however,, 
riiis illuflrious Body entred a Procefs 
againA their Prince ; accufed him of 
many Mifdcmeanours i depofed him, 
and condemned him to perpetual Im- 
prifomnent, for favouring the Ambition 
of the Duke of Lancafter, who ufurped 

the 

(ay ajiHO i|fo, Stat. f. Cimf, 2. 

(>) Anno 1392. Pari, 16. Rich. a. Chaf. 5. 



144 ^^ E S S A T ufoH 
the Crown^ and reigned by the Name 

of H B N R T i V. 

This was the Beginning of the Cital 
Hatred and CiviTWars between the 
two Houfes of Tork and Lmtctfiirj 
which defolated the Kingdom many 
Yeats. This Ufurper, like others \xr 
gan to flatter the People^ in returning 
them Thanks for his Adrancemepc to 
the Crown; and ' ackndwlcdgiiig:.dMt 
he held the fame from'tliirir Coofent 
and Approbation. As for other thiqa. 
he was a great Prince^ whofe wife W 
happy Government made E^larndbAooe* 
rifh as much as that of his Son Hbn. V* 
who conquered almoft all Pramce. 

After the Houfe of Lmicafter, bad 
pofTeffed the Crown for more chain fix- 
ty TearSj Richard Duke of Twk^ixk 
the Reign of Hen. VI. Son of Hen. V. 
prefented to the Houfe of Lords (with- 
out addrefling himfelf to the Lower 
Houfe) a Memorial, proving his Right 
to the Crown, as being defcended from 
a third Son of Edward IIL whereas 
Henrv VL was only defcended £com 
a fourth of the fame King. The Lords 
at HrR declared xbt M^xxtt vras very 



w\t»» 
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nice and difficult, and thacthey ctiutd 
not judgeoftbC'Rigbts^ofithdCrbitrny 
Without the Kings Otder. i^H bn-VL 
Annmands themto examine the DiJc«s 
Preten&ihk^ and they deciaisdy thar 
according:^ JO the fundamtf dtal Lawr of 
the Kingdom,' the Right loSithe latttfc 
was. better than t&t of thefftS^rmer. ". ^ 
Behold -an'/iuthentick Ad^, which 
proves'thit tfaePiidianiientlit that tiAie: 
thought Hqredifcary RigfiitiiDalienkbte$ 
iioce it ^SLS4kktmv9itdgcdi a& the odly 
lawful Right, dndiofe ^fm^ss .wtieaail 
Ufurper was upon the Thcbne^andaftetit 
a fofl^ffion of .mbre thin iixty Years, o 
. Itiw^ diet^mnined, that: a&er; the 
Death of Hen; VI. ith6I Crown IbdokL 

fo to the Dokcuof Tork^ and * his<2faiL4 
ren. The King and tbe^iDuke ea«i 
raged at each other, raifd Annies : CU 
¥il Warsr began between, the lUd Rofe 
and thi Wbiu: Rr^fiiAR^ Duhe qf 
Ti^k was Jain, and his Sonrcrowned 
Kingy by the Name of £o#!ard 1 Vk 
H B N R r VL was made Prifoncr, but 
aftetwards fet at Liberty, and mount- 
ed the Throne again : He was af- 
ter that Depofed, and Vsi >3» ^xA^ 
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The Princes of thefe two Houfes 
contintied Rivals, and made War a*' 
gainft each other many Years. Alt 
chefe civil I^tlVentions vrere finally put 
an end to, by the Marriage of ihe ■ 
Duke of Richmond, afterwards Kingj 
Henrt Vll. with Elizabeth, cldeS' 
Daughter of Er>TrARD,IV. whounired 
inber:own Perfon, all the Rights of 
the Houfe of Tork and Lancafier. 

The Uftirpation of the Houfe a£ 
Lancer, gave occidion to dbe Di- 
fiin&ion in feme A£ts of f arliamenC, 
of a King de FaHo, and a King de yure. ; 
- Thedefire which each Party had, 
duoing thefe Broils, of gaining th^ 
Commons, gave opporamity to the 
Lower Houie, of breaking down their 
antient Boundaries, and ihlar^ingtheir 
Authority : It was in the Reign of 
Edwartj iV. that this Houfe firft be- 
gan to have a fhare in the Lagifiatire 
Power ; the antient Stile ot' Afts of 
IMliaanmtittascbaagod .; 'for inftcaS 
eHafrngfOs f^tmod^, .(^^ ' Kkmuud 

-!.;■ cj;,/'jK ; . r .' ^otCCtlP- 

■ Wl * i l l ) II ! i )1H -,; . HiTtj . ■ - W. — ^«4 

M B.0II. o{eitlifiad^Eovr.4- N. |9- 



^ jaiGCQfcding to the Prayers and Sup- 
* plications of the Comnfions^ hy the 

FmiDjpbovrcwi^ ittis noti)CcmBt iron* 
ftMt w :Bndl» /tffl^ nnny j^aos ;a&Qr 3 
(w.40 the- RoigDk imne^ely f^alkrwv 

^ '%iiS ril^WKlr VIL b>!jhifi FoHcjr vid 

ttiiiir6ft)oe^tiAMt an;I^^,^ihid«ghC 
^ jnmhAsg bot ifittiog Ms Tnsaltirjf^ 
and JidimiKmg: the MjS^I . B^iwet. Tic 
MMIiDdlK Qbok^ssivcry poiirical»aaJl 
F&mafk4rt9i' v ••• /-. .^'Z 
Before li&Slimef &mgS'Jdd J;4Mcls 

tbe<9MMxB tbe iJb^ioa i«mie as lo 
manf (petty Soamrdgns, inriiofheld fe^- 
pMik^Gotfrtsini f b«t re^e&ive Ckme- 
ties'i 4fa)ey (;aiitd ^iDt^ > ^Uenaie ^he 
FMiiUfatidit^ o^ 4:b^ i JLaads^ lK>r (iefl 
tfitfff Manotfrs : TfaedOtintiMiis tffepe 
ihdi^V'al&lijdMSf lentttdi^ dcpbnded on 
tbMt f 44iey ^wneiobH^ t&take Anns 
bjt^dA^ 0«kr${ to oferM in the Wars 

mier^hik ^^dntSt ; aiKl taji|mar 

G* • • • 
2 V3L 
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in their Train, upon all publick Oc- 
calions. 

Henry VII. in order to Icffcii the 
Power of the Lords, who were alwayff 
Rivals to the Royal Authority, caufed' 
his Creatures in Parliament to pro- 
pofe an Aft, to give leave to the 
Lords to fell their Lands and Ma- 
iiours. The Lords, depraved by Luxu- 
ry, and ruined by Civil Wars, confent 
to flrip therafelves of their antient 
Privileges, to get vaft Sums of Mo- 
ney,which they would draw from the 
Sale of their Manours ; and to fatif' 
fie alfo the exorbitant Taxes which 
Henry VII. impofed upon them, 
whofe Avarice was infaiiable. 

By this Sale of Lands and Manours, 
the Commons became : Froprietprs.) 
as the People of Rwa were, by^.- tbe 
A^arian Laat-t but this Proeoifrduig 
contributed, in the end, to ttie Mtal 
Ruin of -the Royal as well is ;%tx 
Ariftocraticat Pbwfct. rTlieCcKia)on» 
feeing -themfelves pofTeflcd ! of l^ds, 
were alfo for having a fiiarc in th^ p*i\>- 
tick Adminiftration : We may periC^ivQ 
populac Power infenfibly incHea^OB if 
. .,. fclf, 
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felfy prevailing in Parliaments, and, by 
de^ees, cattping it felf to very gredt 
Excefles. ^ 

. H EKii T VIL ho wever^after having 
diminiihed the Power of the Lords^ 
advanced the Royal Authority. His 
fiiblime .Genius, md profound Policy ^ 

': feodeced htm a>compleat Matter of lus 

^.ParliameiQtjiand prepared for his Soti, 
Henrt VIIL that abiblote Authority 

.which hetxcrdfed during^ his whole 
Rieign* ' ^ : 

. . Uoder&ingHiN&r VUL the Si^ 

• ptpub iDdependfioqr. ;of , thcJ&ings . of 
.-JStigtiid)! wa«!:i (ibnficmed by : -iJew 
vAAs;iif/^AuAiamdat;(«) ^ TfaeRing^ 

*^dom ^:j^iA^e:ABs) i% an Empire 

* gov^rnbl by a.Supream Head. The 
: ^i Atiogs of Engfmdy their Heirs and 

^'SlltMfl^oil9M. \haVe. an imperial Au- 
.!rithottiy;!;6^Lahd are .not: obUged to 
- • jibif anfu^erable w any Caufe what- 
V \ fojotrer^' to any Snperiour ; becaufe 

': tbd Kingdom acknowledges.no o- 
'^ ther Supecictar under God, but the 

• ^-."Kirig." . ,.: ■:.j;. . * , 

' G ^ ' \^ 
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<: ! U the ReigQi of tins Ikme Eiag 
"KcNRT Vkll. begaitcfao&fameJHs-Dif- 
tords about Religion, which, filled all 
Burofe with Civil Wars and Rebellion. 
Thofe Ecclefiaftical Diwiftons canfed 
many Civil Didcnciens in England: 
bowever, there was nothmg remaik- 
•able chat was dioagedfiiii the Foim «f 
.(x>v eminent. It is t ae, tliac io the 
Reign oi Qiieeii E c. i z a b e -i h, the 
Members ofc the Lower Houfc were 
willing to enlarge their Authority ; but 
that Princefs, couragious and ficm in 
ker Conduft, treaced cbem as Impec- 
'tinents, andenjojrn'd them to Silence. 
It appeaDS to me, that the Authority 
which they enjoy at prefent was but 
ellablifhcd in the Reign of K. James I. 
in the Perfon of whom was united the 
two Crowns of England and Scotland. 

After this Union, the Parliament be- 
gan again to confirm Hereditary Right 
in the e Terms, ' We acknowledge, as 

* we ought todo, accoidingto the Di- 

* vine and H4jniane Law, that the 
' Kingdom of England^ and the Im- 

* perial Crown thcEcor, ^cTongTOfhc 
^ King by Heiedhaty Right o£ ^ifth, 

: > . 'and 
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^ and undoubted Succeifion ;. and wc 
* for Qus&lycs and fefterity ,. for evec 
^ iiibmk.to«iutt;G0vei*ment» xToato 
^ tfaeilaftDwp^of^cHir'filMd. / This 
was.Mt iniMaJilifliaeM dLa Mcir 
Ilighfiy littt tifeitp^iAoknovkdgiBcni: 
e£ fihtti wliolc.NkitDa^/ cbat Monantfab* 
calandlisreditafijri Gomnuent is dm 
^kaBflitDtioa ^ the Kiagdook. : 

\fikfis:L .« Beaiaoabif: King, bad Tory 
miKh Cdaiplaiii&ice for 



ift coniLilrihg it not only in Affairs of 
Stasevltoc almaft in every tzhing which 
M|^rded:liaad^utifly ;,C8B^ 
the Mvitt iWipnof^: aflSiding! » gma 
AlltttiQO iQDCrtD mdtmAthwMm^ 
li^ds»rJbe ngsimg- bar ioBfjr feuvtsN 
tfaordMUtty S>h$fi<wt^> bad im making 
htsifoK thits pociMUe ^^tt^ 
kfetp^KM Ch^ei L his: Sbft ahdiSnc-* 
cs&m, tkofii^eQBbi o^ £suiioua DrfcoccI^ 
ncilicb . hatei fifice: a{S^peared : : Two 
ThiBgSb conftnboied to. iaicwale; thcGt 
Tfonhles, the one drawn: (iooat 6le& 
gibOy (he other froBL Policy. 

From the Tune tbe^^fae^an. tadiif^ 

|Mit!Q ahoDt the Forms: and Formalkit 9 

of ReligioOi EngiaifdmA$Qiiiavynm,by a 

" G 4 Crowd 



lyt An E S S AT upon 
Crowd oF Se&arics, whofe Syflems 
were quite contrary to each oiher. A- 
mong ill tliefe SeSaties there were . 
two principal ones, rhe one, the' they ' 
fhaked oft' the Yoke of the Pope, yet 
prcferv'd Epifcopacy, Hierarchical Sub- 
ordjnation, and pa.tt oi the Ceremonies 
of the Antient Ghnrch ; The other 
overthrew all Hierarchy and Ceremo- 
nies, as contrary to Evangelical Purity 
and Simplicity ; and the Eccleflallicks 
of thefe Men were all equal : The for- 
mer called themfclves the Efrfcepal 
Party ; the other, Preshyterians : The 
one were foe aa Arifiecracy in the 
Churirh, the other for a pure Detm- 
cracy. Politicians took a part in thefe 
(parrels about Religion : thofe who 
tcTpefted the Royal Authority, declare 
themfelves for the Epifcopal Party ; and 
thofe who loved popular Government, 
maintained the Preil/yterian Firxy. This 
Divifion inRelii;ionincreafed the Civil 
Diflcntions ; and the Politicians both 
of the one and the other Party, ferv'd 
tliemfclvcs under the Mask of Religion, 
by atnufing the People, and engaging 
-hem in theic Incetcft^. 



Civil Government. 153 

King Charlies I. being zealous for 
Epifcopaty) atidanmaced by the Arch- 
biibop o(CamHiuty (Lao^J ke had a 
Mind to introdike the Englip^ Liturgy 
incov&o^/rmJ/and fo.make the Religion 
ef Grea Britain onifontii. This being 
the firft Source of the Givii Wars in his^ 
Reign, let us -take Notice of the fe* 
cbhd.^ '/i ^■''' -'':' i , 

•• Tlfe King beii»: ingaged in a War ^' 
with the Hoofe otAtifiria, in order to 
oblige that fionfc to reftore the Pala* 
tinate to his Brother^in-Law F r e n £• 
n I cx^ CfMXitPalMtiner the Parlia- 
ment had promifed his Father King 
jAMfisIi tiece^arySuppIfies for this 
£nterprise. King C h arl b s de« 
manded thetn$ but the Houfe of Q)m- 
monSj'wbo grants Subfidies, refufcd 
him>^ I for ^moft of the^Members of th^c 
HoQli^ .4NBiag Tinlbus PrisbyterHmyf 
w«ro prejadiCM igatuft 4He' Ring» ibp 
the iHronJdioiii 'wkicb hii'gavo the 
ebuAb i(f^Eiigland;' ^mie King wa9 
obliged to' ; carry sori« the" War >at; bi« 
Q^Xxfrioaas^iic had rvcooHe-to an! 
anttent J^ntmii WskfA7c$X)li^»i^ 

Jl^ii^, which he had %^\^\X5^N»^^*^ 

G 5 ^^- 
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according to the Opinion of the be 
Lawyers, who went chtrfen to cxami 
ipco that AAair. A particular Mei 
bcr of the Houfc of Commons, whc 
Tax did not exceed twenty Frer. 
Livres, reftifed topay it; many oth( 
ef the fame Houfe followed bis Exaj 
pie ; and very foon aitcF, they glori 
in difpuiing it with the Ring : i 
diflbived the Parliament three cimi 
and carried on the War for his Brotbt 
in-Law at his own Expence. T 
Wars abroad cealing, Englandy U 
antienc Rome, takes up Arms agaii 
her felf. 

It was in that Difpofuion of Min 
lbd.t the Sanguinary Parliament met 

tlMTeu itf4Pv wfakh. omithHw t 
Mvi^ MWKhr: tbcge did pro^ 

WBjT ibvRoyak Mfficr ; mAy Mtn 

ftamcd K> b« iiiliiBi Affea^oiiiie 
ibne wM&XojWaxchJtAiiaiSc u(«i 
sa«ifttlKlv5r4rrsj2ii» thfythctQEii 
Utk tkcHottffi Bad wcskWiihfftKia 
wto'.was Jecit«iX0 rank: vr.l/. rm: 



Kii^ C H A R L B s I. did every tbifig 
that was poffibte for him r^ dey in or- 
dec to ftofitbc Fury ^ the Atrti-Roy- 
aliiby bji QMidirratr anil v«ry i^hfefta-' 
ble Propoittons; htt the; Pkrliiifieht 
mifed Troops^ and aAed by Farce j^ 
the Kiag appeaxa at the Head «f^in 
Amy ; £ivit War» eiriue ; CftOMipr&j^ 
a Mian boU, ainbitiou^ and ati^>4ly- 
poatte^ CcHMi became Mafter cf th6 
Padiament Anayy whcth efttA beat^ 
that of the Kin^'s;^ whO'fteltettdltim^ 
felf lit ScoUanJti The RepnblidiiA aid^ 
Enthufiaftical Patty of that NaSdn^' 
bafely aihtl C9f^a#di^ detivefed^ up the 
Kitfg ' into the Haad9 of the £is^< 

The Ring being* a Priibner m iht ' 
j^^ If^it} #afi dtthNmd into^the^ 
HamU of his BartBrovsl atid^ RebelB^ 
omSnbjeaA^^ - ^ ' 

Cn ormwifL and hit Calal harini^, 
made tlktaiMves Mal^^ 
foon becane fe iftlbH>f #i€^ ft ^ 
andi began to4pfirdd'abtoad!t^^^^ if^^^ 
gift* MasittlsilR^dif ^ hi(»S^n-^imlaw»' 

rp«ii«iih«i4tt<iiM iivuftf' w ewt^ ^ 



* . King and People, conrsins a mutua 
' Obligation on the People to obc] 
' the K.ing ; and the King to pro 
' ted the People : Our King hath cea 
' fed from proretting us ; fo wc an 
' difpenfed from the Siibmiflion t( 
' wliich wc were ingaged by the mu 

* tual ConCraiS, which our Forefather 

* ^de with his Ancedors". Thej 
propofed therelore to abjure the Kini 
and Monarchy, and to cflablifh fo 
the future a Body of Men lo repre 
ftnc the People, who fiiould govct: 
the Nation in his Read, 

The Army guarded the Doors c 
the, two Houfes ; and becaufe th 
Hoiife of Lords had an Abhorrenc 
of thofe Propofitions, the Houfc t 
Commons deelared, that the Power ( 
making Laws belonged otily to then 
and that they had no occaiion for th 
confenc of the Lords, the Sovercig 
Power being originally in thePeople. 
' Th«y ereded a Tribunal, under th 
fpatious Title of the High Court of Jt 
fiice, by the Authority ef the Con: 
mpns : TJie King wasbrought befoi 
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High tiTfieafon^f. aod* lU/the! Mur- 
(lers andt VJoleniaes committed during 
thofcQivit WAts^ iii finfc, tbehefi Prince^ 
•tbekft Friend^ thu heft Hustaud, and the 
hfi.Mafter^ is coDdemncd to die ; and 
accordingly he is publickly beheaded 
OQ a Scaffold made for that PurpoTe': 
Ckomwel made himfelC abfolut'e 
MafteMunder the. Name and Title 
of Proteihr rf the Commtmwealtb' of 
Emland^ and Reigned even ttll the Day 
of his Death) after a more Arbitrary 
aad Defpotick manner J than^ny Mo- 
tiiHh in Etirofe. . 

R JL c B A R j> his Son^ having Reither 
the Talents nor Vices of his Father, 
was foon obliged to leave the: King- 
dom. The RoyalifiSf who always con- 
tinued Faithful (tho'nn Obfcurity) 
raifedKp their Heads. Ckaw l b sU. 
\who had 'been a long time in Exire 
^wich his JBrother the Duhe $f Jmiywis 
!^t leqgth Rcftored, by the nniverfal 
Confeot.and De(ire of the Nation, 
who gcotnjed under . the Tyraimy of 
the Ufunpen 

. TjhcL Chuidiand Sure being^fta- 
bliibed pn (lie .«nticnt Footing, iHere* 

.'.. . y. '. ■ \d\Ut^ 
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tiiury Right was again confirmed; 
and for preventing the like Revoluti' 
ons for the future, both Houfes peti- j 
tion the K-ing, and it was Enadicd ac- 
cordingly (a) ' That by the Funda- 
' mental Laws of England, neither i 

* the Peers of the Realm, not the 

* Commons ia Parliament, or out o( 

* Parliament, nor the People coUec- 
' tively, or reprc fen rati vely, nor any 
' other Perfon whatfoever, never had, 
' nor ought (o have any coercive Att- 
^ thoricy over the Perfons of the Kings 

* of this Realm : That the lafl Civil 
' Wai againft King Charles }. pro- 
' ceedetl from a voluntary Error, touch- 
' ing theSupream Ancboricy; and for 
' preventing of which for the future, 

* and hindering Perfons from being 

* reduced and drawn t'nto Sedition, 

* it is enafted. That whorafocver 

* {h^affitm^ cfaae the ntoltra^ 

* ci^ect^tber orfiwarttdy, havck 

* Ix^ion P»«or,wuhinH titt Kkd* 
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/ and. £i&fts. ; Ic is m^^reoter decla- 
-^ tod^ . Xhat ^xbc'(o\titmd Siipream 
^ Go«ferttflKhto£cbeMttitai^ Forces^ 
< and JBvecy : thing wlikh belonga 
^ tharet^is^Md aWays bath beeOj^the 
^ a^oord^ w the I^9t>f JEiq^^^s 
j^^^ttmbobtW'iRiglM:' q$ tbt Rinigf and 
-V;fatt;FKd8aeifoiB, Rikigl imd f^ns 
:^:Q6Sni^amt; Ad that chtfivrti Hou- 
^-km ok Padiaoieiity ' either tiogcther^ 
^ oc feparately, have no P^wer, nor 
.* eught w pf etend to mj ef them^ 
^ felivas:^ niiich,)dii te mafce War^ ei- 
^ thai Oftolbrdkjr, of IkfeflFfff My> ^ 
« niaafcheKing^hisHeii^ o»£<aw- 

.LThe AiitbBtoyatJAr feift^maiRM^^ 
tbam£dbrcar m^ ' AAibn , and made 
ffomfiWtms eo Atfaflinate the King^ 
aodTDf^cnhibiiniUanaffdii^ enkctm^cc. 
^dwirdaidKKlIactfBln £iy4 jptbid Kfng^ 
Rc^iV th0^€oici»iMs 'hfOiif ht » Bitt 
iflto.tfaa Honfi^ Uk^dift\b^4tRwf 
Wik^Mry^y.Bi^, tnd imc^d'a tht 
JE^iOea/ lMii'becauf(l««f hiii R^tlgionv 
T/fad ]koads;(dejc&):ihit BM, atid^^tM 
Pailjfamcnt of Smbrnd meets at £if/ir- 
htirih I and fA [w^i^^"^ ^"^h lnjiiftiV#>j 
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made that famous Afl of Succeflioo. 
(rt) ' It is iathis Aft, that the Pariia- 
' merit acknowledges, That by the | 
' Nature of Government, and accord- 
' ing to the Finidamental Lav7S, the 
' Crown defcendsand devolves by the . 
' fole Right oi SucceiTion, in a direA 
' Line, and thatpodifterenceinReligJ- 
/ CHi,noLaw, norro Aft of Pariiaraertt 
' yet made, or may be made hereaf- 

* ter, can change or alter this Right.' 
In the Reign of this King, the Ads 

of Parliament of England, and thofc 
of Scotland, are full of the like Decla- 
rations ; by which thefe llluIlriouS 
Bodiesacknowledge, ' ThattheHere- 

* ditary Right, and the Supream Inde- 
' pendency of their Kings, are, and 
' always have been the fundamental 

* Laws of the two Kingdoms.' They 
are no new Laws made by the Autho^ 
ricy of a Senate, who pretends to have 
ihe Supream Legiflacive Power to 
change the La^vs accdrdibg to its Wffl 
fnti pleafur^, buc.fjin. aq^entte.Xet 

$^<)ny-> .NirbictiJbodr-^adffii^:u% 

-H ,»A -.L ?,s';r>i \vs..^l^V lo -in-.-.-.^tftdi 
■,■^,1, ■^. i -.^Mt i,-.-.'.-.i.| ■>-, tine ■ .-.j^.al 
3.. ',:{«) Anno i6li. 
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produced ef their Fundamental Laws, 
and 4 publick Confirmatioa of that 
which bath 4lways Ibeeti the immuta* 
l^t. EiTeoce of thek Cooftitution, 
Notwithftanding thefe A&s, fo fo* 

I, lemn, and Oaths fo facred, the Anti- 
Royalifts prevail ; King Jajubs II. was 

( fpj:ced to retire into France ; Heredi- 

i . tary Right was again overthrown, and 
William Prince of Orange was foon 
advanced to the Throne of his Father 

I in-law. ********** 
#«« ^ m ****** 

!«««««« *« ««« 

ffbi^M^Cotdpg i t0 cbf J ffltootts. Aft of 
I P4rtijam«6t jimqiiotiefi,^^^ fejuniogly 

to^ overthrow the fundamental Laws s 
k for that A& declared^ :l%at the Peoph 
yneitber c^Bivffyi mr xeprefimatively^ 

B0d^0ny iLegiflative,,.P^Vief' ivitbout the 

King. ; . ^ :.: j" .1 

The Friends of the Revol^H^H fay^ 
(hat Obedience is not due ta.$he Per« 
Ton of the Ring) but to the Authority 
of the Laws ; but they are condeiAned 
by their owq ^Minas-: ^ For the Laws 
' fuod4»?mal|.feiy*.That .the Kipgis 

' fob- 
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' fubjefl: but to God only; that he is 

' not CO be judged by any-body ; that 

• neither the Parliament, nor the Peo- 

* pie, have any Right of themfelves 
' to change the Succeflion of the 
' Crown. ' This is the fLindamencal 
and ppimitipe Conftitution of the EMg-' 
iijb Monarchy ! By what Authority 
therefore did ****** <», 



Ring William III. in order to keep- 
hinofelf in the good Graces of the Pe»- 
pte, yielded up feme of his Royal Pro-l 
rogativcs ; but nothing could put i'. 
Scop to a People who had once depart- 1 
ed from the eHablilhed Point of Sub- 
ordination. The Carriage of the Houfe 
of Commons, in fome Things, became 
fo uneafy to him, that it is thought by 
fame Perfons, that he once repented « 
his having accepted the Crown. 

The Hiftory of what has happened' 
fi[ice his Death, is too frefh in our Me- 
mories to make anv I^tail clienof. * 

-'-■■- J- — --■•^j'jT-lt 

■ - 1«1 ■ —"J - 
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XiSt us conrenc ourfelves, in nuLing 
fa«£ Obfert'^ioiis upon the Eng^ifi> 
Monarchy, and its diSerent Forms of 

» Government. 
1. During iht; Space of 400 Years^ 
.^iUl, £;7j/iumI was. divided into- fevea 
!*KiDgdomSi it was governed by raocc 
than an Hundred Kin^s ; the Crown 
was almoft all that Time hereditary : 
We cannot find, that any of thefe hun- 
^ deed Kings were ever depofed, or put 
'.to pcarfi by the, Sovereign Council of 
^'^cas. After this HeptaKhy (if I 
^ay make ufe of this Term) had been 
p»ited into one fingle Monarchy, the 
EfgUfi Government continued upon 
the (amc footing: The Fathers of an- 
cient Families, the Grandees of the 
Kingdom, the Lords Spiritual and 
i^emporal made the Supreme Council 
bi the King ; the Government was an 

I' Arifiocratical Monarchy: The Lords 
Ciaccd with the King in the LegiflatiTO 
k power, but they could do nothing 
I without him. This is the eflential Dii- 
I fqmuXr vhiskk time alw^s was he- 
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tween the Parliament oi England and ' 
the Senate oi Rome, {viz,.) The Senate 
was the Supreme Power of the Com- 
monwealth; the Confnls wete only De- 
poficaries, for a cetcain Time, of the 
Authority of the Senators. On the conJ 
trary, the Parliament were never other- j 
wife than the Suj 'C Council of the 
King ; he always call id them togethw" 
after an Imperial manner^ and dilTolv- 
ed them in the fame. 

2 . Under this Monarchy, moderated ' 
by Arifiocracj, the Commons had nOd 
Share in the Government, ^d) The5uc-' 
ceffionofthc CroWn was cither only 
Hereditary, or difpofed accbrdingtoj 
the Laft Will and Teftament of thflj 
dying King, who had no Children, oTj 
who feeing his Children too young fori 
Government, fometimes named hts" 
Succeffor before hi; Death. And tho* 
the Saxon Succeffion was broke into, 
during the Space of thirty Years, by 
three Danipi Kings, who conquered)! 
England xovTZxds the beginning of tbf 
tenth I 

(a) Bb *D1's Hi^orj of tht SuMi^pon •; aV' 
'&vwa o/' England. 
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tenth Century ; yet however, they re- 
eftablifhed the Right of SuccefTion as 
foon as the. Danes were drove out of 
Grtatr Britain. Fropi xhe. 'Norman Con- 
qacfl CO:the 49th Year of H b la ry Illi 
I which.was about i;he Year i 2 jQ^theGo-* 
,^ ivernment was Monarchical and Here- 

tditary^^nd inclining to £>^^o/{/^, which 
excited ajeajouiy in theNoblesagainft 
tUci]C Prifice, .^p4 wa^ a fecond Caufe 
I of MiAruft a^ Jeialoufy ^^fiinlt thf 
I RoyaJ Autbprity,, l!hc .Delpptiim of 
^ TAR<]yiKr) and William the Conqueror^ 

^•were th^ Source of all the Miichiefs in 
p J '3/ lpe(i usy^k!? I^b^ce jhpwever, thas 
I wbilftr(b^:^yereiga Council was only 
"^r jifr^>fK«ifrtJ, ttieiFatbersx)f th|?t)f Cpun- 

(try w^pc iealou? for its Liberty ; they 
fell out, indeed, fomietimes with the 
Kingij lipoa cbc Subjeft of the Grand 
CA^it^ri and; |e/S£[c4, Arbitrary Power ; 
bat wijboii<\gpfcg.out bf"t^^^ 
Poimdaries. , yj,^ canjpot^iind P4rlia- 
xnents abuling .their Princes, difinherit- 
ing them, or putting them to Death. A 
falfe Devotee and ambitious Hypocrite 
ufurpcd the Crown, but xVv^^w^^^v^ 



CouRtS of the Kmgd6m ted «o SIttre 
in it ; tht Kitrg and Ms S0M WM 
madieCaptivtS': Btittt^MKMtflboi^ 
cxinvemcnt,:tn thofe Timisi .i^ f&k^ 

thtdrSdVertigtt^ t>r^ot'<^fn»«OOettih{' 
4. Every Uiing' WgM » '^^hanvei 
Coaniterrantt lb ^foon ^s- the CoMMMr^ 
became part of tife IVh^iMmMc^ ito < 
AxnIboKity tof tHe King Md 4i9 ^Mfaltt , 
decrekfe, )^\A2ii^dBMit%4mtk}K^ 

19egttd, tht3>Spoti*^^y#^<>re« 
Peopte becomes abfolutt; theHonfii 
of iCotmnons of England tMk tfbe ftimeil 
St^ps as the Tribunes ^ofjRaiKre. A fimrt i 
Time after the Erifftion of this Lower 
Hodfe, the Patliamept'begiitifi6tof)(ty < 
to d'epofe theKing/btttobliged biiftito t 
deliver upirrsCrowfi tofcis Son j fcete^ j 
dftaryRiglit is Ttdt yet thrown 4iff, not | 
violated: Btrt in the following Cetftuty^ 
the King is sccttfed asiiCh'ii»ina(l,«iid 
de|>ofed t>jr the Atitfhc«i^ »f liis Parlilh 
metit, but WitWcwt pr^fomthgj « ytet^ 
to put him publidcly to DeiKh r fl^ 
reditary Right is Ib%nded, and Sbe 
Crown given to an Ufurper. 

3 At 
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Ac lengthy in the laft Century^ the 
Parliament : became altogether a Re- 
publkk. Its D$mcr(aical Farqr fcpsk^ 
vikt^ them£blires ftom the y4ri/i^i^icat, 
aiod iifiu3>4:be Sovereign lArUtlionty^iaad 
both are for a&ingaft^ a maimer lode- 
pendent <)f the Rogral Power, by under* 
Bu&iog^be Foundation of their Confti-: 
titckm : H^ Commons prevail, and 
uJGtfp not-only ^e Sower of the hotd$i 
(m: akb^ of ;tfae King *biifiielf,. y^kom^ 
cbc^F d^^f^ii ^^ condemn m be be-* 
honied as a Criminal; and this is done 
hyxkc very JDregs df the People. 

5..Since populgr AifeaJ>(ies4bave4ia4 
the 'Lttiftative P9 wer iq nhe^ ^Hands, 
thCiJLawiS t^ve been muItipLicK) %o In-* 
fini:^ and^hipTe Laws aie ioften ceift^ 
tttkUAoiy to eadi tother ; ^ds hoc alto* 
gotbsr 9s 4n Fiysunre, where fthe di&sent 
Provinces hold their fntienc Cufio^Ss 
ttrfiich^fa^ Jiad b^re^tl^ 
^hr S^nmfon^ one VfM^ch. :-/ 

. ilfi £i«Mi fince>t^;^fw^/IVioQH^ 
ef iSttbosdiaattpa hath ^een .ihaken, 

sboc iia^ iboea ^no aoftftant 
ctm^^o^'die Amdamnntal -Laws 
Q^i9gm Miffot £aK|i^, «t3B 
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Parliament, they make Laws oppofite 
ro each other : Oaths arc en/oincdj 
which by Variation, or diftereni Con-i, 
ftrufiion, are turn'd into Perjury; andj 
by the Violence which each Party aft* 
with, by Turns, the contending Parties 
who difpute for the Superiority, firiTC 
to feek out a proper Perfon, according 
to theirown Inclination, and thefe Par- 
tics every Day differ in their Views, 
Interefts, and Maxims. In thefe Aflem- 
blies it cannot be imagined, that Fafli- 
ons can be reduced to regular Qafles, 
or that they can aft by fixed or efla-^ 
bliflied Principles: They want the U-' 
nity of the Supreme Power; they breat 
and divide themfelves into as many 
Parties, as there are bold and daring 
Heads to lead the different Faftions, | 
which tend all to the fame End, which 
is to invade Authority. 

The Divifions and Sub-divifions of 
the Whigs and T'ories multiply daily; 
there are often five or fix different Sorts 
oi Whigs and Imies : Befides, the Head? 
of thefe different Parties often change 
their Principles ; the Whigs become Ta- 
rrej-j and the Toriei b«tomt Whty, ac- 
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cording to their Interefts. When the 
Royal Authority favours any Party, 
their Heads, or Chiefs, are Royalift$, 
and are for advancing the Royal Pre- 
rogatives ; but when Kings oppofe 
thefe Chiefs, then they become fVhigs 
and Republicam, and are for demolifhr 
ing the Royal Power. 

At the Eleftion of Members of every 
New Parliament, there is fcarce any 
thing to be feen in the feveral Coun-- 
ties and Boroughs, but Cabals, Hatred, 
Divifion, and Deceit ; IVhigs and To- 
rm. Republicans and Royalifls, Lovers 
of Independency and Defpotifm, Cour- 
tiers, and Creatures of the People : All 
thefe different Fadions caufe fuch a 
Motion in People's Spirits, that me^ 
thinks, the grand Body Politick labours 
lender Convulfions ; and that Great Brh 
fain, at every New Parliament, is thrown 
into a violent Fever. 

This is hot all, for whert the Mem- 
bers are eleded, come to Town., and 
aifcmbled in Parliament, Fadions re- 
vive, and Cabals are renewed : Some 
who occupy the beft Places in the Gc^- 
vemaimt, ace made uCc ^ xo cw'c^^'^ 
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Members of Parliament, with AfDwy, 
Placei, or Favours, which are to be dif- 
pofed of: There fometimes maybe 
feen in fome tumultuous and popular 
Ailcmblies, four or 6ve Men, who 
carry every thing before them by C^fra/f 
and Itttrtguei : So that a Reprefentadvc 
forgetting the Intcctfts of thofe who 
chofe him,bybufyinghimfelf only with 
that Patty to whom he hath fold hito- 
felf, afts quite conttary to the Orders 
and Advantage of thoie whom he re- 
prefents. 

The Lower Houfe being thus filled 
at every New Parhament with Mem-^ 
bers, whofe Thoughts and lotcrefts are 
quite oppofite to each other, it is no 
Wonder, that there Ihould be fuch 4 
Multiplicity and Variation of Lawsj 
and that the Ads of Parliament Qiould 
be fo prodigioufly voluminous, and 
which feemingly contain Laws contrary 
to each other, or very difficult to be 
iindetflood ! The Multiplicity of LavUf 
(fays Plato) is as certain a Sign if 
the Corruption of a Kingdom, as tht Mul* 
j'ltuSe of Medicines is of a CompHcatieit tf 
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^nd their frequent Oppofition, is as 
fatal in 2 ComtDonwealth, as the habf^ 
rnal tife of M^ieiiie^ taken wrongful^ 
If, and ill-applied^ is to the HealSi of 
thdBody. 

Rome and EugtanA therefore fhe w u^ 
the fatal Confeqnencts of the Sovereign 
Power being diW^d with the People. 
Let OS now exafoine^ whether Arifio*' 
ermknf hiSmarthj wxU not remedy thefe 
Incofltinienc^' :' 
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ky ARJSTOCRyiCr. 

f.nn HE Unity of the Supreme 
X l?owcr btth always been rc- 

girded as a vtry great Advantage in a 
iHgdpm, for pttvtntjhg the Divifioqs 
taA Jealottfies of thofe who govern : 
The grand Benefit of Society doth not 
fb much confift in the Riches, or Abun- 
dance of fomc particular ot pdv^tft.^^xr 
fcn9, '» the common Good oi ^ % ^^^^ 

Ha xJcC\^ 
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. this common Good is the Union of Fa- 
milies, the Prevention of Civil Wars, 
and the Extindion of Cabals. It is 
conieilible, that Unity finds itfelf much 
bett'^r, whilfl the Supreme Power is 
united in one fingle Mind, than when 
it is divjdtd into many dift'eren-c ones. 
Govccninent dividH, or put into 
ihe Hands of mamy , ;rfons, may be 
convenient with fuch Uepublicks as ate 
cnclofcd in fingle Cities, or fmall States; 
but it fL'tmsinconfiftcntwithKingdoms 
of a great Extent : The Citizens of 
every City would be always for railing 
iheir Grandeur above others ; from 
whence naturally proceed frequent Re- 
volutions, and cruel Seditions. It was 
from thence, that all the Jealoufies of 
Greece fprung up ; her celebrated Senate 
of the AmphiByons could nor prevent 
CivilDifiencions : That SageAfiembly, 
though compofed of fuch Deputies, as 
gave Names to the Twelve principal 
Cities of Greece ! They precifely met 
together on certain Days at the TA«- 
mopyhs, where they confulred upon ' 
every thing which regarded the Hap- 
pinefSf the Repot-e, au^ ^!ftt to^tnoo ] 
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Incereft of the feveral Republicks : But 
this Senate^ fQ venerable as it was, yet 
however^ was too feeble, to appeafe 
and excingttifik the Jealoufies and Civil 
Wars cUSfarta^ Athens J &c. who afpired 
by Turns, to the univerfaV Empire of 
Gr€i€€i infomuch that all thefe-fmall 
Gommbnweakhs were united under the 
•DllfimnifortiQfiPiiiLip q( Macedon, who 
^toiok Ad#nigige of theii* njiltual Divi- 
^fions^ in. order to weaiien aud fubdue 
them. />^ ■ 

x. Tiie Unity of the Supreme Power 
ng^rs neccflHury, nbt only fdr uniting 
^fae^ SofcTiiftipobiit^ for E^ptcliilion in 
^GodneiU tt pti^hr.^^t Ari/hcraikal 
O^vernfaencsj-'^^'^Hotbifyg 'is ^dohe but 
iwich very great Slcwn^fs^ and in pub- 
lick. AiTemblies, tho* fometimes every 
thing dejpends upon Expedition. In a 
Monarchy, the Sovereign may delibe- 
-fate, and . give his Orders at all Times 
ind. Bices f for which ReafOA, the 
KomMs, in grand and important Af- 
fairs of the Commonwealth, had of- 
ten recourfe to the Unity of the Su- 
preme Power, by creating a DiBator^ 
whofe Power was abfolute. 
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3. Military Government naturallj 
requires to be exQiciCcd by one fingle 
J*eiroii : Every thing is in Danger 
when the Conwnind is tiivided. It 
plainly appears in icfclf.thac this Form 
of Government is the moft proper and 
agreeable of all others; and that, ii 
fliort, it ought to prevail, becaufe 
the Military Power, whofe Streogtt 
.is in its Hand, naturally draws cvo- 
ry Nation after it, and reduces every 
tiling into Monarchical Government 
For wich Reafon it was, that all the 
moft famous Commonwealths in the 
World, began with Moparchieal G*r 
vernmenr, and to that, iA thz Eiid, 
they have or will return. It is bi* 
lately fincc the Grecian Cities formed 
their Republicks: (a) ' In the Begia- 
' ning all People were Governed by 
' ¥iings.Kom tt^an •wi(hMgt2archy,a^ 
' r« the End returned to it again ; at pn- 
' fent there aye no Comimmwealths ia tit 
* IVerld, hut -what -aere formerly fubjeEi U 
' Monarchy, (b) Would it not be there- 
' fore 
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^ fore better, that this Unity of the 
' Supream Power (hould be eftablifli- 
^ ed ac firft, fince it is inevitable) 
* and fo very violent when ic gains 
^ the upperhand by open Force. 

4. The Unity of the Supream Pow- 
er is fortiier neceifary for maintaining 
Subordination among the di£Serent Or-* 
ders and Degrees, which are in all 
Great Kingdoms, whofe Subjefis are 
dtftinguifiied into two Claflfek The 
£k& contains chofe who are Proprie^ 
cors of Lands ; the Hdids of antienc 
Families ; the Grandees of the Na- 
tiM, who are boro in the adual Pof^ 
feffioa «f all die Advauitages of Life. 
The (ecoodare thofe who contain mjoch 
die greater part, and are thofe, vfaa 
by the Order of Nature and Ptoti- 
deuce, are born ander the Neceffity 
of getting what they ftand in need of| 
ejtet by Labour, Arts, or Commerce. 
If both thefe would govern themfelves^ 
according to the Rules of Humanity 
and right Reafon, the finrmer would 
not make ufe of their Authorky to 
c^pprefs the latter ; and the lattsx. 
woM entertain no Hasst^^o^x 'VPt 

H 4 "^^^ 
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loii{ie againft the foimer, upon Ac- 
count of the inequalicy of their Con- 
dition. Every one would be content 
wirh liis own Station ; and they would 
all contribute, by this Subordination, 
mutually to alliA and maintain each 
other. But the Paffions of Men cre- 
ate a Divifion between chefe two Or- 
ders. 

If the Government was entirely in 
the Hands of the Nobles, they would 
opprefs the Poor People j the Com- 
monwealth would then be reduced to 
the Condition of Kome^ before the fa- 
mous Retreat of the 5acrf J Aftww.when 
the Patricians opprelfed and abufed the 
People, If the Government is Dem»- 
cratical, the Nobles and Grandees are 
continually expofed to the Hatred and 
Infults of'^the meaneft Perfons. Such 
■was the Condition of Rome towards 
the End of the Confulate, when every 
thing was governed according to the 
Humour of the blind Populace and in- 
folent Tribunes. 

There mufl be therefore a Power fu- 

periour to thefe two Orders, which 

fiiould bold them in. their juft Bounda? 

ricj. 
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rics. Royalty therefore may be com- 
pared to the middle Point of the Ba- 
lance^ which by: keeping itfetf in the 
Geotre, &i at an equal Diftance &om 
the two exneam Points, keeps both in 
an Equiiikrium. 

It is neceffary, therefore, that the. 
Royal Authority fiiould be fo indepen*. 
dent from the Nobles* and the People, 
that it maybe capable of balancing or 
nioderatuiig< both. This is what was 
wanting in the Raman Commonwealth, 
after the CouftUate was become common 
botlk to the P/i^rvViVz«f and Plebeians. 
TheiPdWer/wias fometimes wholly in. 
the 'Ntttdte^ and fometimes in the Peo- 
T^y itatiiti^zik E^liUium was never 
obfenred, but perpetual Seditions, and 
a fiicceffive Qppreffion of either the 
one or the ckher of thefe two Orders. 
Sucfawill bi^itbi Condition of all Na- 
tioBS, wiheDe:the7 endeavouir to dimi« 
nifltand confine too clofely the Supreme 
Power, which bught to maintain the 
two other fubaltern Powers in their 
joft Limits. 

5. The King cannot fee every thing, 
nor know every thing himfelf : it is 

H s tfcftx^^ 
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therefore neccQ'ary tbit he fliould )^xwr■ 
Gounfellors, not only to inform and »' 
flruft him of the Conditiono£ bis King- 
dom, but to keep him from Defpotidt 
Tyiaiuiy. This made the moderate 
Royahfts believe, that an Ai&mbly. 
fixed, and not ele&tve, ought to Cure 
with the King not only in the Sove- 
reign Power, but the LegiQitive. The- 
King {fay they ) ought to have a great- 
er Degree of Power than ^1 thcMem- 
bets put together, but none without 
them in the making of Laws. This is 
fufficient to grant a fmgle Man ! k is 
not real'onablc, that the Royal Autho- 
rity fliould be the only and foie Powcf 
of the St£te -. it Ihoald do nothing 
wichont it ; therefore it ought not to 
have a Power of doing cveiy thing 
alone. There fliould be no Laws made 
in eppofickm to tht' Kui^.^ !:innoi»' 
ftonld the lixws 4cipenil tm^d^ ufm ' 
his abfalatc WiU ^ there fiUMild bo a 
Goticoutfe or Mixcure oX Mnumttu'tmA 
Ari^roQy, in opderbOCooiftole'tiiK Ifip- 
giHative Power; and they fiMnUiiivsc. 
9&. a&cr an indcpetidcat namer/ 
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6. It is not reafoQable^ that the Peo* 
pleihoiiki cntirdy. be excluded from 
the /Government^ but they x^Qgjhtnot 
to ftarc in jdicXcgiflattve Power; we 
have obiervcd the fatal Gmibquences 
of this Partitioa of the Soveceignty ift 
^c moft ilkftrious States of the Worid^ 
Wiien Jdocc the ReprefeDtatires of the 
People invade the Supreme Author 
rvifi they koo9$ wot bow to contain 
rheoeirelyes m cfaeit Boundaries; for^ 
iboner or later, they reduce every thing 
to the Defpotick Power of the Popu^ 
tace : it IS not psadetit to gifve tbem 
fuch an Authority, as may tempt tbem 
to betray the People, and blow riie 
Coals ot Df&ord and Sedctidii. 
: In thns excluding the Peofsle from 
the SoEvcreign Authority, wre are very 
hx &om trampling upon them : We 
have < only fpoke againfi thofe fierce 
JLeprefentatives of the Midtitode, be*^ 
ca«fe.':%hey iuure often faaencealEne^ 
nics to the People, and ve^ ifivrfnom 
bdmG tlieir PcoteSors, in betraying 
viae TwDbwtich they ha^ token iupoo 
thefn ; and by their Ambition they be- 
came ^liie-fiiftwber^'of the State t Tht 
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or Priace in the Worid hath a Right 
to levy fuch Taxes upon their Sub- 
jefts without their Confent, nor can 
they exaft them againft their Wills, 
except by Violence and Tyranny. 
Bur, perhaps, it will be faid, that 
fometimes there happens fuch preffing 
Ciroumftancesj tharit would be dan* 
gerous to delay the caiiing of the Sub- 
iidy, /till after the calling of the 
States, wlio, perhaps, could not do it 
fo eafily. Is this^ therefore, a Decla- 
ration of War, when a Prince doth a 
thing which he hath a mind to do 
with fuch Precipiution ? For thi^ is 
the War which is underftood by thofe 
who make the Objedion. Can we 
engage ourfelves too late therein ? 
And is it not always Time enough 
to declare it? :^ 
J. But Co render this Form of Ge^ 
vernment more perfeft, it is requifite^ 
that Monarchy fhould be hereditary ; 
and as fuch, it was elleemed as a wife 
Precaution of great Legiflators, to pre- 
vent Jealou(ies and Divifions : It (hews 
apparently how they ought to fix the 
ot Sovereignty by Birth, as they 

have 
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A King who had nothing to exped for 
bis Poftcricy after his Death, would 
think of nothing but his own Intcrcfts 
whilft he lived } whereas an Heredi- 
tary King would be always difpofed to 
regard his Kingdom as his Inheritance, 
and which he would leave to his Po- 
fterity. 

It is the inviolable Obfervation of 
this Law of Succeffion, which hath 
made the vaft Empire ai China to fub- 
iiil for almoft Four Thoiifand five Hun- 
dred Years. The 7artars have often 
within that Time committed great Ho- 
ftilities; but however, they were never 
able to ftagger thai Empire : Bot as 
foon as the Msndarim pretended to al- 
ter Hereditary Right, and every cmc 
pretended ta the Sovereignty, they 
caufed terrible Revolutions in the Sc- 
veatecuth Century, and the Tartars 
t«oV that Opportunity to fubdue thcra. 
- It is alfo Hereditary Succeffion which' 
hath fubfifted for more than Sixteen' 
Hundred Years, the wifeft Empire that 
evct was, I mean, that of ^gyp^. Bad 
Rings were fpared during Life (rSx^. 
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Buc after they were dead, they punifli- 
ed tliem for Examples, by depriving 
them of Burial. Some have been 
treated thus, but wc find very few Ex- 
amples of it ,- for, on the other fide, 
moll of their Kings have been fo be- 
loved by the People, that they have 
wept, and lamented their Death, as if 
ihey were their own Fathers or Chil- 
dren. 

8. It is alfo neceffary for the fame 
Reafon, that the Jtrijhcratical Power, 
which moderates the Royal Power, 
fhould be fixed and hereditary, and 
Qot eledive. Nature and f)irCh give to 
every one his Rank or Degree ; there 
is no OccaHon to make Parties by Ca-. 
bals, and unjuft and tumultuous Elefti^ 
ons : And it is for this Reafon, that 
the Ele6i:ive Members of a State, of 
thofe which reprefcnt the People,fliould 
ever have a Share in the Legiflativc Au-^ 
thotity ; not but there may be found 
among the Plebeians, Men as capable,' 
fublime, and learned, as any among 
the Patrkiam ; but becaufe Faftiona 
being inevitable, every Thing and everf 
Place is iilkd with Patties and CabalSf 
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nothing is fixed or lafting, wbilft every 
thing is left to the Eleftion of the blind 
Multitude, and mifled by ambitious 
Spirits- V 

Moreover, Ariftocraticat Power oughc 
to be regulated according to the An* 
tiquity of Families, in order to pre* 
vent Sovereignis from making themfelves 
abfolut^ Mailers of that Cower which 
moderates their Authority* It ihould 
always be defired, that Kings might 
not DC fuch Matters, as to increafe, at 
their owa Will and Pleafure, the Mem^ 
bersof the fixed Seaate, wl^ich ll^ares 
witht^em in the LegiUatiyej Power; 
JEbr otEerw4f<^ ir^w^ ^oi^'^ 

imnlh the R^ Auth'orkY^. Y^ho Hadt 
raifed i^em on purpofei in .order tel 
Cervc unjuft Deugns. If a Sovereign 
would reward the Merits of great Per* 
fons, as he pught^ methinks they (hoHld 
not at firft be admitted with bTii^^ta 
(hare the Legiflative Bower, but piake 
him mount up by Degrees jto thpfe 
Dignities which after (ome Succeffioa 
of Time, may give a Right to their. 
Pofterity to have a Part in the Ariflo^ 

r . .. > craticd 
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cra^ifrt/ Authority, {a) ' Virruc,/fly^ 

* a CeUhraud Author, will be fuffici- 
' cnrly excited, and will have a ftrong 
' Impulfe to ferve the Stare, provided 
' that great and juft AiSions flioiild be 
' the Commencement of Nobility to 
' them who do them, and to their Po- 

• fterity.' The N^lita of obfcrving 
this Rule, the T« ?t of Rome were 
giiilty ot befo'"'" ' 'onfular Dignity. 
The Nobles ir :hemfclves at Vt- 
nice, by the Pc — f Money. And 
have none of t\ mons of Etigliai 
arrived to the l ge, by Money, 
purely to ferve the ibitious Defigw 
ef the Court? E'jt v^iicnEin^lo"™?!^!! 
are regulated by Birth, every Order of 
the State applies itfclf to the Bufinefi 
or Employment which Nature and 
Providence ordained, according to Sub- 
ordination ; without a Defirc of afpi- 
ring by Ambition ro confound Ranks 
and Orders. After this manner the 
Nobility fliould enjjage themfelves in 
the Works of the Mind, and the Peo- 
ple in that of the Body j for the Strength 

of 
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of a Commonwealth, wichout doubt, 
confifts in a People, whofe different 
Orders piocecd from InflruSiiem and 

Monarchy moderated by Ariflocracy, 
is the moO atiLicnt, and tnoft natural 
of all Governments. Ic hath its Foun- 
dation and Model from the paternal 
Einpire, that is to fay, from Nature 
iticlf, for the very Origine of Civil So- 
cieties proceeds from paternal Power : 
In a Family well-goirerned, the com- 
mon Father doth not determine Mat- 
ters afcer a Defpotical manner, accor- 
4ing to his own Fancy ; in publick 
DeliberattODs heMmfults the moll aged 
and wife of his Children ; young Per- } 
fons and Domefticks have not an equal 
Authority with Fathers of the common 
Family. 

It was according to this Idea, that , 
Lycurgos ordained. That the whole 1 
Nation of the Lacedembnims fhould be 
but one Family : that the Children 
fhould belong to the Commonwealth ; 
that the moft aged Fathers fiiould be 
regarded as fo miny Suvte'^t ^"^^^ 
&2rc5,- and that aUihe^t'?w?t«wv^ 
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gether fhould be fubjed to one King, 
whom they Ihonld look upon as the 
common Father of the Country : But 
ihe People had no deliberative Voice 
in the Government. 

Monarchy Ariflocratiial is the Model 
of Government of the moll famous 
States and Dominions in the World. 
Belore popular Power prevailed in 
Creectj Carthage, and Rome, they were 
all governed by Kings and a fixed Se- 
nate : ar firll the People had no deli- 
berative Voice : the Ephori, the Siiffe- 
us, and the Tribunes, were only Advo- 
cates for the People. Such alfo was 
the Government of Antiest Egypt, whofe 
Kingdom viras Monarchical and Here- 
ditary. A Senate compofed of thirty 
Judges chofen out of the principal Ci- 
ties, made up the Sovereign Council 
of the Prince. Such was alio the Go- 
vernment of the Empire of Perfia .- tW 
Satrapes, or Grandees of the Kingdom 
compofed the Sovereign Council of 
that Monarch, and they were called 
'The Eyes and Ears of the Prince. And 
fuch is to this Day the Government 
of China i the Emperor, though ab* 
folute 
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foIiiG& ia.bisPowiery takes a folemo 
Ck^ tfaaidbe will mcwct, cftabliih^ any 

Such wa0» in ibort, the Fdrmx>f Go- 
vernment of the NmhrnNations (whofe 
cold and. Wten Clime by leiTening their 
Imagination: incteafed their Judgment) 
wlip had^filfried. it in ail the Countries 
iki i^dij^oild^r where theyf eftablKbed 
tbf kdiie^bNbafteiifabe Deffruftion of the 
i^;s^^ JSm^ Nations 

enjbef taineor Noti<Mis of Tyranny and 
Oppui^Mu. HDhe Saxons eftablilbed A^ 
fifiitff^ukgtL Mmat^j dn Englaudy the 
'i^iirtib(:moog ^GaitU^ tfaeJP^^^ei 
in Sfmwi9lti^t O^regotesifi and iafter them 
xh^'^.ijm^aids m Italy. The Antient 
PjM:liaments o( Great Britain were purer 
If: -jirift^atfcal ; & was alfo the Field 
efMm. in \ Fra^e j: the Qfrtes in l^m; 
(lie third .£ftatb»:<tr eleftedJMembets; 
bave^oi «1 way jh had k Sharto in the:Go? 
yerpments as has been ui^ed before ; 
for at firfi, their Power only concem^^ 
^d t^e Regulation of Taxes. 
? For ^^fwhichiB^aftfoSf the mode- 

f aM .l^oy^ifts thought^ that the Form 

of 
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of Government fubjeft to ih 
conveniences, miift be MotH 
derated b}' Atijiocracy : Tiiot 
Rights of the Sovereignty, ( 
viz. the Military Power, tlx 
PevxTf Mttd the Povier oj raijii* 
ought to be fo rcguUced, as 
to be abiifed. It is necelfary 
Military Power (hould refid 
the King, becaufe from the 
one and the fame Will depeti 
dition. Secrecy, Order and.l 
neceffary in tlieSoldicry.Ic is ; 
that the King fhoiild partak 
fixed Senate the Legdlative Pi 
cauTe he cannot )tidge of « 
himfelf. It is necefl'ary, in ft 
the King ftionld not impofe 
fidies extraordinary, but by 
ncral Confent of all the Stai 
Kingdom ; that the People 
be trampled upon. Such a Go 
as this, hath all the Advanta^ 
are found in the Unity of the 
Power, for the more eafy a 
executing good Laws ; and 
freed from all thofc Incon 
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which are found in popular Governr 
ments, or cbro^gb the Imbecility, of 
the King, to cruijx ^ People ^y ex- 
traordinary Tajxes, * ' •/ , . 

But whaler may be fthe!greft Ad- 
vantages of this Form of Government^ 
it i% not JiudvevcTj, wit;h6ut Incoaveni- 
ences, z% well as others -, 

J . TheDivifion of tlie Sovereignty 
between the fCing^aiid LordSy wiiriur 
^ibly produce a Contention in the 
contrary Powers \ fooner or later, tbq 
King will fubdue and difpofe the Se- 
riate, and fo becpme Abfolute; or elfe 
the Nobles will become like (q many 
petty Tyrants, by' pulling doy^n Mor 
narcbical Powe^i as, formerly they did 
at jithensy Rmer6^c.Mid now at Plt^ 
nki- and GeMpa. 

2. On the other hand, in Kingdoms 
wbiere the People have no part in tbo 
(Qovemioeot, the Haughtine{s of the 
Nobles, their Avarice and Ambition 
make.them defjpife and tread undec 
their F^ty thole who are obliged ta 
live by their Induflty ; Gcandeies for* 
Reccing, that fimple Btrth contributes^ 
;.. ; nothing 
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nothing to make them better thin 
other Men, any ottierwife than by giv- 
ing them an Opportunity of doing 

more Good than other Men ; their ^ 
Pride often caufes them to rebel againft 

Princes, and their Hard-heartednefs ^ 

and Obftinacy urges the People to re- C 

be! againi^ them. o, 

AH Things being well confidercd, Tc; 

it appears, that Monarchy is preferable er 

to a Mixed Government: Other Forms fbi 

of Governmentare expofed to the fame be 

Inconvenictices as it, yet Monarchy Sc 

hath fuch Advantages as others have Pc 

not, iJ/z,. Unity, Expedition, and a Ba- £x 

Utice of Power between the Nobles a 

and the People, which are particular Ei 

Advantages belonging only to Monar- Pc 

chy : But Tyranny, the Paflions and 1 m 

Abufe of the Supreme Authority, are j or 

Evils common to every Government, ro 

VVhilft humane Nature is thus weak, as 

imperfeft and corrupt, all Sorts of Go- t fs 

vernments will bear within them the ' ^ 

Seeds of inevitable Corruption, Dif- I a^ 
grace and Rain. 
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I am therefore far from thinking 
thatthtre is any humane EftaUifli* 
ment free from Inconveniences ; or that 
it is pol&ble to remedy thefe inevita* 
ble Misfortunes of the grand Bod^ 
Politick, by any particular Form- of 
Government whatioever. The Abufe 
of the Sovereign Authority^ in what- 
foever' Hands it is intrufted. will foon«- 
er or later draw oh the Ruin of any^ 
fort of Government, let it be the 
beft in the World. Fine Plans and 
Schemes ferve to amufe Speculative 
Perfons in ^heir Qofcts : but ih Prtf 
aice we iind that the leaft Overfight 
caufesthe Subverfion of the greateft 
Empires. Iris thiis the grand Body 
Politick may be compared to the Hil- 
mane Body : A Fever, a Rheumatifm, 
or th^ leaft Accident takes off the moft 
robtiil atnd handfom Perfon, as ^foon 
as the moft weak . and deformed. It 
' is known by Experience in Phyfick or 
Medicine, that the moft vigorous ami 
a&ive Perfons are more fufojeft to fiid- 
den and violent l}ifeafes,tHau thei moft 

•If X ' 
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^^ if there «»Vj„^i?cally /• 
«td W^V ^;^y Country ; the diB 
«.e >ff«^ ^^^*? People are often 05 
^«t Genius s °^„*.!,*^to .each otlie 

^ Ceem ^o make . »« ST ^ convci 
*'' ofiJeVorms tvcceftaryA^^^^f^fo 
^r^ut there.anfes J- f^^^^ppc 

ftttces, that rx pjehcnd them 

-,ince ^45"' c .he Grand Body 
theCe Evils of the /J^^„a in chat 
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edabliihed, in order to eft^L^h others^ 
(Which ia Th^o^: may appeair . more 
perfe(^» :buc in >Prai%ice are always 
attended with inevitable Incpnveni* 
ences. Men will .never iicid tbeirHap- 
pinefs in outward Eftablifbments^ nor 
in the m.oft curious Schemes invented 
by Humane Wit ; but in the Princi- 
ples of Virtue,, which will always in- 
wardly furni(}ji.,«s with Remedies a- 
.gainft all the Evils of this Life, and 
which will enable us to fupport, even 
for the love of Order and Peace of.So- 
ciety,! all the Abufes to which the befl 
Governments are expofed. 



C H A P. XVI, 

Of Qovernment purely T ovular, 

*rT1jHfiE Lovers of Independency 

;*- iJCr^ceivngrtljat all thefe Forms 

; • oiF .Gowerngifintr,are expofed to inerita- 

<'ble It^ony^ni^ces, pretend that the 

^Sovereign. Authority (bould never be 

trufted with; any one Man^ nor any 

Society>of.M$n in a continual manner. 

I Z ' 'T^NS 
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* This Stabilky of Power, fyftbey, 
makes S^etcigns' >«tR-ibote ic to 
'tbeinfelf e» is a Rig^, ^Imd fo^^.tbey 
bitcbmc yij^ii-. The only ^iiieaas of 
keeping iihAn^^'Cn order; is co'Oiake 
themr fcnfibl^v that Sdvereigns^of all 
Countries and Nations arc^ only 
Executors of the Laws j that the 
Supream Authority Miginally* ftfides 
in the Peopl<^; and*tKat the BLiigfat is 
always in them, - to Judge, Depofe 
and Punifli fupremeMagiftrateswhen 
they violate thefe La^s. The De- 
fign of the firft Creati<K> and Infti- 
tution of Sovereigns, W3fir for- no 
other intent than to,preferve the 
Order and Peace of Society : they 
were only chofe by the confent of a 
Majority. Thofe who give the Au- 
thority, may always take it away. 
The Original Contrad between the 
Prince and People, isupbn^his ef- 
fential Condition, That Sovereigns 
fhould be Fathers of the People, and 
Maintainers of the Laws. One fin- 
gle Man, or a fmall Number of 
Men, may deceive themfelves, or 
fuffer themfelves to be ruled by their 

\ Paffions,- 
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Paffions : but the . univerfal Voice 
of the People^ iSithc Voice of pure 
Nature ; it is common Senfe and 
right Reafon freed from Artificial 
Subtilcies. Every particular Perfon 
fcparacely hath his Errors and Paf-* 
(ions ; but the whole People toge- 
ther, make an agreeable mixture o( 
contrary Qualities^ which correft 
and moderate each other recipro- 
cally, like the Ingredients of the 
molt famous Medicines, whofe Par- 
ticulars may be poifonous, yet tte 
Compofitioa of them altogethci^ 
makes an excellent Remedy. 
Is not this foraetting Humane Nar 
tare, to reafon after this manner ? Inr 
ftead of bright Ideas, it feeds us with 
the Poetical Fi&ions we have alrea- 
dy demonftrated. 

i; That there nerer was; fuch a 
TbiDg as a State of pure Nature^ 
where all Perfons were independant, 
equial and free to make this imaginary 
Contra&. 2 . ^That the Sorereign Au* 
thority is not derived from the Peo-^ 
p!e. 3: That fuppofit^ it fltould de- 
rtvci ics Auchopity from the People, yet 

1 3 howevct 



figncd:tliettY7atbial 9^be,ltbc» ;« 
nUttttnnic the famo again. : fiuoiA 
pcfidailtty from alt: this icjis-iali 
i: THai? the greatcil Number h 
any Itfherent: or Natural Right 
xii^btng XaWSj 4UKi jadgidg; in j 

; N)ftuf»'Rjghi7 &i(btif0e4 itpoibl 
lilvr'^;49f^Nimin^the ^oteoe c^n 

ftftiiaild '^erfeft^Jufiiee;<'ba^:the 14 
titUdttlothiaot^pafleft tjiefeQdaliti 
494w^Uie gOEBteeft Nmaikar. Tfi 
are few.NMe«}.%iio -confi^ Red 
liMilr dttendoE^; a&^ who'foliow tt 
^ppoittioartofthoi! Paffions^ : T 
gt^ateft Nutnber hjaye alwky^ bi 
the mod ignorant and cofrupt. 

If in Civil AiTembUes they ft 

4nit tb the Dectfion oS the Majofi 

/ds not beca^fe they always ju4gji»ii 

ccMrding to perfeft Raeaftfn! ao^^^ 

Aice;; but becaufe^ fnchvaf Detetmij 

tion M Dccitiom b 27 fixed atid-palj 

byt* Method) dP endiiig Di^Tpiites. 

' Wkhdt LoyarVolf JridepgRdency I 



Civil Governjvient. 199 

of Families, Hereditary or Eleftive 
Members of a Senate, are or have 
been always natural Legiflators^ they 
contradid their own^PrincipIcs. They 
eftablifh a natural Inequality among 
Men ; they give an inherent Right to 
a fmall Number of Perfons, by ex- 
cluding the Multitude; for the No* 
bles and Gentlemen chofen for the 
Reprefentatives of any Nation^ are 
very much the fmaller Party. The 
Fatricians of all Countries are often 
People of little Learning, weak Ca* 
pacities^ and fubjeft to the fame Pafr 
fions as other Men. Eledive Mem- 
bers are often chofe by Parties, and 
corrupted by Promifes ; fo that Rea- 
Ton is not more probably on theic 
fide, than on thof^ who arc not cbo^ 
fen ; theref6re»conf(^quently, they have 
not nauirally any Inherent or Natural 
Right to determine Sovereignty : They 
have only a Civil R{ghr, founded up^ 
on the Neceflity that there fliould be 
fome (upreme Judge to determine 
Differences,, and who (hould preftcvje 
th« Qrdert and Peace of Society. 
Thi$ is thi: Foundation Qf All Civjl 

! 4 Right, 
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bcrations,the natural Sentiments 
Majority. Two or three Men 
rally govern the Multitude ; Fai 
and Cabals prevail^ Promises, Tl 
nings, or the falfe Eloquence o£ 
of dbe boideft Leaders^ influence i 
people. 

,. Xet them read the Hifiory < 
JftoMtf Ji Republick, where populai 
vernmenc hath prevailed ^ they 
find there^ that it was not the 
pie who always fpoke, butmofl; 
monly fome ambitions Tribune, 
would fpeak for the Muhitnde 
hom thence abufe their Crecj 
ThePartifans of popular Po we 
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ly behold one fide of Trqth, wichouc 
regardidgaU. itsgloriousi App.earafu:ies. 
it;ts erne;, that ihci^futMck, Goed 
fhottld be thie immutable Rule pf all 
La^s ;. that So? ereigns ooght to be 
the Prefervers.or ^heie, Laws, aodF^^ 
thertjof'thcj P(Q^;»wd tbjtt.Tvhca 
thcjr aa:0th5r*jye;>:lii€iy;.I«trc|lbrQV 

tbciiDcfign of jttei^foAicntjm J tti<y 
violaie. alh.tli&.Righc9^d£ jH^wfUuty^ 
and become vlTyraD^;! 3ut they ai^ 
not to be puiuQied by gay oth.er jPowpic 
than Xi^v x>Qily. It i^ not deniedt kH% 
they! ooay :bfc (Uai^«bbp»/ aj94 . JP^( 
grcat(ar:P«niflwiaittjtth^ ORbff.M^tfj . 
but JthC' Oixiet .aiA.iJEfeajeft «f:^ocicty 
reqnic^s* not only th(kt:tbej(e Aoul4 
be good Laws, but that there (hou)d 
he f A:/upream Powejr^ f{:^.^4 and. vifi« 
bk; ; to make / thek vLa^y s^ . jia terptiec 
and execute thiem,. »p4? Jsdg^^ in . tihf 
dernier v^rfyaodsagainft . wbQm ;i( 
ihould i)ever b«. allowed to> rebel* 
imlefs they would have a mmdto Jopf-^ 
en every fixed i Point in Policy, and ^ 
expofe every Govern menMp pfiq)«tiiT- 
al Rev(diltionsi and the^ ^xt^vagMZ 
Humoutsvof the blind and- uqcpnfiant 
Multitude. Such 




&«)(!: tteft'liavaLcwti buitimafci*' 

ROftlMj^-' We4dlI{U4^^#Mt iaffer, 

MVEviM^ w«^4«glu^ cMifitaiK IcaA 

&(^$io^« liitt€tattKfe>-ldtiK^ Ssnaogiii, 
di:'«&ibM)Uih^t fifltWs so the:^peipr- 
l)ift{' tl%««tbd4M« of Atiwcfaf > Mnfi 
we pktct 0Uf' idtfWP vtfder « ie§alaf 
6t5«<»friih«A¥;£-WbAM' v«« find fooBCs* 
Mttej gG»(('Maftits< -Bftd^Mdican: wid^ 
id P#ih(itsha<>eaiw«y«i 4 powerful 
Iift«<t'lft' - in itiaMgfng their Sub* 
|e<b; 6f iliuft wt;«leltii«c:tur oar Ichres 
ity th6 Fury ^6f th<i Mntttttidrj to at* 
(hf 'fd'i btibiDiMe"ev«ry Momettt thi 
9|^t% ii^thc Ca^rk):, InceoAiMcy and 
blihd Paffiofes ol alt thofe ^ho hate 

tto 



■^ 
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no other Principle of Union, but the 
Love of Independency^ and how they 
may divide and fobdivide thcffifehrc$ 
to Infinity, as the Waves of the Sea, 
who fiicctStvclji dafii upon, and brcatk 
one another? There is ccrtamly no 
choice to be made in thefe two Elz- 
treams. 

C H A P. XVIL 

Of Government where' the Loom 

onfyj^refide. 

MAny Philofophers^ havenbougfi^ 
that the only means of avoids- 
ing the Abufes of the fupream Aucho* 
rity, \%^ that all People ibould ^ have 
written Laws, afviFays conftant and 
facred, andf that thofe who Govemi 
Ihonld have no Authority bnt by thenti^ 
and as they execute them : This is what 
thefe Hiilofophepsfay, is what Men 
fliould unanimoufly ^eftablift fop dieiff 
Felicity, if they were not bMrfd, audi 
Enemies to thcmfchcs. 

Yes, 



204 An ES^AT nfofir 

Xt^ cettaihljr^ !. but this is whatf 
tjiefe Men npyv willclUbUfli^ becaufe. 
th^ are, and. always will be bliod^ 
s^d.l^emiesto them&lycs:. for if they 
fhould o^ake ^jGe 6f thi^. Plan^ they, 
WQiiid ohiang^ their very. Natures^ and 
fo bpcome wholly Ffiilorophers. 

In th^ prefent Statct ot Ij^sianitVj 
all' written Laws would- become vssr- 
lefs, if there was npt fome. fpperioofi 
and living Power to interinret and exe- 
Cnte.them,£br thefe following Reafonft 

I. Every vfiitten La.w is fubjed tx> 
Equivocations : the moft fimple and 
flior&Laws^ wliich appear plain and 
^ar. in the general Theory, become 
obfcure in the particular ExpUcadoni 
The fitft Legiflatprs thought ("without 
doubt;) to iatisfie all the wants of So? 
ciety. by, tj^cir primitive l^aws!* but 
aCr-length they were forced to accomr 
modate thefe. genera] I^a ws to . an In? 
^oity of partic^larCircumftanceS|Which 
they; could noj;.at firftvforefee : from 
thfUCie. came the oiulciplicityof Laws, 
^jid all the Nic^ies of Ciyil Right 
^. elfcntial. Vice in a.. Nation, but 

iueyi- 
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inevitable, to prevent the Artifices, of 
qrafty Men. 

Humane ITnderftandingisyery fruit- 
ful at Eyafion^, Sultilties^ and Subter^ 
fbge3 I It fpreads Obfcurity over the! 
cleareA Truths, when they fland in 
competition with our PaflionSj Pre- 
judices and Interefts.;. ]jt covers us 
i^ith CloudS;^^ ta skreen us (ram. the 
Ligh^ which is>fo troublefome. What 
is to be: done in this Condition ? Who 
is there wha will be an Ihterpreter. 
o£ thefe Laws thus obfcure. and al? 
tfred? 

If there is no fiipream Judge to 
fpeak, every one will prefume to take 
the Book of Laws in his. Hands, an4 
^ifputc his own Opinion j, every one 
wiit pretend, to determine, and (et up 
fdr a Legiflator :.the mod wife zni 
ratibhaj Perfons are the fmalleft Num- 
ber; the Laws become no more rcr 
garded^ Strength alone decides every; 
thing ; they therefore will all fait into 
the moOf dreadful Anarchy, where 
every oQe. calls, Reafon his. own Opir 
oiofu. 

Oi Civil. 
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3. Civil Laws are not of an immu- 
table 1 univerfal Nature: chir which 
1 juft and convenienc ac one 

I not fo at another. There is. 

r, made by Man, which is not 

li , 1.-J Exceptions, becaufe humane 
C icity cannot forefee all the various 
Ci—umiiances which tender the beft 
Laws more oi liI, according to 

the DifFerency nts and Places : 

for which Rei Alteration of an- 

tlent Laws, v are changed by 

the Sovereign . , .-'a Nation, Cand 

not according tu e Caprice of the 
People) is oftentiincs neceflary and ad- 
vantageous. 

It is therefore necelTacy, that there 
Ciould be a Supreme Authority, who 
Ihould judge when it is convenient to 
change, enlarge, circumfcribc, mode- 
rate, and accommodate the Laws to 
all the different and various Circum- 
ftancesof Men: For if the People are 
to be Judges thereof, the greateft 
Number will carry it, and Force alone 
will rule, which will plunge every 
thing into Anarchy and Confufion. 

The 



Tte bright Knewkdge of Truth, 
or lift- tJtxkilkndmg of \^&€tct L^bvrs, 
£5^ flo« fttfficl^neto iB^etfeity eMCuted : 
The pa^Loveof Viirtbe, tbetiiCpAStc 
Flcafifl^ whkh it dfford^y i$ a Siecret 
tOQ^ g^<^ for the Gehcratity elF Man- 
kind ; tiMy muftbe tMyed by NCotivcs 
motk GrMSy by Rewafrds and PaniA* 
mmWi by iPhirea^ acid Ptomife^. Ic 
Ys fifrnffOFC dbfetdt^ty aee^Any, that 
Mides^ the dead Letter of the Law, 
tUcve Utttmid be a fixed and living Au- 
tlMAPf^ vtkich ftotttd compel' Men to 
do Vy Fdr^e tifac which they wilt not 
doby^itir«^ 

CONCLVSIONS. 

WH AT iias beea adi»anced in 
tbia £ ^5 A.r, may be sediused 
to ehefe iUi(»wiDg Prindp4es, whieh 
we otkt to the ferious CdnitderaiiOn 
of our Afitagonifts. 

I. Civil Governnent is not a free 
Contraft ; the Paffions of Mba make it 
sd^rfolutely neccfTary^ and the Order of 
Generation fhbjeds us all thereto, anh 
odfiedent to every free Contrad. 

2, la 



7^ IU'everjF.Gorentment-it klttcf^ 
£iry, thac.tliereihoald be a Somdsa 

Fow^r^ .to.m#k«.Siav;/«8ivan4<|>Jimft dbe 

Violatcrs wuhkDeatho Th^Supreaie 
Power origiaaUyvproceecb-£rom God, 
who hath oniycheRigh^^. 99 Jb/rme 

. Creacures, and to [^oiflbi, t^jCbed and 
ungovcraabk Mqi^£If:S9<iSi^Su<;cc.£^ 
jlift Conqucfts an4 9Ji either flMatis^f 
attaining the S^veffsij^af^ art) ovklfkOMr 
nais throtigh whicb it glidk9: aleog, 
aii4 hot the JFonp^n: frovk^lieMCitt 
fl^w$^.tbe forinerare 0Q.ly<CiWi''X^li^9 
in order to regulate the DiftributiOn of 
that Right, which ociginafly belongs^ 
to the Sovereign BSng^ 

3. Forms of Government arc arbi- 
trary ; btit when the Suprenie Afithb- 
rity is once eftabliflied^in one^ of more 
Berfons, after ^ Monarchical, Ariftocrty 
ticalj Popular y or Mfxfi/manner, it is 
not lawful to rebel againft their Deci- 
fions ; for as Powers are not* to be 
mnltiplied to Infinity, wemuflpfne- 
ceffity fix upon fome Authority fiipe* 
riour to all others, to judge in the da^ 

mer 
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nier rfjfort, and which carrot be judg- 
ed itfelf. I 

4. From hence ic follows, that Sove~ \ 
reign Po-wer is not indefinite and iinde- < 
tetmined, but ati Authority fixed, liv- ( 
ing and viiible, whith we fiioiild ac- 
knowledge at all Times, and in all 
Places, and to whom all Perfons flioiild 
have recourfe, as to the Source of Po- 
litical Unity and Civil Order. To br- 
lieve, therefore, that ic originally re- 
fides in the People, and that it belongs 
always to the greateft Number, is a 
Principle which tends to deftroy alt 
Authority : Two or Three bold and 
daring Heads of a Party may any time 
aflemble the People in a great Number, 
who may call themfelves the Majority 
of the Nation, and who may undertake 
aad execute every thing by Number i 
and Force, without any Order, Rul« 
or Juflice. 

V . The Pu^lick Good ought to be the 
immutable and univerfal Law of all 
Soi'ereigns, and the Rule of all Laws 
in being. When Princes violate this 
Law, they overthrow the Defign of 
their I'nftiiution,. and a£l contrary ta 



Powcr> and To to judgp and d 
-them: there would, be no^ moc( 
fi^edGovemment upon- Eajrdv; 

AmbidouSy Rebel. four, aocCC 
Pcurfons^ will; always. m;ite u£b jc 
moft fgAtiOiijBrJ^muiDces, iflrptdo; 
diK:<^/i^ People^, and caafe du 
rebf fJM^ni^ their ttawfbl Cin^ 

^UVl^^Mwa^ ^yvemoLbf 
all Eonraof. G^bvennaeQir wi}Lb 
Rorfed^, andi expofod* ta the Tai 
bufe&as/Sovereign.PoweD:. Biic 
ttarcby appfc^^rs the bed of. all Fc 
for thougliit hath the (aoEie. lac 
niences as others, yetithath^ hoii 
ir^ater Adrantag^r than^ any;* oii 
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Chap. XVIII. 

t 

Of the Ideas which the Holy 
Serijptures give us concerning 
Government. 

AS we have (aid air along in this 
"EssatT, that, pHilofophically, 
Tpeaking, we. do not fupppfe any Re* 
irealedReligion ; we have now thought 
it our Duty, to compare the Confor- 
(nity/ oi our Principles with the- Lights 
pl^^tl^.Holy'SccilMturea, in order to gjva 
^tfafa^on , to die Piety pfthojfe,. who 
MC capablcofcbofiUt^ng^thofe Sacred 
Oracles with* VencratioA^ and 13k>ci^ 

Thefe Divine Books reprefent Man- 
kind- asa great Family, of which. God 
istheComof on Father* AU Men are 
created after his Ima^ and Re(em- 
blance-; all aire capable, of the fame 
Perfe&ion ; all are deiigned- for the 
Gune Happinefs : We are,, therefore^ 
eied> andbpundione to another, by our 
Ro(qttbia(icc. or Cooformicy to th^ 

Com* 



J 
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Common Father of Mankind^ and 
obliged CO love, cherifli> affifl:, and mu- 
tually feek the common Good of each 
other, as we are Brediveti^ GhildrcQi 
and Intakes of one and the fame Fa- 
ther. To love GOD for Umfelf^ and 
Man for the Sake of GOD^ is the ef- 
fential part of the Law of M o s b 5, 
and alfo of bur great LegiOator ^ fi s u s 
Chrisy/ 

We are Brethren, hdt only bectofc 
our Minds fpring from the fitmcFouii* 
tain, bat bocauie our Bodies are alfa 
defcended firomi the vttf tuxkt Faniily'^ 
God hath produced aU Meii whidi 
cover the Face of the Earth (rpm One^ 
which was the Image of tlie Paternity 
f>f G o D. That which he doth in the 
Order of Spiritual Beings, is lively re- 
pre(ented,by what he doth in the Cor- 
poreal Order : All proceed from the 
fame Origitie ; all arc MertifcfS;of one 
and the (ame Family ; and ill are Chil^ 
dren of one and the fame Father. It is 
not reafonabTe, therefore, that Man 
fhould look upon himfelf as indepen^ 
dent, and free from all others : he Is 
not to make himfelf thi very Eiidv and 

Centre 



Civil GoTERNM EN T. 213 

Centre of his own Love, without over- 
throwing the Law of his Creation, 
.Filiation and Brotherhood, he ought 
:to conform himfeif entirely to the 
grand Family, and not to himfeif. 

If Men had followed this grand Law 

of Charity, they would have had oc- 

cafion neither for pofiti\ e Laws, nor 

Magiftrates^ all the good things of the 

: Earth would have been in common : 

.God faid to all Men, (a) Increafe^ 

ntukiply, and replenijh the Earth. He 

gave them, in general, all Plants and 

: Trees which grew thereon. 

According to this primitive Natural 
Right, no Perfon hath any particular 
Right or Privilege over that which he 
hath, any further than for his own Sub- 
iiflence : But the firft Man having fe- 
parated himfeif from God, fowed Di- 
vifion in his Family ; be forfook the 
Law of Reafon, gave himfeif over to 
his Paflions ; and Self-Love rendred 
him infociable : He is no more em- 
- ployed but only for himfeif ; he thinks 
no more upon others, but only for his 

own 

* 

( tf) Gen. j/aS. 



prefene amongft Men the U 

their Origine, by engaging th 

brotherly Love : but being redu 

their Paflions to an unreaionabli 

or Condition, wherein every ofte> 

pretend to be independent, G c 

ftroys all Men, except Noah a 

Family ; to the end,, that a fecon 

they might regard one another ai 

dren of one and the fame Fathei 

Family 6( Noah divided itfel 

three Branches^ and they again 

vide themfelves into innumerabl 

tions : From thefe (fays M o s b s^ 

the Nations divided^ i^er the Fhi 

cording to their Ccuntry and Lnngm 
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The very firft Idea of Command, 
Without doubt proceeds from Paternal 
Authority : I do not fay that it is the 
Source thereof, but only the firfi Canal 
through which it runs. The firft Men 
lived in Fields, in pure Simplicity, ha- 
ving only the Will of their Parents for 
a Law : Such was the Conduft of many 
Families after the Deluge, but efpeci- 
ally amongft the Children of S em, who 
preferv'd for a very long time their an- 
cient Traditions concerning Rehgion, 
and theirMannerofGovemment. Thus 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
'continued in the obfervance of a Simple 
and Paftoral Life : they were in their 
-Families free and independent ; they 
were treated upon an equality wirfi 
Kings; they declared War like Princes, 
and exercifed all other Parts of Sove- 
reignty. Not that I pretend to deny 
' that ^htrc ever ^rc any other forts 
of Govcrhirient, that have been hap- 
py or 'coiirenient, befides ^Paternal 
-Empire: Many haveyiolated the Laws 
-of Fraternity, aiid united themfelves 
together, built Cities, gain'd.Conquefts, 

and 
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and cIlabliQied dificccnt Forms, of Go- 
vernment* 

But afcer^ what manner they were 
eftabliflied, the S4cred Scriptures raifc 
us up CO the fame Divimty, to feardi 
there for the true Source of Sovereigntwj 
Thofe Sacred Oracles teach us^ thu 
the Supreme Power only flows fro^ 
Go p alone. ; all the; difierent wa|||| 
< by which Meq attain it, whether h/^ 
Paternal or Hereditary Right, Eledioi^ 
or Conqueft, they are only (according 
to Modern Philofophy^ occafional 
Caufes. It is Goo alone, . who de< 
pofeth one, and fets up another : It is 
He, who by his Sovereign Providence 
and Univerfal Influence over all the 
Councils of Men, renders ufeful or a« 
. borti ve, all their Enterprifes, according ! 
to his Eternal^ Wife^ and Equitable 
Defigns. 

For which reaibn, thefc iDlivine 
Books, always reprefent . the whole 
World as a Kingdom governed by God 
himfelf, who gives to Nations good or 
bad Maflers, as Miniflcrs of his Jufticc 
^nd Mercy, 
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'God givctli, fays the Preacher (n) 
' to every Nation its Governour, but 
" I s R A E L ■ is manifeftly referved foe 
5 HimfuU'. 

' Kings are through every par: callctl 
«hc Lv.il's Aiwmed .- No: only the 
^King's of Ijrad, which he caufcd to 
he jVnoinced as his Priefls, but even 
ihe Heathens tlienifelve5. Obferve 
what the t-ord fays to Cy e.u s, (i) 
' Mine Auointed, whom I hive taken 

* hy the Hand to fiibduc all Nations. 

* Heari O Kings, fay^ the yiuthor 

* of the Bcok of IVifdom ; conipre- 
' hend and leirn you Judges of thf 
' Earth: Open yourEars! Oyouwho 
' hold People in iubje&oti under your 

* "Empire ; it is G,od who hath gi" 

* ven you Power ; your Authority 
' proce*.'ds from the Alraighty> who 

* will examine your Hearts, and 
' peneu-ate into tfie depth of your 

* ThoiighES, becaufa yoti being M^- 

* nifleis.of his I^i«)gloiti, hi^ve not 

* judged righteoufly. •'. :,. 

(d) icdefiafl. xvij^ 17, 



on \ 

nuchd 
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Saiiic Paul teaches us mi 
fame DodrinCj {c) ' Let every S< 
' ijayi be) be fubjeft to the higS 

* Powers ; tor thL-re is no Power b 
' otGoD; aiidall thofcPowerswhi 
' are, it is G o d which hath eflablil 

* ed them : therefore he whorcfiftfl 
' the Power, refifletb the Order 

* G o D. Tlie Prince is the Miiiifl 
' otGoD, and his Vicegerent upS 
' Earth ; to wliom is given the P(rt 

* er of the Sword. ^ 

The Partilans of a King of Prdi 
dence fcem to beh'eve, that this T« 
of St. Paul favours their Opintol 
AU the Powers -which are, it is € 
ti.'fio hath eftahtilhed them : Thctefd 
fay they, a King de FaBo, js a Kfl 
de yure. But doth Rcafoning thus, i 
no further than to make the Apol 
guiity of Tautology, by reaching Mt 
that God approves the moft anja 
and enormous Things? The Apofl 
■hath faid already, that there is ( 
Power but of G o d ; the reft al 
ufelfl 
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yCelefb Reperitions , if riie Words 
wliich Ibllow, have no other Signi- 
iicacion ! We have already made ic 
appaxciit, riiac die Right of Property, 
and the Right of bovereignty, are 
rboch founded upon the fame Princi- 
.plcs..lf unjiift Pofleffion gives a Righc 
>to one, it gives the fame to the other. 
This therefore would be an open Road 
p all Violence and* Robbery. Can 
hey beat fiich an Explanation ? The 
true Senfc of the Words can be no o- 
ther than this : Obey the fiiperiqc 
powers, becaufe their Authority pro- 
ceeds from Goo: Obey alfo Roman 
Emperors, for their Authority Js law- 
ful. 

; Becaufe thcfe Lovers of Indepen- 
dency fliould not fay, that ic is Fear 
Dnly which is the Foundation ol'Sub- 
aiffion to the Civil Powers, the Apo- 
He adds {a) ' It is therefore necef- 
fary that ye be fubjeft to the Prince, 
' not only for fear of his Anger, but 
i the Obligation of your Confciences. 
K z Atut 



i'l) Rom. xiij. 5( 
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And in another Placc,fi) 'We muft 
' ftrve him with Eye-(ervice as Met 
' pleafcrs; but with Good-will, Fcat^ 

* RcfpeQ, and a fincerc Heart, as 

* to Jefu, Cbrift. 
Another Apofile confirms the fai 

Doftrine : (c) ' Be ye therefore ful 
' jeO. for the Love of Goc, to tj 

* Order which is efrablilhcd amonj 
' Men : Be fubjeft to the King, as 

' him who hath the fupreme Powei 

* atid to thofe whom he hath §\vta 

* bis Authority. j 

The fame Sacred Oracles inform 
lis, that Sovereigns are only refpoor 
(ible to God, for the Abufes of rhei 
Authority. 

When the People of Jfrael demani 
^d a King, as ail other Nation* had; 
$AMUEL declares what will be tb( 
Extent of his Power, without any Re- 
medy of having the fame j:eArained bj! 
any other fuperior Strength upon Earth 
(ii) ' This will be the Manaer 6\ 



■ (&) Eplief: vj. ,, 6, 7. 
(0 I Per. ij. 13. 
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' Way of the King who fliall reign 
' ovit yon, Jaith the Lord; He will 
' uke yourCliiiiiren, and inakc tlicni 
' ferve liiin ; he will feizc upon yoi.r 
• Lands, and the bell which you 
' have, for ro give to his Servaius." 

I Is ic thus, that Kings Ciould hitve a. 
.Right of doing every thing lawfully? 
■God forbid! God never gives a Pow- 
er to do Evil, .and to violate the Law 
of NacLire, But fuch are the Incun- 
vcDiencies of Royalty, that the Peo- 
I pie mud bear them. God here de- 
clares (by his Prophet) what Kings 
I will do, without being able to pi.in,Ili 

I them by Humane Juliice. Saul had 
violated (what the Republicans cali) 
the Original Contraft between the 
King and hisPeople : He endeavour'd 
without any Reafon, to deftroy an 
innocent Perfon, to whom G od had 
even given the Royalty t Yet howe- 
ver obferve the facred Refpeft which 
3) A V 1 D bore for the Perfon of S a u l 
when his People preffed him to De- 
flroy him : ' G o d forbid, (fays he) 
' [hat I Hiould lift up my Han^ a- 

k! gainft my Mafter,the Z>er//-too//w*^' 



I 
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His Heart was %ery fenfibly coucB 
ed wiien he had but cut of^' the fioill 
dcr of his Garment. 

' Obey yourMaAers/ii^Jf/jM/fl^A 
' not only tiiofe who ate good am 
* gentle, but even thofe who are frd 
' ward and wicked.' It is true, thi 
Kings are not only weak and fceld 
Perfons, but fometimes even dcfp! 
cable wiih refpcfl: to their perfonj 
Qiialities j bu: their Character is Aii 
guft, Sacred, and Isviolable : The; 
are but Sratties, Images, and Hicrp 
glyphicks ; but then they arc the Hie! 
roglyphicks of jhe Sovereign Majcftj 
who are Venerable becaufe of hia 
whom they reprefent, and who give 
to every Statue it's proper Place, aa^ 
who ranges the one above the other 
according to their different Degrees 
He refcrves to himfelf the Right o 
breaking, in his Anf;er, the Suprem* 
Statue, when it doth notanfwer hii 
adorcable Dcfigns : Such is the DoC 
trine of the Holy Scriptures concenii 
ing Royalty ; now let us fee what i 
ishn PraSice. 
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(a) ' Among the Uel/re-jus, who hav*^ 
' had fo many Kings as iuvc train- 
"■ pied under the;r Feet Liws Divine 
^* and Humane, there never was found 
^V any irferioc Magiflrate, wlio pre- 
^V tended any Riglic to relifl or take 
^K up Arms agaiiUli their King, un\eis 
^K fome one had received an exprcfs " 
^K Order from God, who hath a So- 
^^* vereign Right over crowned Heads. 
]t was this extraordinary Infpira- 
tion which juQifies the Condu6t of 
the Maccabees ; for otherwjfe it would 
have been a formal Rebellion. But 
Mve are not to imitate fuch an Exam- 
ple, unlets we fliould fay Robbery is 
allowed as lawful, becaiife God pro- 
tefted the Ifraelites, when they detain- 
ed thofe things which they had bor- 
rowed from the JEgyptiant. 

(t) Moreover, t4ie Accomplifliment j 
of the antient Alliance was fixed to 
the Land oi Canaan, to the Blood of 
Abraham and his Children, accord- 
ing to the Fledi- To confent to the 
K 4 total 

I (<) GKOxms dt Jure Belli*S<.c. Lib. |. cap.*. 

^L. (*) ^^f (»^MeaiUt jldvM. ^.usainfi JuaiEU. 
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total Lofs of the Race of Aaron^ was 
to make a Renunciation of the Accom* 

plifhmcnt of the Promifes*, Covenant, 
and Priefthood : The Party of the 
Maccabees were therefore under an ab^ 
foliite Ncccffity, and indifpenlible Pro- 
znifes, and yet they never came to 
this fa^al Remedy but once, and even 
then, after a manifeft Declaration of 
the Will of G o D. • 

David defended himfelf from 
Oppreffion, but it was by flying, with* 
out rai(ing a Commotion in his Coun* 
try, and without violating the Re- 
fped due to the Perfon of WsKing, 
even wlien he had him in his Power. 

Rehoboam ufcd the People hard- 
ly ; but tlie Rebellion of Jeroloam 
and the Ten Tribes, tho' permitted 
for the Punilhment of S o l o m o n's 
Sins, is dccefted in all the Scriptures ; 
which declare^ (c) ^ That the Tribes 
* in rebelling againft the Houfe of 
^ David, were rebellious againft 
•God, who ruled over tliem. 

All 



{n) 2 Chron. xu\. V> ^* 
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fc.''AlI the Prophets who lived under 
Nficked Kings, Elijah and Elisha, 
under Ahab ar.d JlSab6I-; Isaiah un- 
der Acejaz and Man asses ; JtRI Ml AH, 
under Joachim, Jeco.nias and Ztct- 
siAS; have never been wanting in O- 
bedience ; ncv'cr breathin'g Rcbelhon, 
but always Submiflion and Refpe&. 
According to the cxprefs Letter ot 
the Law,Idol3ters,or thofe who forced 
the People to Idolatry, ought to be 
piiaifli'd with Death : Yet, however, 
as a learned Pielate very well remarks, 
(it) ' Neither Greac nor Small, nor 

* all the People, nor the Prophets, 
' who fpoke fo powerfully to the moft 
' formidable Kings, did ever reproach 
' or threaten them with the Pnnilh- 

* ment of Death, which they had in- 

* curt'd according to the Law. Foe 

* what Reafoii was it thus? If it was 

* notanderfiood,that inall Laws.Penai 

* orOtherwife,thcre wasatacicExcep- 
' tioii in favour of Kings, whom they 
' thoHf^ht only refponfibleto God, for 
' the Abufcs of their Authority. 

Neeu- 



Ni:BUCHADM;zzAR w^s Very wic 
ed, in endeavouring to make himlj 
equal with God, and in Q^ying tho 
Perfons who difobeyed him in his S 
crilcgious Worlhip ; neverchelefs D 
N I E L fpoke thus to hitn : Tou 'are 
King of Kings, and the God of He.; 
hath given you the Kingdom, ike Po- 
the Empire, and the Glory. 

This Dodrine is continued in tlj 
Chriftian Religion : It was underTi 
EF. Rius, who was not only an In- 
Hdcl, but a wicked Prince, when ou 
Saviour faid to thejews, Reader to Cefa 
the things that are Cefars ! 

St. P A u L prays for Emperors, th( 
the Emperor which reigned at th) 
time was N e R. o, a perfe<Jl Monf^ 
of Humanity, and the moll wicked 
all Men. 

The Primitive Chriftians followe* 
this Apoftolical DoSrine : T e r^ 
T u L 1. 1 A N fays, (a) ' We behold inj 

* Emperors the Choice and Jiidgmei 
' of Go D, wha hath given them cl 

* Conimatid overthc People; we ougl 



(a) T: 
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tco reverence and rcfpeit that which 
^'^OD haih Eftablifhcd. Whacfliail 1 
Jifay more of our Piety lor the Empe- 
Iror, whom we muft Refped as him 
Itwhcm God hath made choice of? 
e calls theRcgacdand Reverence due 
to Kings, T/;f Religion of the Second 
Majefiy ; intimitjng thereby, that tliL- 
Royal Authority is a Scream from the 
Divine Power. In thcfame Apology 
he fays, ' Eefides the publicl< Ordi- 
' nanceSjby which we are purfued and 
' perfecuteil,how many times have the 
People attacked us with Stones, and 
floncd us to Death ; fet Fire to 
our Houfes in their Bacchanalian 
Rage ? Yer, howcver.what Revenge 
' ^lave you received from People 
' thus cruelly treated ? Could we roc 
nth a fmall FJaTttbeaux, fct Fire to 
' the City, if it was allowed us to 
' return Evil for Evii ? If we fhould 
' declare ourfelves your Enemies, 
■ (hould we want Tioops or Armies? 
' The Mai-comans, and even the Par- 
' thians themfelvcs, ate they greater 
' in' Number than we, who feW tb.«. 
P whole Earth ? U is \3\1x. i l^'ii^ '««^'^ 
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fincc we appeared in the Worii 
and yec we fill your Cities, Iflands, 
Caflles, Camps, Airemblies, Tribes 
and Dccuries ; alfo c!ie Palace, Se-ji 
nacc, Bir, and Market- Place; 
only leave the Temples for you. T 
what War may we not prepare ot 
feives, when we are fo lupcriourl 
Number ? We who endure Deal 
fo rerolutely,* and which proceet 
from no other Motive than what oil 
own Dodrine teaches u?, which ij 
rather to fuffcr Death, than be th 
Inftruments of infii£ting it on others 
(fl) St. A u G u s T I N H confirms th 
fame Doftrine, in the Examples of thl^ 
firft Chrillians ; ' At that Time, the^ 
City of GOD, (.fays he) the* it HMS 
fpread over the whole Earth, and ha^ 
fuch a vail Nunnber of People to op-' 
pofe, as its inexorable Enemies ; yet 
ic nevet ftruggled for temporal Wel-^ 
fare, or rather, it never rcfiftcd, bi 
caufe of acquiring eternal Happinef 
they were bound in Chains, imprifc 
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ed, tortured, burned to dcachj torn 
,11 pieces, liad their Throars cue j 
ind all ihcfc Cruelties together, 
«rved only to increafe their Num- 
ber : They did not put themfelvcs 
In Order ot Battl« to defend their 
Lives, but defpifcd Life, in order to 
ive it. 

But the moft celebrated Example of 
irience and Non-Refiftancc of the 
Htiitive Chrlfliaiis, is that of the 
tiean Legion, which was compofed of 
Lthouf^nd, fix hundred, and fixcy-Qx , 
Idiers, all Chriftians, which the Em- 
peror Maximinu s ordered to the 
Army newc Ahnigny in Savoy, in' order 
to facrifice to ialfe Gods : The Chri- 
flian Soldiers, at fitft, took the Way 
^ j4g(BiMe in S-MJ^erlaiid ; the Em- 
peror fent there "an exptefs Order, to 
ma^e them come to the Sacrifice : they 
rcfufed to obey him : he decimates 
tbem, and. makes a tenth ^att of the;n 
pafs through his Army, which execut^e* 
them without any manner of Refi/l- 
ance. 
Nothing is more Grand or Fine, than 
phai Mawrics, the ficft Irtbme of this 
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Legion, faid to his Fellow-So! 
(a) * Why fhould I be afraid, mj 
' Coinp;in;ons, dut any of yoii, i 
' pretence of defending his P( 
,* ihould put himfelf in aPofturc 
i filling a Death fo happy ? I wa 

* on the Point of hindering you I 

* from ; but it was onr great U 
' Jesus Christ, who comma 

* St. Peter, from his own Mout 

* put lip the Swotd which he hi 
^' his Hand : Which teaches us, 

1^, the Virtue of Self-Denial and < 
^^I'-flian Confidence, is more pow 
,'.' than Armies; and that none fli 
_J oppofe fuch deadly Enterprifes. 
ExuPERus, anEnlign of the! 
Legion, made very near the fame 
courfe to the Soldiers: ' You be 
' me, (my dear and brave Ccmi 
' ons) carry the Standard of eat 
' Troops; but it is not to thefe fa 
' Arms, which I would haverecfl 
* to; it is not to this kind of \ 
' which I would animate your C 
.' rage and Virtue; you ought to n 



(i) St. E*CHEX. 
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* choice of anocherlnanner of Combat, 

* for yon cannot go with chefe Swords 

* to the Kingilom of Heaven. 

Such were the Sentiments of all the 
great Men under the old and new Law; 
fuch was the Doftrine of the Prophets 
and Apoflles ; fiicli, in fine, was the 
Conduft of all Chriflian Heroes in the 
iirft Ages : For Seven Hundred Years 
after J e su s C h b. i s t, we cannot find 
one fingle Example of Rebellion againJl 
Emperors orKings, under any Pretence 
of Religion whatfoever. 

There is therefore a perfeft Confor- 
mity between thofe Lights which the 
Sacred Scriptures give us, and the I- 
dcas which we have advanced con- 
cerning Government, in this Essay. 
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